
Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape

By Frans de Waal, Frans Lanting

Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape By Frans de Waal, Frans Lanting

This remarkable primate with the curious name is challenging established views
on human evolution. The bonobo, least known of the great apes, is a female-
centered, egalitarian species that has been dubbed the "make-love-not-war"
primate by specialists. In bonobo society, females form alliances to intimidate
males, sexual behavior (in virtually every partner combination) replaces
aggression and serves many social functions, and unrelated groups mingle
instead of fighting. The species's most striking achievement is not tool use or
warfare but sensitivity to others.

In the first book to combine and compare data from captivity and the field, Frans
de Waal, a world-renowned primatologist, and Frans Lanting, an internationally
acclaimed wildlife photographer, present the most up-to-date perspective
available on the bonobo. Focusing on social organization, de Waal compares the
bonobo with its better-known relative, the chimpanzee. The bonobo's relatively
nonviolent behavior and the tendency for females to dominate males confront the
evolutionary models derived from observing the chimpanzee's male power
politics, cooperative hunting, and intergroup warfare. Further, the bonobo's
frequent, imaginative sexual contacts, along with its low reproduction rate, belie
any notion that the sole natural purpose of sex is procreation. Humans share over
98 percent of their genetic material with the bonobo and the chimpanzee. Is it
possible that the peaceable bonobo has retained traits of our common ancestor
that we find hard to recognize in ourselves?

Eight superb full-color photo essays offer a rare view of the bonobo in its native
habitat in the rain forests of Zaire as well as in zoos and research facilities.
Additional photographs and highlighted interviews with leading bonobo experts
complement the text. This book points the way to viable alternatives to male-
based models of human evolution and will add considerably to debates on the
origin of our species. Anyone interested in primates, gender issues, evolutionary
psychology, and exceptional wildlife photography will find a fascinating
companion in Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape.
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This remarkable primate with the curious name is challenging established views on human evolution. The
bonobo, least known of the great apes, is a female-centered, egalitarian species that has been dubbed the
"make-love-not-war" primate by specialists. In bonobo society, females form alliances to intimidate males,
sexual behavior (in virtually every partner combination) replaces aggression and serves many social
functions, and unrelated groups mingle instead of fighting. The species's most striking achievement is not
tool use or warfare but sensitivity to others.

In the first book to combine and compare data from captivity and the field, Frans de Waal, a world-renowned
primatologist, and Frans Lanting, an internationally acclaimed wildlife photographer, present the most up-to-
date perspective available on the bonobo. Focusing on social organization, de Waal compares the bonobo
with its better-known relative, the chimpanzee. The bonobo's relatively nonviolent behavior and the tendency
for females to dominate males confront the evolutionary models derived from observing the chimpanzee's
male power politics, cooperative hunting, and intergroup warfare. Further, the bonobo's frequent,
imaginative sexual contacts, along with its low reproduction rate, belie any notion that the sole natural
purpose of sex is procreation. Humans share over 98 percent of their genetic material with the bonobo and
the chimpanzee. Is it possible that the peaceable bonobo has retained traits of our common ancestor that we
find hard to recognize in ourselves?

Eight superb full-color photo essays offer a rare view of the bonobo in its native habitat in the rain forests of
Zaire as well as in zoos and research facilities. Additional photographs and highlighted interviews with
leading bonobo experts complement the text. This book points the way to viable alternatives to male-based
models of human evolution and will add considerably to debates on the origin of our species. Anyone
interested in primates, gender issues, evolutionary psychology, and exceptional wildlife photography will
find a fascinating companion in Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
For Frans de Waal, man is not the only moral entity, as he made clear in his last book--Good Natured: The
Origins of Right and Wrong in Humans and Other Animals. The author has long been intrigued by
chimpanzee politics and mores, and now he has turned his human heart and scientific mind to a species
science has tended to celebrate solely for its sex drive. Bonobos may look like chimps, but they are actually
even closer to us--far more upright, physically, for a start. Furthermore, where chimpanzees hunt, fight, and
politic like mad, bonobos are peaceful, often ambisexual, and matriarchal. (Of course, hyenas are matriarchal
too, but that's another story ...) De Waal's collaborator, Frans Lanting, has been photographing these gentle
creatures for some years and augments the primatologist's explorations and interviews with hundreds of
superb color shots. The penultimate picture is of bonobos crossing a road while schoolchildren stand
watching, a short distance away. If, as the truism goes, all books about animal behavior are ultimately about
us, this exploration of the bonobo may be a step in the right direction.

