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“Honest, touching, and beautifully rendered . . . Far more than a book about
baseball, it is a deeply felt story of triumph and failure, dreams and
disappointments. Jim Abbott has hurled another gem.”—Jonathan Eig, New
York Times bestselling author of Luckiest Man
 
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
 
Born without a right hand, Jim Abbott dreamed of someday being a great athlete.
Raised in Flint, Michigan, by parents who encouraged him to compete, Jim
would become an ace pitcher for the University of Michigan. But his journey was
only beginning: By twenty-one, he’d won the gold medal game at the 1988
Olympics and—without spending a day in the minor leagues—cracked the
starting rotation of the California Angels. In 1991, he would finish third in the
voting for the Cy Young Award. Two years later, he would don Yankee
pinstripes and pitch one of the most dramatic no-hitters in major-league history.
 
In this honest and insightful book, Jim Abbott reveals the challenges he faced in
becoming an elite pitcher, the insecurities he dealt with in a life spent as the
different one, and the intense emotion generated by his encounters with disabled
children from around the country. With a riveting pitch-by-pitch account of his
no-hitter providing the ideal frame for his story, this unique athlete offers readers
an extraordinary and unforgettable memoir.
 
“Compelling . . . [a] big-hearted memoir.”—Los Angeles Times
 
“Inspirational.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer
 
Includes an exclusive conversation between Jim Abbott and Tim Brown in the
back of the book.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Amazon Exclusive: Essay by Jim Abbott

He wouldn't say it exactly, because precision with words wasn't his specialty, but my father was the first to
ask me, "So, what are you going to do about it?"

The question itself --framed as a challenge--came years later from a sports psychologist, long after I'd
become an adult and as I was nearing fatherhood. My father had warmed me to the answer.

I was born when my dad was 18, barely out of adolescence himself, not yet married to my mother, and
coping with his own response to a savagely simple call to obligation. I was born without a right hand, which,
in 1967, qualified me as "crippled," predecessor to "handicapped," then "disabled," then "challenged."

So, what was he going to do about it? What were we going to do about it?

Well, we fished. We rode a bike. We flew a kite. And, eventually, we played ball. In Flint, Michigan, that's
what boys did, what fathers and sons did. They played ball.

When I went out into the world and felt like I'd been spit out the other side, my father would turn me around,
open the front door and send me back out.

He'd lost his own father at a young age, and his childhood with him. He replaced both with a desire to see
more, and experience more. When everyone went right, Dad, often enough, went left. It wasn't willfulness,
but instinct. He raised me in the same manner, from a soul that told him I'd need to fall down in order to
stand. If he caught me today, I'd need someone to catch me and help me up tomorrow, and that wouldn't
work at all.

He let me fail, with the faith it would teach me to succeed. I learned that it was as hard on him as it was on
me, but not until my own children had fallen and risen themselves. Now one of my daughters will come to
me, her eyes moist and swollen, and I'll think of my dad and what he said. In a quiet moment, I'll look at my
little girl and I'll ask her:

"Well, honey, what are we going to do about it?"

Review
“Powerful.”—Library Journal
 
“Funny, heartbreaking, and triumphant . . . Still, to label this fine book ‘an inspiration’ almost misses the
point. Imperfect isn’t about learning to cope with a disability. It’s about becoming a man in
America.”—Mark Kriegel, author of Pistol: The Life of Pete Maravich and Namath: A Biography
 
“Terrific . . . Imperfect can teach all of us valuable lessons.”—Cal Ripken, Jr.



 
“A story of how to fight, overcome and, ultimately, thrive.”—Newsday

About the Author
Jim Abbott was a major league pitcher with the Los Angeles Angels and the New York Yankees, among
other teams. Born in 1967, he was an All-American at Michigan; won a gold medal with the 1988 Olympic
baseball team; and threw a no-hitter at Yankee Stadium in 1993. He retired in 1999. Abbott has worked with
the Department of Labor’s Office of Disability Employment Policy, has been a guest pitching instructor for
the Los Angeles Angels, and has appeared as a motivational speaker. He lives with his wife and two children
in Anaheim.
 
Tim Brown is an award-winning writer with twenty years of experience covering Major League Baseball at
the Los Angeles Times, The Star-Ledger, Cincinnati Enquirer, and Los Angeles Daily News. He studied
journalism at the University of Southern California and Cal State Northridge, and currently works for
Yahoo! Sports.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Betty Benner:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Imperfect: An Improbable Life seemed to
be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The e-book Imperfect: An Improbable Life is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Imperfect: An Improbable Life. You
never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Fred Green:

The reason? Because this Imperfect: An Improbable Life is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way.
So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Harry Barnes:

Imperfect: An Improbable Life can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend
that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Imperfect: An Improbable Life
however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information



that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial
imagining.

John Hayes:

Beside this kind of Imperfect: An Improbable Life in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so
don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Imperfect: An Improbable Life because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often
have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you
have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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