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When this classic work was first published in 1976, its central tenet--more is not
necessarily better--placed it in direct conflict with mainstream thought in
economics. Within a few years, however, this apparently paradoxical claim was
gaining wide acceptance. Scitovsky's ground-breaking book was the first to apply
theories of behaviorist psychology to questions of consumer behavior and to do
so in accessible, non-technical language. Setting out to analyze the failures of our
consumerist lifestyle, Scitovsky concluded that people's need for stimulation is so
vital that it can lead to violence if not satisfied by novelty--whether in
challenging work, art, fashion, gadgets, late-model cars, or scandal.
Though much of the book stands as a record of American post-war prosperity
and its problems, the revised edition also takes into account recent social and
economic changes. A new preface and a foreword by economist Robert Frank
cover some of these issues. Two revised chapters discuss the assimilation of
counter-cultural ideas throughout American society, especially ideas concerning
the quality of life. Scitovsky draws fascinating connections between the new elite
of college-educated consumers and the emergence of a growing underclass
plagued by drugs and violence, perceptively tracing the reactions of these
disparate groups to the problems of leisure and boredom. In the wake of the the
so-called "decade of greed" and amidst calls for a "kinder, gentler" society, The
Joyless Economy seems more timely than ever.
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When this classic work was first published in 1976, its central tenet--more is not necessarily better--placed it
in direct conflict with mainstream thought in economics. Within a few years, however, this apparently
paradoxical claim was gaining wide acceptance. Scitovsky's ground-breaking book was the first to apply
theories of behaviorist psychology to questions of consumer behavior and to do so in accessible, non-
technical language. Setting out to analyze the failures of our consumerist lifestyle, Scitovsky concluded that
people's need for stimulation is so vital that it can lead to violence if not satisfied by novelty--whether in
challenging work, art, fashion, gadgets, late-model cars, or scandal.
Though much of the book stands as a record of American post-war prosperity and its problems, the revised
edition also takes into account recent social and economic changes. A new preface and a foreword by
economist Robert Frank cover some of these issues. Two revised chapters discuss the assimilation of
counter-cultural ideas throughout American society, especially ideas concerning the quality of life. Scitovsky
draws fascinating connections between the new elite of college-educated consumers and the emergence of a
growing underclass plagued by drugs and violence, perceptively tracing the reactions of these disparate
groups to the problems of leisure and boredom. In the wake of the the so-called "decade of greed" and amidst
calls for a "kinder, gentler" society, The Joyless Economy seems more timely than ever.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

About the Author:
Tibor Scitovsky is Emeritus Professor of Economics at Stanford University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christina Rogers:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Joyless Economy: The
Psychology of Human Satisfaction and Consumer Dissatisfaction (Galaxy Books) is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Lawrence Howe:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a publication. The book The Joyless Economy: The Psychology of Human Satisfaction and
Consumer Dissatisfaction (Galaxy Books) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from
a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Rosemarie Sanders:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book The Joyless Economy: The Psychology of Human
Satisfaction and Consumer Dissatisfaction (Galaxy Books) was colorful and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book The Joyless Economy: The Psychology of Human Satisfaction and
Consumer Dissatisfaction (Galaxy Books) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your
case and try to like reading this.



Jillian Harrington:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Joyless Economy: The
Psychology of Human Satisfaction and Consumer Dissatisfaction (Galaxy Books) to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and examining
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book
The Joyless Economy: The Psychology of Human Satisfaction and Consumer Dissatisfaction (Galaxy
Books) can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of their time.
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