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Madly after the Muses examines the use of Graeco-Roman samplings in the
Bengali works of Michael Madhusudan Datta (1824-1873), the nineteenth-
century poet and playwright. His oeuvre, which includes a Bengali play
dramatizing a Hindu version of the Judgement of Paris, a retelling of the Sanskrit
Ramayana using various Vergilian and Homeric tropes, a Hindu response to
Ovid's Heroides, and a Bengali prose version of the first half of Homer's Iliad,
utilize the Greek and Roman classics in a surprising and subversive way. Though
steeped in contemporary British literary culture, Madhusudan's Bengali works
bypassed the literary trends of his British contemporaries and, most strikingly,
used the Western classics to defy the hegemonic elite culture of the Hindu
pundits. He treated traditional Hindu material with innovations inspired by the
literature of the Graeco-Roman world, and provided an Orientalist Indo-
European reading of the ancient cultures of India and Europe. By subverting
contemporary British constructions of what constituted 'classical', he also
highlighted counter-currents within the Western classical discourse.

In this volume, Riddiford introduces new texts and contexts to the fields of
classical reception and postcolonial scholarship, and includes appendices with
translated excerpts from Bengali works not previously translated into English. He
also examines the Bengali poet's classical education, drawing on new material
from various archives to show that he was given a rigorous British-style classical
education, offering a surprising early chapter in the story of the dissemination
and reception of the Graeco-Roman classics in India.
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Madly after the Muses examines the use of Graeco-Roman samplings in the Bengali works of Michael
Madhusudan Datta (1824-1873), the nineteenth-century poet and playwright. His oeuvre, which includes a
Bengali play dramatizing a Hindu version of the Judgement of Paris, a retelling of the Sanskrit Ramayana
using various Vergilian and Homeric tropes, a Hindu response to Ovid's Heroides, and a Bengali prose
version of the first half of Homer's Iliad, utilize the Greek and Roman classics in a surprising and subversive
way. Though steeped in contemporary British literary culture, Madhusudan's Bengali works bypassed the
literary trends of his British contemporaries and, most strikingly, used the Western classics to defy the
hegemonic elite culture of the Hindu pundits. He treated traditional Hindu material with innovations inspired
by the literature of the Graeco-Roman world, and provided an Orientalist Indo-European reading of the
ancient cultures of India and Europe. By subverting contemporary British constructions of what constituted
'classical', he also highlighted counter-currents within the Western classical discourse.

In this volume, Riddiford introduces new texts and contexts to the fields of classical reception and
postcolonial scholarship, and includes appendices with translated excerpts from Bengali works not
previously translated into English. He also examines the Bengali poet's classical education, drawing on new
material from various archives to show that he was given a rigorous British-style classical education,
offering a surprising early chapter in the story of the dissemination and reception of the Graeco-Roman
classics in India.
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Editorial Review

Review
Alexander Riddifords book ... is unique ... it shows us, in great detail and with great care and precision, the
exact extent of Madhusudans investment in the western classics and how they informed his thinking and his
work. Rosinka Chaudhuri, The Book Review Madhusudan Datta is revealed in his work as a hybrid of
cultural identity, as Riddiford skilfully brings home to the reader ... Madly after the Muses is definitely
recommended for those who are interested in the history of colonialism, particularly British colonialism, but
above all to those who are engaged in what is broadly understood as the Reception of Antiquity. Riddiford
has succeeded superbly in doing justice to the approach to his work as proposed in the Introduction. Matylda
Obryk, Bryn Mawr Classical Review

About the Author

Alexander Riddiford is Barrister of the Inner Temple, England. He studied Classics and Sanskrit at
Magdalen College, Oxford. Having left academia in 2009 to qualify as a barrister, he was awarded Inner
Temple's top scholarships two years in a row before being called to the Bar of England and Wales in 2011.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patsy Marshall:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael Madhusudan
Datta and his Reception of the Graeco-Roman Classics (Classical Presences). You can choose the best book
if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book Madly after the Muses:
Bengali Poet Michael Madhusudan Datta and his Reception of the Graeco-Roman Classics (Classical
Presences). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Matthew Siller:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael Madhusudan Datta and his
Reception of the Graeco-Roman Classics (Classical Presences) was filled in relation to science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In
the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.



Samuel Travis:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it.
It is named of book Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael Madhusudan Datta and his Reception of
the Graeco-Roman Classics (Classical Presences). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving
behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Patricia Bush:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael
Madhusudan Datta and his Reception of the Graeco-Roman Classics (Classical Presences) to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book
and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that
the guide Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael Madhusudan Datta and his Reception of the Graeco-
Roman Classics (Classical Presences) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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