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In A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Shakespeare stages the workings of love.
Theseus and Hippolyta, about to marry, are figures from mythology. In the
woods outside Theseus’s Athens, two young men and two young women sort
themselves out into couples—but not before they form first one love triangle, and
then another.

Also in the woods, the king and queen of fairyland, Oberon and Titania, battle
over custody of an orphan boy; Oberon uses magic to make Titania fall in love
with a weaver named Bottom, whose head is temporarily transformed into that of
a donkey by a hobgoblin or “puck,” Robin Goodfellow. Finally, Bottom and his
companions ineptly stage the tragedy of “Pyramus and Thisbe.”

The authoritative edition of A Midsummer Night’s Dream from The Folger
Shakespeare Library, the trusted and widely used Shakespeare series for students
and general readers, includes:

-Freshly edited text based on the best early printed version of the play

-Full explanatory notes conveniently placed on pages facing the text of the play

-Scene-by-scene plot summaries

-A key to the play’s famous lines and phrases

-An introduction to reading Shakespeare’s language

-An essay by a leading Shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on
the play

-Fresh images from the Folger Shakespeare Library’s vast holdings of rare books

-An annotated guide to further reading
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Essay by Catherine Belsey

The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, is home to the world’s
largest collection of Shakespeare’s printed works, and a magnet for Shakespeare
scholars from around the globe. In addition to exhibitions open to the public
throughout the year, the Folger offers a full calendar of performances and
programs. For more information, visit Folger.edu.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This individual treatment, verbally and visually true to the spirit of the play, will reach a new audience
while delighting the old."

From the Publisher
This book is perfect for AP classes and is often selected for inclusion on the AP exam. The notes, reading
pointers, and vocabulary in this addition will also help students at a lower reading level get the most out of
these classics.

From the Inside Flap
Magic, love spells, and an enchanted wood provide the materials for one of Shakespeare's most delightful
comedies. When four young lovers, fleeing the Athenian law and their own mismatched rivalries, take to the
forest of Athens, their lives become entangled with a feud between the King and Queen of the Fairies. Some
Athenian tradesmen, rehearsing a play for the forthcoming wedding of Duke Theseus and his bride,
Hippolyta, unintentionally add to the hilarity. The result is a marvelous mix-up of desire and enchantment,
merriment and farce, all touched by Shakespeare's inimitable vision of the intriguing relationship between art
and life, dreams and the waking world.
Each Edition Includes:
- Comprehensive explanatory notes
- Vivid introductions and the most up-to-date scholarship
- Clear, modernized spelling and punctuation, enabling contemporary readers to understand the Elizabethan
English
- Completely updated, detailed bibliographies and performance histories
- An interpretive essay on film adaptations of the play, along with an extensive filmography

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Baum:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled A Midsummer
Night's Dream (Folger Shakespeare Library)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion
or you have various other opinion?

Joshua Nichols:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear



likes. Maybe you answer is usually A Midsummer Night's Dream (Folger Shakespeare Library) why because
the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside
or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show
you to pick up this book.

Mary Buss:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere?
It all right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like A Midsummer
Night's Dream (Folger Shakespeare Library) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's observe.

Raymond Brown:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this A Midsummer Night's Dream (Folger Shakespeare Library) can make you really feel more interested to
read.
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