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This book presents a cultural history of modern Iran from the point of view of
Shiraz, a city famous for its poetry and its traditions of scholarship. Exploring the
relationship among history, poetry and politics, the book analyses how Shiraz
came to be defined as the country’s cultural capital, and explains how Iranians
have used the concept of culture as a way of thinking about themselves, their past
and their relationship with the rest of the world.

Weaving together a theoretical approach with extensive ethnographic research,
the book suggests a model to integrate broad concerns with a nuanced analysis of
Iran’s cultural traditions and practices. The author’s interdisciplinary approach
sheds light on how contemporary Iranians relate to classical Persian poetry; on
the relationship between expressive forms and the political imagination; and on
the different ways teachers, professors, cultural managers, poets and scholars
think and work. He describes how history and poetry are the two dominant
modes to talk about the past, present and future of the town and demonstrates that
the question of knowledge is crucial to an understanding of the political and
existential dimensions of life in Iran today.

This book will be a major contribution to the current effort to move away from
nationalist views of Iranian history and culture, and as such will be of great
interest to scholars of cultural anthropology, history, Middle Eastern studies and
Iranian studies.
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This book presents a cultural history of modern Iran from the point of view of Shiraz, a city famous for its
poetry and its traditions of scholarship. Exploring the relationship among history, poetry and politics, the
book analyses how Shiraz came to be defined as the country’s cultural capital, and explains how Iranians
have used the concept of culture as a way of thinking about themselves, their past and their relationship with
the rest of the world.

Weaving together a theoretical approach with extensive ethnographic research, the book suggests a model to
integrate broad concerns with a nuanced analysis of Iran’s cultural traditions and practices. The author’s
interdisciplinary approach sheds light on how contemporary Iranians relate to classical Persian poetry; on the
relationship between expressive forms and the political imagination; and on the different ways teachers,
professors, cultural managers, poets and scholars think and work. He describes how history and poetry are
the two dominant modes to talk about the past, present and future of the town and demonstrates that the
question of knowledge is crucial to an understanding of the political and existential dimensions of life in Iran
today.

This book will be a major contribution to the current effort to move away from nationalist views of Iranian
history and culture, and as such will be of great interest to scholars of cultural anthropology, history, Middle
Eastern studies and Iranian studies.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Setrag Manoukian is an Italian anthropologist and historian of modern Iran. He is an assistant professor at
the Institute of Islamic Studies and the Department of Anthropology at McGill University in Montreal,
Canada. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pierre Taylor:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed
City of Knowledge in Twentieth Century Iran: Shiraz, History and Poetry (Iranian Studies)? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Bethany Christiansen:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one
along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The City of Knowledge in Twentieth Century Iran:
Shiraz, History and Poetry (Iranian Studies) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Goldie Oleary:

City of Knowledge in Twentieth Century Iran: Shiraz, History and Poetry (Iranian Studies) can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering
the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing City of Knowledge in Twentieth Century Iran: Shiraz, History and Poetry (Iranian Studies)
nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new
stage of crucial considering.



Hector Medlin:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find book
that need more time to be read. City of Knowledge in Twentieth Century Iran: Shiraz, History and Poetry
(Iranian Studies) can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.
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