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Editorial Review

Review

"[A] fluent and accurate rendering of an often complex text . . . of central importance to late Roman and
Byzantine history. Prokopios will finally take his rightful place alongside historians of the ancient world
such as Thucydides and Polybius." --John F. Haldon, Princeton University

"Kaldellis is a gifted translator and a talented historian. . . [His] introduction situates the Wars very well,
summarizing the latest scholarship, much of it Kaldellis' own. Kaldellis writes with authority on the author,
his writings, and the armies of Justinian; he also directs the reader to the classical authors--Thucydides,
Herodotus and Xenophon--whose methods and works shaped Procopius' narrative and from which he chose
templates to structure his set pieces, most famously an account of the plague of 542. This is an impeccable
work of the greatest value. Its many maps are superb. It will certainly be used by scholars, even those with
good Greek, for its copious erudite notes, both historical and literary. Most impressive are the countless
references to classical sources, making this also an elucidation of Byzantine learning in the sixth century." --
Paul Stephenson, Radboud University Nijmegen

"I used a pre-publication version of Anthony Kaldellis’s translation of Prokopios’ Wars last spring for my
class at Georgetown on the reign of Justinian. We read the whole translation cover to cover, and the students
benefitted greatly from having a single handy volume of the Wars (vs. having to buy all the Loebs or, worse,
an abridged translation). Our unanimous conclusion in the class was that Kaldellis’s translation is accurate,
readable, and authoritative. The notes are invaluable helps to understanding the details of the more technical
sections, especially in their lucid explanations of the warfare, geography, and complex political machinations
of the late Roman state. One great benefit of Kaldellis, over the Dewing translation, is that he sees clearly the
elements of the Wars that could be stumbling blocks for students. He focuses his notes on what is most
important to know so that they can read with fluency one of the great histories of the ancient world. Kaldellis
obviously cares deeply, based on years of teaching experience, that students actually enjoy Prokopios, as
much students in past generations have enjoyed Herodotus and Thucydides. In other words, Kaldellis’s
translation puts Prokopios in his rightful historiographical company within the classroom. The maps are
masterful and serve as a necessary and elucidating complement to the translation. Likewise, the diagrams of
battles, crisp in-text images (of coins and monuments), and the lavish appendices, with genealogies and
chronological lists of rulers, fill this volume to the brim with useful tools for both teacher and student. The
index is also remarkably copious and detailed. All in all, this is a volume that is specifically designed, by a
master of the discipline, to inspire students to relish Late Antiquity and Byzantium. I can think of no better
single translation to hook readers on the captivating world of late antique historiography and, especially, on
Prokopios as its most talented exemplar." --Scott Johnson, Georgetown University

About the Author

Anthony Kaldellis is Professor of Classics, The Ohio State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Edward Rideout:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled The
Wars of Justinian (Hackett Classics)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have additional opinion?

James Benavidez:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Wars of Justinian (Hackett Classics) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Brenda Rodriguez:

This The Wars of Justinian (Hackett Classics) is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly
full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Wars of
Justinian (Hackett Classics) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one.
We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So
, this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Daniel White:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Wars of Justinian
(Hackett Classics) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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