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Nudes that deliberately behave provocatively and pose awkward questions:
how artists portray the body in contemporary art

The representation of the nude in art remained for many centuries a victory of
fiction over fact. Beautiful, handsome, flawless, its great success was to distance
the unclothed body from any uncomfortably explicit taint of sexuality, eroticism,
or imperfection. Here Frances Borzello contrasts the civilized, perfected artistic
nude of Kenneth Clark’s classic, The Nude: A Study in Ideal Form (1956), with
today’s depictions: raw, uncomfortable, disturbing. Grittier and more subtle, the
new nude?both male and female ?confronts us with the hidden issues and
contradictions of the body and our relationship to it. Borzello’s story of the nude
begins with a tale of life, death, and resurrection, exploring how and why the
nude has survived and flourished in an art world that prematurely announced its
demise. Subsequent chapters take a thematic approach, exploring the nude in
painting, portraiture, sculpture, performance, and body art; in the work of female
artists; and in extreme and graphic expressions that intentionally push the
boundaries of both art and our comfort zone. 130 illustrations, 116 in color
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body in contemporary art

The representation of the nude in art remained for many centuries a victory of fiction over fact. Beautiful,
handsome, flawless, its great success was to distance the unclothed body from any uncomfortably explicit
taint of sexuality, eroticism, or imperfection. Here Frances Borzello contrasts the civilized, perfected artistic
nude of Kenneth Clark’s classic, The Nude: A Study in Ideal Form (1956), with today’s depictions: raw,
uncomfortable, disturbing. Grittier and more subtle, the new nude?both male and female ?confronts us with
the hidden issues and contradictions of the body and our relationship to it. Borzello’s story of the nude
begins with a tale of life, death, and resurrection, exploring how and why the nude has survived and
flourished in an art world that prematurely announced its demise. Subsequent chapters take a thematic
approach, exploring the nude in painting, portraiture, sculpture, performance, and body art; in the work of
female artists; and in extreme and graphic expressions that intentionally push the boundaries of both art and
our comfort zone. 130 illustrations, 116 in color
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Editorial Review

Review
“Make[s] the case for a more diverse approach to a timeless subject.” (Gallery + Studio)

“An in-depth look at our contemporary and historical fixation with the body and the nude.” (The Huffington
Post)

“Though today’s nude is confrontational, the effect is rarely distancing; instead, Borzello concludes, its
honesty forges an emotional bond between artist and viewer.” (Art & Auction)

About the Author
Frances Borzello has specialized in the social history of art since obtaining her doctorate at the University of
London. She has published many books including The Naked Nude, A World of Our Own: Women as
Artists, and At Home: The Domestic Interior in Art. She lives in England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Sharpton:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book The Naked Nude will make you to end
up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of
you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Maria Ives:

The book The Naked Nude can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave the good thing like a book The Naked Nude? A few of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book The Naked Nude has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Erica Lewis:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something



different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the publication untitled The Naked Nude can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually
best activity to you.

James Valenzuela:

You may get this The Naked Nude by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might
to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only
by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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