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In this study of the rabbinic heretics who believed in Two Powersin Heaven,
Alan Segal explores some relationships between rabbinic Judaism, Merkabah
mysticism, and early Christianity. Two Powersin Heaven was avery early
category of heresy. It was one of the basic categories by which the rabbis
perceived the new phenomenon of Christianity and one of the central issues over
which Judaism and Christianity separated. Segal reconstructs the devel opment of
the heresy through prudent dating of the stages of the rabbinic traditions. The
basic heresy involved interpreting scripture to say that a principal angelic or
hypostatic manifestation in heaven was equivalent to God. The earliest heretics
believed in two complementary powers in heaven, while later heretics believed in
two opposing powers in heaven. Segal stresses the importance of perceiving the
relevance of rabbinic material for solving traditional problems of New Testament
and gnostic scholarship, and at the same time maintains the necessity of reading
those literatures for dating rabbinic material. Please note that Two Powersin
Heaven was previously published by Brill in hardback, ISBN 90 04 05453 7 (no
longer available).
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In this study of the rabbinic heretics who believed in Two Powersin Heaven, Alan Segal explores some

rel ationships between rabbinic Judaism, Merkabah mysticism, and early Christianity. Two Powersin Heaven
was avery early category of heresy. It was one of the basic categories by which the rabbis perceived the new
phenomenon of Christianity and one of the central issues over which Judaism and Christianity separated.
Segal reconstructs the development of the heresy through prudent dating of the stages of the rabbinic
traditions. The basic heresy involved interpreting scripture to say that a principal angelic or hypostatic
manifestation in heaven was equivalent to God. The earliest heretics believed in two complementary powers
in heaven, while later heretics believed in two opposing powers in heaven. Segal stresses the importance of
perceiving the relevance of rabbinic material for solving traditional problems of New Testament and gnostic
scholarship, and at the same time maintains the necessity of reading those literatures for dating rabbinic
material. Please note that Two Powersin Heaven was previously published by Brill in hardback, ISBN 90 04
05453 7 (no longer available).
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Alan Segal is Professor of Religion at Barnard College, Columbia University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Earl Martinez:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all peoplein the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't would
like do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Two Powersin Heaven: Early Rabbinic
Reports About Christianity and Gnosticism. All type of book can you see on many sources. Y ou can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

India Oakley:

Here thing why this particular Two Powersin Heaven: Early Rabbinic Reports About Christianity and
Gnosticism are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends
in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Two Powersin Heaven:
Early Rabbinic Reports About Christianity and Gnosticism giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Two Powersin Heaven:
Early Rabbinic Reports About Christianity and Gnosticism. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up
your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you
be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Two Powersin Heaven: Early
Rabbinic Reports About Christianity and Gnosticism in e-book can be your alternative.

Gilbert Pellerin:

The book untitled Two Powersin Heaven: Early Rabbinic Reports About Christianity and Gnosticism
contain alot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site and order it. Have anice study.



Eunice Huynh:

Beside thiskind of Two Powersin Heaven: Early Rabbinic Reports About Christianity and Gnosticism in
your phone, it may give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you can got hereis fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Two Powers in Heaven: Early Rabbinic Reports
About Christianity and Gnosticism because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have
book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have thisin your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from now!
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