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What lies behind current feminist discontent with contemporary cinema?

Through a combination of cultural and industry analysis, Hilary Radner’ s Neo-
Feminist Cinema: Girly Films, Chick Flicks and Consumer Culture shows how
the needs of conglomerate Hollywood have encouraged an emphasis on
consumer culture within films made for women. By exploring a number of
representative "girly films," including Pretty Woman, Legally Blonde, Maid in
Manhattan, The Devil Wears Prada, and Sex and the City: The Movie, Radner
proposes that rather than being "post-feminist,” asis usually assumed, such films
are better described as "neo-feminist." Examining their narrative format, as it
revolves around the story of an ambitious unmarried woman who defines herself
through consumer culture as much as through work or romance, Radner argues
that these films exemplify neo-liberalist values rather than those of feminism.

As such, Neo-Feminist Cinema offers a new explanation as to why feminist-
oriented scholars and audiences who are seeking more than "labels and love"
from their film experience have viewed recent "girly films" as a betrayal of
second-wave feminism, and why, on the other hand, such films have proven to be
so successful at the box office.
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Wheat lies behind current feminist discontent with contemporary cinema?

Through a combination of cultural and industry analysis, Hilary Radner’s Neo-Feminist Cinema: Girly
Films, Chick Flicks and Consumer Culture shows how the needs of conglomerate Hollywood have
encouraged an emphasis on consumer culture within films made for women. By exploring a number of
representative "girly films," including Pretty Woman, Legally Blonde, Maid in Manhattan, The Devil Wears
Prada, and Sex and the City: The Movie, Radner proposes that rather than being "post-feminist," asis usually
assumed, such films are better described as "neo-feminist." Examining their narrative format, asit revolves
around the story of an ambitious unmarried woman who defines herself through consumer culture as much as
through work or romance, Radner argues that these films exemplify neo-liberalist values rather than those of
feminism.

As such, Neo-Feminist Cinema offers a new explanation as to why feminist-oriented scholars and audiences
who are seeking more than "labels and love" from their film experience have viewed recent "girly films' asa
betrayal of second-wave feminism, and why, on the other hand, such films have proven to be so successful at
the box office.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Radner's work is both compelling and thought provoking, and she successfully pinpoints the media's version
of contemporary society's ideal woman."
?Adrienne Urbanski in Elevate Difference, January 2011

Scholars and women are continually perplexed in our attempts to articul ate the overlaps between the
"feminist" and the "feminine" and to understand the historical transformations of these terms, and the recent
development of "postfeminism(s)" and new forms of femininities. In this spectacular and important new
work of feminist film theory, Radner significantly advances the debate about feminism and its "posts’ with
her theory of neo-feminist culture. Using popular Hollywood films effectively to illustrate her argument,
Radner traces the history of our culture's simultaneous incorporation and transformation of feminism in its
political, personal, and social dimensions. Her theoretically sophisticated analysis of the complicated
influence feminism has had on our popular culture and thinking will be equally useful to cultural and film
theorists, students, and general readers. Neo-Feminist Cinema is culturally sophisticated film theory at its
best.

?Andrea L. Press, University of Virginia author of Women Watching Television, Speaking of Abortion, The
New Media Environment, and co-editor of The Communication Review.

Thisisacompelling and much-needed book. Summing Up: Highly recommended.
?CHOICE June 2011 issue; reviewed by G.A. Foster, University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

About the Author

Hilary Radner is Professor and Foundation Chair of Film and Media Studies at the University of Otago in
New Zealand. She is author of Shopping Around: Feminine Culture and the Pursuit of Pleasure and co-
editor of several booksincluding New Zealand Cinema: Interpreting History (forthcoming); Jane Campion:
Cinema, Nation, Identity; Swinging Sngle: Representing Sexuality in the 1960s; Constructing the New
Consumer Society; and Film Theory Goes to the Movies, aso published by Routledge.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dorothy Payne:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for usto be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people fedl enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Neo-Feminist Cinema: Girly Films, Chick Flicks, and Consumer Culture.



Juan Harréll:

The guide untitled Neo-Feminist Cinema: Girly Films, Chick Flicks, and Consumer Culture is the reserve
that recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did
alot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absol utely
accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of Neo-Feminist Cinema: Girly Films, Chick Flicks, and Consumer
Culture from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Ryan Moore:

The book with title Neo-Feminist Cinema: Girly Films, Chick Flicks, and Consumer Culture haslot of
information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in
new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Kenneth Garrison:

Beside that Neo-Feminist Cinema: Girly Films, Chick Flicks, and Consumer Culture in your phone, it can
give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
may got hereis fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Neo-Feminist Cinema: Girly Films, Chick Flicks, and Consumer Culture
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you
rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss that? Find this book aswell asread it from now!
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