From Booklist
Bonobos, formerly called "pygmy chimpanzees," are the least known of the great apes. This wonderful book
by a preeminent primatologist does much to introduce the general reader to one of our closest relatives.
Covering studies undertaken both in captivity and in the species' natural habitat in Zaire, de Waal's riveting
account compares bonobo behavior with that of the better-known chimpanzee and with humans.
Complemented by Frans Lanting's coffee-table-quality photographs of wild and captive bonobos, the
chapters cover the discovery of the bonobo (in 1929), its habitat and how it shaped the species' behavior, and
the fears for the future of wild bonobos in an unstable region. Interviews with researchers provide a full
picture of scientific studies, and extensive notes pertaining to each chapter explain many concepts in greater
detail. This highly recommended book should be in all libraries. One minor warning: bonobos engage in all
forms of sexual contact, and this behavior is fully explored in both the text and the photos. Nancy Bent

From Kirkus Reviews
Notes toward an understanding of the bonobo, Africa's most elusive primate, from the always engaging de
Waal, a noted primatologist (Good Natured, 1996). De Waal and photographer Lanting have crafted a book
likely to appeal to a large audience, combining hard-won information with superb, provocative images. The
bonobo, a close relative of the chimpanzee, exists only in a tiny community in the remote forest reaches of
northern Zaire. It has been the subject of little research, yet what is known of the species (through fieldwork
and zoo studies) is intriguing. The bonobo, de Waal notes, is ``a creature of considerable intellect with a
secure sense of its place in the world . . . so akin to ourselves that the dividing line is seriously blurred.'' But
the bonobo is very much its own species, living in a peaceful egalitarian society (female dominant), one that
substitutes sex for aggression, with ``a varied, almost imaginative, eroticism.'' While the sexual aspect is
absorbing and gets plenty of attention here, de Waal also probes social organization, methods of raising
offspring, modes of communication, and status in the wild. He knits together the work done on bonobos
(displaying an impressive talent for synthesizing his own work with that of others and presenting it in a
commonsensical, elegant voice), and provides some clearly argued theories about why bonobo society is the
way it is: Prolonged sexual attractiveness in the females, it is suggested, led to same-sex sexuality, which led
to female alliances and thus female dominance; in males, a reduced competition for mates led to reduced
alliances, obscured paternity, and reduced infanticide. Sadly, even in its obscure patch of land the peaceful
bonobo is threatened, stalked by poachers and facing a dwindling habitat. A fascinating, delightfully
successful treatment of an arresting creature. (75 color photos, 9 b&w photos, 9 maps and drawings) --
Copyright ©1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Mills:

The feeling that you get from Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape could be the more deep you digging the
information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to understand but Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So
it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having that Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape instantly.

Betty Williams:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Bonobo: The
Forgotten Ape, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Alexandria Sharp:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to
fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape can
be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Mary Scruggs:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of
book Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape. You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it
could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware
about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.



Download and Read Online Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape By Frans
de Waal, Frans Lanting #1H730K9VMFU



Read Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape By Frans de Waal, Frans Lanting
for online ebook

Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape By Frans de Waal, Frans Lanting Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to
read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read
books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to
read Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape By Frans de Waal, Frans Lanting books to read online.

Online Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape By Frans de Waal, Frans Lanting ebook PDF
download

Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape By Frans de Waal, Frans Lanting Doc

Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape By Frans de Waal, Frans Lanting Mobipocket

Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape By Frans de Waal, Frans Lanting EPub

1H730K9VMFU: Bonobo: The Forgotten Ape By Frans de Waal, Frans Lanting


