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While the Beethoven string quartets are to chamber music what the plays of
Shakespeare are to drama, even seasoned concertgoers will welcome guidance
with these personal and sometimes enigmatic works.

This collection offers Beethoven lovers both detailed notes on the listening
experience of each quartet and a stimulating range of more general perspectives:
Who has the quartets' audience been? How were the quartets performed before
the era of sound recordings? What is the relationship between "classical" and
"romantic" in the quartets? How was their reception affected by social and
economic history? What sorts of interpretive decisions are made by performers
today?

The Companion brings together a matchless group of Beethoven experts. Joseph
Kerman is perhaps the world's most renowned Beethoven scholar. Robert Winter,
an authority on sketches for the late quartets, has created interactive programs
regarded as milestones in multimedia publishing. Maynard Solomon has written
an acclaimed biography of Beethoven. Leon Botstein is the conductor of the
American Symphony Orchestra as well as a distinguished social historian and
college president. Robert Martin writes from his experience as cellist of the
Sequoia Quartet. And the book is anchored by the program notes of Michael
Steinberg, who has served as Artistic Advisor of the San Francisco Symphony
and the Minnesota Orchestra.
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While the Beethoven string quartets are to chamber music what the plays of Shakespeare are to drama, even
seasoned concertgoers will welcome guidance with these personal and sometimes enigmatic works.

This collection offers Beethoven lovers both detailed notes on the listening experience of each quartet and a
stimulating range of more general perspectives: Who has the quartets' audience been? How were the quartets
performed before the era of sound recordings? What is the relationship between "classical" and "romantic" in
the quartets? How was their reception affected by social and economic history? What sorts of interpretive
decisions are made by performers today?

The Companion brings together a matchless group of Beethoven experts. Joseph Kerman is perhaps the
world's most renowned Beethoven scholar. Robert Winter, an authority on sketches for the late quartets, has
created interactive programs regarded as milestones in multimedia publishing. Maynard Solomon has written
an acclaimed biography of Beethoven. Leon Botstein is the conductor of the American Symphony Orchestra
as well as a distinguished social historian and college president. Robert Martin writes from his experience as
cellist of the Sequoia Quartet. And the book is anchored by the program notes of Michael Steinberg, who has
served as Artistic Advisor of the San Francisco Symphony and the Minnesota Orchestra.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"Reading The Beethoven Quartet Companion made me want to listen to the quartets again from a new
sociological as well as musical perspective. It is an invaluable guide not only for professional and amateur
musicians but also for anyone who is curious about culture and wants to find out more."—Yo-Yo Ma

"These essays are the most readable, useful, and well-informed commentary available today on these
masterworks. Michael Steinberg's 'program notes' to each quartet, directed at once to the musical beginner
and to the expert, are as eloquent and persuasive as popular writing about music can get. . . . His essays are
followed by equally expert and accessible contributions by other masters on The Master, providing literate
music lovers with the context and equipment for a richer enjoyment and clearer understanding of these
sixteen unique conversations among two violins, a viola, and a cello."—David Littlejohn, author of The
Ultimate Art: Essays Around and About Opera

"A fine collection of essays to assist the music lover in the seemingly endless quest to illuminate the
Beethoven string quartets."—Arnold Steinhardt, The Guarneri String Quartet

"This book delivers on the implied promise of its title—it provides a lively, readable, and wide-ranging
introduction to the quartets. Readers at many levels of experience will find it profitable."—Lewis Lockwood,
author of Beethoven: Studies in the Creative Process

From the Back Cover
"Reading "The Beethoven Quartet Companion made me want to listen to the quartets again from a new
sociological as well as musical perspective. It is an invaluable guide not only for professional and amateur
musicians but also for anyone who is curious about culture and wants to find out more."--Yo-Yo Ma

"These essays are the most readable, useful, and well-informed commentary available today on these
masterworks. Michael Steinberg's 'program notes' to each quartet, directed at once to the musical beginner
and to the expert, are as eloquent and persuasive as popular writing about music can get. . . . His essays are
followed by equally expert and accessible contributions by other masters on The Master, providing literate
music lovers with the context and equipment for a richer enjoyment and clearer understanding of these
sixteen unique conversations among two violins, a viola, and a cello."--David Littlejohn, author of "The
Ultimate Art: Essays Around and About Opera

"A fine collection of essays to assist the music lover in the seemingly endless quest to illuminate the
Beethoven string quartets."--Arnold Steinhardt, The Guarneri String Quartet

"This book delivers on the implied promise of its title--it provides a lively, readable, and wide-ranging
introduction to the quartets. Readers at many levels of experience will find it profitable."--Lewis Lockwood,
author of "Beethoven: Studies in the Creative Process

About the Author

Robert Winter is Professor of Music at the University of California, Los Angeles. He is author of Music for
Our Time (1992) and co-author of The Beethoven Sketchbooks (California, 1985). Robert Martin is
Assistant Dean of Humanities and Adjunct Associate Professor of Philosophy at the University of California,



Los Angeles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carlos Garcia:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Beethoven Quartet Companion book
since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Paul Norris:

The knowledge that you get from The Beethoven Quartet Companion is a more deep you searching the
information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to know but The Beethoven Quartet Companion giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because
the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this particular The Beethoven Quartet Companion instantly.

Jean Mora:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Beethoven Quartet Companion can be the
answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Bennie Gale:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide The Beethoven Quartet Companion was filled in relation to science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern
era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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