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Afghan-American Nadia Hashimi's literary debut novel isasearing tale of
powerlessness, fate, and the freedom to control one's own fate that combines the
cultural flavor and emotional resonance of the works of Khaled Hosseini, Jhumpa
Lahiri, and Lisa See.

In Kabul, 2007, with a drug-addicted father and no brothers, Rahima and her
sisters can only sporadically attend school, and can rarely leave the house. Their
only hope liesin the ancient custom of bacha posh, which allows young Rahima
to dress and be treated as a boy until she is of marriageable age. As ason, she can
attend school, go to the market, and chaperone her older sisters.

But Rahimais not the first in her family to adopt this unusual custom. A century
earlier, her great-great grandmother, Shekiba, left orphaned by an epidemic,
saved herself and built anew life the same way.

Crisscrossing in time, The Pear| the Broke Its Shell interweaves the tales of these
two women separated by a century who share similar destinies. But what will
happen once Rahimais of marriageable age? Will Shekiba always live as a man?
And if Rahima cannot adapt to life as a bride, how will she survive?
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Afghan-American Nadia Hashimi's literary debut novel is a searing tale of powerlessness, fate, and the
freedom to control one's own fate that combines the cultural flavor and emotional resonance of the works of
Khaled Hosseini, Jhumpa Lahiri, and Lisa See.

In Kabul, 2007, with a drug-addicted father and no brothers, Rahima and her sisters can only sporadically
attend school, and can rarely leave the house. Their only hope liesin the ancient custom of bacha posh,
which alows young Rahimato dress and be treated as a boy until she is of marriageable age. As ason, she
can attend school, go to the market, and chaperone her older sisters.

But Rahimais not the first in her family to adopt this unusual custom. A century earlier, her great-great
grandmother, Shekiba, left orphaned by an epidemic, saved hersalf and built a new life the same way.

Crisscrossing in time, The Pear| the Broke Its Shell interweaves the tales of these two women separated by a
century who share similar destinies. But what will happen once Rahimais of marriageable age? Will Shekiba
aways live asaman? And if Rahima cannot adapt to life as a bride, how will she survive?
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

* Starred Review* Hashimi’ sfirst novel tells the story of two young Afghan women, separated by a century,
who disguise themselves as boys in order to survive. In 2007, nine-year-old Rahima, the middle child among
five daughters, becomes a bacha posh, a girl who dresses as a boy so that she can run to the market and
escort her sisters when they leave the house. Rahima enjoys incredible freedoms as a boy, from attending
school to roughhousing with children her age, but it all comes to an abrupt end when Abdul Khalig, avicious
warlord, decides he wants her for hiswife. Only 13 when she's forced to marry Abdul Khalig, Rahima draws
her strength from her aunt’ s tales of her ancestor Shekiba, who as ayoung girl was scarred by kitchen il and
was reviled by her extended family after the death of her parents and siblings. Shekiba eventually found
unlikely refuge in the king' s palace in Kabul, dressing as a man to guard the king’s harem. Alternating
between Rahima and Shekiba' s stories, Hashimi weaves together two equally engrossing storiesin her epic,
spellbinding debut. --Kristine Huntley

Review

“Nadia Hashimi has written, first and foremost, atender and beautiful family story. Her always engaging
multigenerational tale isa portrait of Afghanistan in all of its perplexing, enigmatic glory, and amirror into
the still ongoing struggles of Afghan women.” (Khaled Hosseini, author of And the Mountains Echoed and
The Kite Runner)

“A fascinating look at the unspoken lives of Afghani women, separated by generations and miles, yet
achingly similar. Thisis a story to transport you and make you think.” (Shilpi Somaya Gowda, New York
Times bestselling author of Secret Daughter)

“Hashimi weaves together two equally engrossing storiesin her epic, spellbinding debut.” (Booklist (starred
review))

From the Back Cover
A luminous and unforgettable tale of two women, destiny, and identity in Afghanistan

Kabul, 2007: The Taliban rules the streets. With a drug-addicted father and no brothers, Rahima and her
sisters can rarely leave the house or attend school. Their only hope lies in the ancient Afghan custom of
bacha posh, which alows young Rahimato dress and be treated as a son until she is of marriageable age. As
aboy, she has the kind of freedom that was previously unimaginable . . . freedom that will transform her
forever.

But Rahimais not the first in her family to adopt this unusual custom. A century earlier, her great-great-
grandmother Shekiba, left orphaned by an epidemic, saved herself and built a new life in the same way—the
change took her on ajourney from the deprivation of lifein arural village to the opulence of aking's palace
in the bustling metropolis of Kabul.

Crisscrossing in time, The Pearl That Broke Its Shell interweaves the stories of these two remarkable women
who are separated by a century but share the same courage and dreams.
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Arthur West:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the erawhich is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading books. It isagood choice for you personally but the problems coming to
an individual isyou don't know which one you should start with. This The Pearl That Broke Its Shell: A
Novel is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want
and need in thisera.

Bruce Jones:

Beside that The Pearl That Broke Its Shell: A Novel in your phone, it can give you away to get more close
to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the
oven so don't be worry if you fedl like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The
Pearl That Broke Its Shell: A Novel because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do
you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if
you have thisinside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. Technigues you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well asread it from currently!

Patrice Reese;

Asapupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading'sinternal or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photos on there. Y eah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on thistime,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
The Pearl That Broke Its Shell: A Novel can make you really feel more interested to read.

Nicole Powell:

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source which
filled update of news. In this modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book,
fresh and comic. Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just trying to find the The Pearl That Broke Its Shell: A Novel when you needed it?



Download and Read Online The Pear| That Brokelts Shell: A Novel
By Nadia Hashimi #36PRBXLOTE4



Read The Pear| That Broke Its Shell: A Novel By Nadia Hashimi for
online ebook

The Pearl That Broke Its Shell: A Novel By Nadia Hashimi Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read,
good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books
online, booksto read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read
The Pearl That Broke Its Shell: A Novel By Nadia Hashimi books to read online.

Online The Pear| That Broke Its Shell: A Novel By Nadia Hashimi ebook PDF
download

The Pear| That Broke Its Shell: A Novel By Nadia Hashimi Doc
The Pear| That Broke Its Shell: A Novel By Nadia Hashimi M obipocket
The Pear| That Broke Its Shell: A Novel By Nadia Hashimi EPub

36PRBXLOTE4: The Pear| That Broke Its Shell: A Novel By Nadia Hashimi



