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Secrets
Orphaned fifteen-year-old Judith Sparrow brings two secrets to her uncle's house
in South Carolina: one, that her grief-stricken mother died in a madhouse, the
other that she has disobeyed the only condition to living in her uncle's home --
nothing green is allowed in the house.
Judith can't bear to part with the photograph of her mother in its lovely green silk
frame. Surely this one small defiance will not jeopardize the happiness she finds
in South Carolina -- with a family at last, and new friends, especially Zeke Carey,
the miller's son.
But Uncle Geoffrey's house holds a secret of its own. And Judith's small picture
frame, hidden away at the bottom of her trunk, unleashes a powerful force that
seems determined to bring that secret into the open. Or is Judith simply following
her mother down the path toward madness?
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
"Then at the end of the street, the house--the large brown house with the two eyes--made me suddenly clutch
at the driver's arm as if to say, Turn back! Turn back!" At the first sight of her uncle's house--her future
home--an inexplicable cloud of foreboding engulfs orphaned teen Judith Sparrow. Unfortunately, her fears
are confirmed when she hears a mysterious scratching at the back of her closet and senses a ghostly presence
hovering over her at night. Even more chilling, Judith learns of the death of a girl named Jade Green from
the town gossip--a girl who lived in her uncle's house before Judith and died a horrible death on the attic
stairs. As it turns out, Jade dearly loved the color that was her name. Suddenly, Judith knows the reason she
was forbidden by her uncle to bring anything green into the house. She fears that by smuggling in a small
green picture frame, she has roused the sleeping ghost of Jade Green and assured the doom of all who sleep
under her uncle's roof!

Phyllis Reynolds Naylor, best known for her humorous Alice series and the award-winning Shiloh, has
dished up a fine gothic tale with all the trimmings: a brave, orphaned heroine; a dark and dreary manor; a
hunky savior; a dastardly villain; and the star of the cast--a ghostly severed hand that holds the secret to Jade
Green's untimely demise. This novel is a shivery delight that is ideal for both reading under the covers and
sharing aloud with a group of enthralled listeners. Heartily recommended. (Ages 12 to 15) --Jennifer Hubert

From Publishers Weekly
PW called this period ghost story about an orphaned girl who moves a great distance to live with her only
relatives "a satisfying spine-tingler." Ages 10-14. (June)
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 5-8-When Judith Sparrow is orphaned at age 15, she is lucky enough to be taken in by her elderly
Uncle Geoffrey in South Carolina, where she helps the cook with housework but is otherwise treated as
family. She finds work in a hatmaker's shop and makes friends, but two things mar her happiness. The first is
Charles, her 40-year-old unemployed, dissipated cousin, who lavishes unwanted attention on her. The second
is the mystery concerning a girl named Jade Green, who used to live in the house but who died gruesomely
three years earlier, supposedly by her own hand. Strange scratching noises coming from her closet, a
bloodstain on the stairs, and finally a hideous disembodied hand begin to terrorize Judith, until a final
showdown with Charles shows Judith the truth about Jade Green's demise. The slightly old-fashioned, first-
person narrative matches the period setting of this story, which is unspecified but is set sometime in the
horse-drawn past. Judith's adjustment to her new life, her budding friendship with a young man named Zeke,
and her growing horror of the supernatural happenings in her new home will absorb readers. Judith isn't a
particularly plucky heroine; she must be rescued twice, once by Zeke and once by Jade Green. Nevertheless,
this is a satisfying ghost story that demands to be read in one sitting.
Eva Mitnick, Los Angeles Public Library
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Alberto Meyer:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you that Jade Green : A Ghost Story book as
starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Ana Gaskill:

Here thing why this particular Jade Green : A Ghost Story are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful
as food or not. Jade Green : A Ghost Story giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with Jade Green : A Ghost Story. It gives you
thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Jade
Green : A Ghost Story in e-book can be your substitute.

Christopher Burnham:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Jade Green : A Ghost Story that give
your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be
said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly
be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick Jade
Green : A Ghost Story become your starter.

Heidi Crenshaw:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Jade Green : A Ghost Story e-book
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Jade Green : A Ghost Story as good book not just by
the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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