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David Powers analyzes the application of Islamic law through six cases which
took place during the period 1300 to 1500 in the Maghrib. The source for these
disputes are fatwas issued by the muftis, which Powers uses to situate each case
in its historical context and to interpret the principles of law. He demonstrates
that, contrary to popular stereotypes, muftis were dedicated to reasoned
argument. The book represents a ground-breaking approach to a complex subject
area for students and scholars.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...an exceptionally valuable addition to the scholarly literature on the workings of Islamic law, on the one
hand, and on the social history of the Maghrib on the other." American Historical Review

"Law, Society, and Culture in the Maghrib is an extremely well-crafted account of Islamic justice in
Morocco between 1300 and 1500. The quality of historical research in this book and its theoretical
contributions to our understanding of legal practice in the post-colonial Islamic West will guarantee its place
in the growing literature on Islamic law." Islamic Law and Society

"It is the individual cases, however, that anchor these conclusions in the context of a particular society at a
particular time and place, and make Powers's work a convincing demonstration of his argument. For an
understanding of [Maghribi] society and its history, his analysis is a gem." Times Literary Supplement

"By enabling us to understand the rules of the legal system and the choices litigants and legal practitioners
had before them, Powers has succeeded in making his ground breaking study of law and society in the late
medieval Maghrib also a highly readable one....Powers's real achievement is in using Rosen's errors as a
springboard for an attempt to identify these `extra-legal elements' in the crafting of legal opinions....essential
reading for students of pre-modern Islamic law....breaks new ground in our understanding of the relationship
between law and society in medieval Islam. " Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam

"The book is a must for anyone who wants to understand how Islamic law functioned in practice after
287/900. The material...is presented in a clear and systematic manner, not only making it accessible for the
non-legal mind but also actually engaging the reader in such a way that one awaits the outcome with
interest." Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations

"Law, society and culture in the Maghrib, 1300-1500 is a valuable new addition to the corpus of studies on
Islamic law and its interaction with society and culture, as well as a worthwhile contribution to the social
history of Marinid Morocco. Law, society and culture in the Maghrib, 1300-1500 sheds new light on the role
of the muftî in the medieval Maghrib and is an important contribution to the growing corpus of works on the
interplay between law and society in the Islamic world, works which dispel earlier prejudices about the
supposedly dysfunctional aspects of Islamic law." Continuity and Change

"This work contains a veritable mine of information for the Western reader and for academics...It should be
essential reading for advanced students of Islamic studies and comparative religious traditions. Powers is to
be heartily congratulated for opening the door to further studies of the social context of the Shari'a in
medieval Islam." Journal of Religion

About the Author
David S. Powers is currently Professor of Arabic and Islamic Studies at Cornell University. He is the author
of Studies in Qur'an and Hadith: The Formation of the Islamic Law of Inheritance (1986), and co-editor of
Islamic Legal Interpretation: Muftis and the Fatwas (1996), and Editor of the journal Islamic Law and
Society.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wallace Long:

The book Law, Society and Culture in the Maghrib, 1300-1500 (Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization)
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave the great thing like a book Law, Society and Culture in the Maghrib, 1300-1500 (Cambridge
Studies in Islamic Civilization)? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Law, Society and Culture in the Maghrib, 1300-1500 (Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization) has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open
up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Dorothy Penland:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Law, Society and Culture in the Maghrib,
1300-1500 (Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization), you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you
still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Sandra Earnhardt:

Beside that Law, Society and Culture in the Maghrib, 1300-1500 (Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization)
in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have Law, Society and Culture in the Maghrib, 1300-1500 (Cambridge
Studies in Islamic Civilization) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you
have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Margaret Phillips:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to



reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Law, Society and Culture in the Maghrib, 1300-1500 (Cambridge
Studies in Islamic Civilization) can make you feel more interested to read.
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