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Human Rights is an introductory text that is both innovative and challenging. It
invites students to think conceptually about one of the most important and
influential political concepts of our time. In this unique interdisciplinary
approach, Michael Freeman emphasizes the complex ways in which the
experiences of the victims of human rights violations are related to legal,
philosophical and social-scientific approaches to human rights.

By tracing the history of the concept, the book shows that there is a fundamental
tension between the philosophy of human rights and the way in which it is
understood in the social sciences. This analysis throws light on some of the most
controversial issues in the field: Is the idea of the universality of human rights
consistent with respect for cultural difference? Are there collective human rights?
Should feminists embrace, revise or reject the idea of human rights? Does the
idea of human rights distract our attention from the structural causes of
oppression and exploitation? What are the underlying causes of human rights
violations; and why do some countries have much worse human rights records
than others?

The book will appeal to students in the social sciences, as well as students of
human rights law who want an introduction to the non-legal aspects of their
subject. It will also be read by scholars interested in ethics and the social
sciences, as well as the general reader. This is a substantially revised edition that
takes account of recent events such as the ‘war on terror’ and the global
economic crisis of 2008.
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Human Rights is an introductory text that is both innovative and challenging. It invites students to think
conceptually about one of the most important and influential political concepts of our time. In this unique
interdisciplinary approach, Michael Freeman emphasizes the complex ways in which the experiences of the
victims of human rights violations are related to legal, philosophical and social-scientific approaches to
human rights.

By tracing the history of the concept, the book shows that there is a fundamental tension between the
philosophy of human rights and the way in which it is understood in the social sciences. This analysis throws
light on some of the most controversial issues in the field: Is the idea of the universality of human rights
consistent with respect for cultural difference? Are there collective human rights? Should feminists embrace,
revise or reject the idea of human rights? Does the idea of human rights distract our attention from the
structural causes of oppression and exploitation? What are the underlying causes of human rights violations;
and why do some countries have much worse human rights records than others?

The book will appeal to students in the social sciences, as well as students of human rights law who want an
introduction to the non-legal aspects of their subject. It will also be read by scholars interested in ethics and
the social sciences, as well as the general reader. This is a substantially revised edition that takes account of
recent events such as the ‘war on terror’ and the global economic crisis of 2008.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A comprehensive, well-informed and intelligent discussion of the contemporary theoretical and
philosophical debates in human rights. Crucially, Human Rights contextualizes its subject, deftly illustrating
the lasting contribution of humanities and social science analyses of the non-legal aspects of human rights.
Freeman manages to be both even-handed and incisive in his commentary and this textbook will appeal to
novices and experts alike."
Richard A. Wilson, University of Connecticut

"Michael Freeman's second edition of Human Rights is, like the first, very well written. In addition, it is very
well grounded in history and normative political theory. Moreover, it accurately summarizes much literature
in the social sciences dealing with both empirical theory and factual evidence."
Professor D. Forsythe, University of Nebraska

"When Polity published Human Rights in 2002, it filled a void. Finally, there was a book that introduced the
concept with all its complexities but in a clear style. Freeman's systematic approach and passionate prose
guided readers through a labyrinth of history, disciplines, and issues and allowed them to develop an
understanding of the history of human rights, along with a range of debates and conflicts surrounding them.
The layered analysis made the book equally attractive to the experts. Now, nearly a decade later, we have
more books on human rights, but none to replace Freeman's. The second edition, still maintaining the
original structure and broad scope, points to the elements of progress amidst ever increasing human rights
violations, albeit in a rapidly changing world."
Zehra F. Kabaskal Arat, Purchase College

From the Back Cover

About the Author
Michael Freeman is a research professor in the Department of Government at the University of Essex. He
has given lectures at universities in more than 20 countries and has published extensively on the theory and
practice of human rights.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Whisler:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
it is known to us that book is very important normally. The book Human Rights: An Interdisciplinary
Approach seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Human Rights: An Interdisciplinary Approach is
not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Human Rights: An
Interdisciplinary Approach. You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.



Evelyn Rogers:

This Human Rights: An Interdisciplinary Approach book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you
will get. This particular Human Rights: An Interdisciplinary Approach without we recognize teach the one
who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Human Rights: An
Interdisciplinary Approach can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow
to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Human Rights: An Interdisciplinary
Approach having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

John Montes:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know everything
we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This reserve Human Rights: An Interdisciplinary Approach was filled regarding science. Spend your
extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Carolyn Scott:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Human Rights: An Interdisciplinary Approach
to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially.
It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the publication Human
Rights: An Interdisciplinary Approach can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of that time.
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