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“What Makes a Baby is extraordinary! Cory is a Dr. Spock for the 21st
century.”—Susie Bright

“A Truly Inclusive Way to Answer the Question 'Where Do Babies Come
From?': The new book What Makes a Baby offers an origin story for all
children, no matter what their families look like." —The Atlantic

"This is a solid, occasionally quirky book on an important topic."—School
Library Journal

Geared to readers from preschool to age eight, What Makes a Baby is a book
for every kind of family and every kind of kid. It is a twenty-first century
children’s picture book about conception, gestation, and birth, which
reflects the reality of our modern time by being inclusive of all kinds of kids,
adults, and families, regardless of how many people were involved, their
orientation, gender and other identity, or family composition. Just as
important, the story doesn’t gender people or body parts, so most parents
and families will find that it leaves room for them to educate their child
without having to erase their own experience. 

Written by sexuality educator Cory Silverberg, and illustrated by award-
winning Canadian artist Fiona Smyth, What Makes a Baby is as fun to look
at as it is useful to read.
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“A Truly Inclusive Way to Answer the Question 'Where Do Babies Come From?': The new book What
Makes a Baby offers an origin story for all children, no matter what their families look like." —The
Atlantic

"This is a solid, occasionally quirky book on an important topic."—School Library Journal

Geared to readers from preschool to age eight, What Makes a Baby is a book for every kind of family
and every kind of kid. It is a twenty-first century children’s picture book about conception, gestation,
and birth, which reflects the reality of our modern time by being inclusive of all kinds of kids, adults,
and families, regardless of how many people were involved, their orientation, gender and other
identity, or family composition. Just as important, the story doesn’t gender people or body parts, so
most parents and families will find that it leaves room for them to educate their child without having
to erase their own experience. 

Written by sexuality educator Cory Silverberg, and illustrated by award-winning Canadian artist
Fiona Smyth, What Makes a Baby is as fun to look at as it is useful to read.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
PreS-Gr 2–Intending to be “a book for every kind of FAMILY and every kind of KID,” this title has lofty
aspirations that are mostly successful. It emphasizes that not everyone goes about having a baby the same
way. Silverberg explains that the genetic material in a sperm or egg has stories to tell “about the body [it]
came from.” The bold, stylized illustrations show non-gender-specific people in a rainbow of hues, some
with internal parts to make a baby and others without. Refreshingly, anatomically correct terminology is used
in most cases, although when describing a birth, the author writes, “Some babies are born by coming out
through a part of the body that most people call the vagina,” as if that term were debatable. The text also
states that many babies are born with other kinds of medical intervention at the hands of midwives and
doctors, providing a well-rounded view of modern birth. The final spread asks, “Who was waiting for you to
be born?” and successfully makes the point that the people waiting for the birth to occur are excited. This is a
solid, occasionally quirky book on an important topic.–Jenna Boles, Greene County Public Library, OHα(c)
Copyright 2013. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

Review
"The playful illustrations and simple but intelligent text illuminate the basic biology of reproduction while
honoring today’s diversity of families, of genders and gender identities, and of how kids can come into a
family."—Maria Popova, Brainpickings.org

"This is a solid, occasionally quirky book on an important topic."—School Library Journal

“It’s an informative and entertaining read for kids of all parents, straight or queer. And, hey, even if your
kids were conceived the old-fashioned way, they should know not everyone was—and why.”—Queerty

"What Makes a Baby aims to be just about the most inclusive sex ed book for kids you've ever come
across[...] it has none of this mommy and daddy love each other and he watered her flower with his watering
can and then a baby was born stuff; What Makes a Baby is for kids around four to eight years of age,
teaching them about"conception, gestation, and birth" using really specific language."—Jezebel

"What Makes a Baby is a delightful, touching, brilliantly written and beautifully illustrated book that really is
‘for every kind of family, and every kind of kid.’ It creates space for parents to answer questions about
reproduction in an age appropriate way and in a way that also speaks to the reality of their family and those
around them. Kids and their grown-ups will love this book!"
—Jolanta Scott-Parker, Executive Director, Canadian Federation of Sexual Health

"What Makes a Baby offers a combination so rarely captured in children's books; beauty and meaning, fact
and nuance, and most importantly the opportunity for all of us to see ourselves in these pages.  A book
explaining pregnancy and childbirth that accounts for the wonderfully diverse ways babies are made is a
gift."—Nadya Burton, PhD, Midwifery Education Program at Ryerson University

“The book talks about where babies come from in a way that encompasses kids who are adopted, conceived
using reproductive technologies, through surrogacy, or the old-fashioned way, and regardless of how many
people were involved, their orientation, gender, and other identity, or family composition. Author and sex
educator Silverberg nails it, as does award-winning Canadian artist Fiona Smyth, who illustrated the



book.”—The Advocate

"Designed for all kinds of children in all kinds of families, this will be particularly welcome in adoptive and
non-traditional families but is, uniquely, an appealing and informative complement to early sex-education
discussions with any child.”—Kirkus Reviews

"Smyth’s cartoons recall the work of Todd Parr, with a bright crayon-box palette. Silverberg’s writing is
informative yet sufficiently general to let adults tailor the accompanying conversations as needed. A useful
springboard for conversations about childbirth, no matter the family.”—Publisher's Weekly

"Silverberg’s quest to exclude no one means he omits much in the book – including any mention of sex. The
point, he says, is to get children asking questions but letting parents answering them with however much
detail they see fit."—The Globe and Mail 

"What Makes A Baby presents factual information on conception on a kid's level. With text that is open to
personal embellishment, this book is sure to cater to many families and birth experiences.”—Green Parent
Chicago

“The new book What Makes a Baby offers an origin story for all children, no matter what their families look
like."—The Atlantic

"LGBT parents—and any others who have ever struggled to explain reproduction to their young children in a
way relevant to their families—will rejoice at the new picture book What Makes a Baby. In 32 vibrant pages,
Toronto-based author Cory Silverberg explains how babies are made—in a way that works for all family
structures, ways of family creation, and parents’ gender identity."—Bay Windows

“Our family needed this book. Your family needs this book. In fact, I can’t think of a family that
doesn't."—Philadelphia Family Pride

"Now parents can have easy-going, straightforward, and (hopefully) painless discussions with kids about the
miracle of birth!”—Parents

About the Author
Raised by a children’s librarian and a sex therapist, CORY SILVERBERG grew up to be a sexuality
educator and writer. He received his Masters of Education from the University of Toronto, and was a
founding member of the Come As You Are Co-operative. He teaches across North America on topics
including sexual communication, sexuality and disability, technology, access, and inclusion. Cory is the
Sexuality Guide for About.com and the co-author of The Ultimate Guide to Sex and Disability with Miriam
Kaufman and Fran Odette. What Makes a Baby is the first book in a series of kid’s books Cory is writing for
Seven Stories Press about sexuality, sexual health, and gender. He has eight nephews and nieces, all of
whom know where babies come from.

FIONA SMYTH is a Toronto-based painter, illustrator, and cartoonist. Her first graphic novel, The Never
Weres, was published by Annick Press in 2011. Fiona’s comic Cheez was published in Exclaim! magazine
for almost ten years, and her comic Fazooz was in Vice for eight years. Fiona teaches illustration and comics
at OCAD U in Toronto.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Lawrence Rowe:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this What Makes a Baby book because
book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Richard Rhone:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this What Makes a Baby, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book.
Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Tanya Minor:

The e-book untitled What Makes a Baby is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see
the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of What
Makes a Baby from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Joe Dix:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication What Makes a Baby was filled about science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel
when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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