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A quintessential American heroine, Eliza Birdwell is a wonderful blend of
would-be austerity, practicality, and gentle humor when it comes to keeping her
faith and caring for her family and community. Her husband, Jess, shares Eliza's
love of people and peaceful ways but, unlike Eliza, also displays a fondness for a
fast horse and a lively tune. With their children, they must negotiate their way
through a world that constantly confronts them-sometimes with candor,
sometimes with violence-and tests the strength of their beliefs. Whether it's a gift
parcel arriving on their doorstep or Confederate soldiers approaching their land,
the Birdwells embrace life with emotion, conviction, and a love for one another
that seems to conquer all.
The Friendly Persuasion has charmed generations of readers as one of our classic
tales of the American Midwest.
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A quintessential American heroine, Eliza Birdwell is a wonderful blend of would-be austerity, practicality,
and gentle humor when it comes to keeping her faith and caring for her family and community. Her husband,
Jess, shares Eliza's love of people and peaceful ways but, unlike Eliza, also displays a fondness for a fast
horse and a lively tune. With their children, they must negotiate their way through a world that constantly
confronts them-sometimes with candor, sometimes with violence-and tests the strength of their beliefs.
Whether it's a gift parcel arriving on their doorstep or Confederate soldiers approaching their land, the
Birdwells embrace life with emotion, conviction, and a love for one another that seems to conquer all.
The Friendly Persuasion has charmed generations of readers as one of our classic tales of the American
Midwest.
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Editorial Review

Review

PRAISE FOR JESSAMYN WEST AND THE FRIENDLY PERSUASION
"You will laugh out loud and cry . . . A testament . . . to that faith in humankind that has made the American
dream."-The Philadelphia Inquirer

"West writes gracefully, occasionally poetically, in a voice both innocent and brave."-The Washington Post

From the Back Cover

A S a n F r a n c i s c o C h r o n i c l e western 100 Best Book of the Twentieth Century

A quintessential American heroine, Eliza Birdwell is a wonderful blend of would-be austerity, practicality,
and gentle humor when it comes to keeping her faith and caring for her family and community. Her husband,
Jess, shares Eliza's love of people and peaceful
ways but, unlike Eliza, he displays a fondness for a fast horse and a lively tune. With their children, they
must negotiate their way through the Civil War, a time that constantly confronts them and tests the strength
of their beliefs. Whether it's a gift parcel arriving on their doorstep or Confederate soldiers approaching their
land, the Birdwells embrace life with emotion, conviction, and a love for one another that seems to conquer
all.
Jessamyn West's first novel and a classic tale of the American Midwest, The Friendly Persuasion will charm
generations of readers, as it has in the past, for years to come.

"West writes gracefully...poetically, in a voice both innocent and brave."-The Washington Post

Jessamyn West (1902-1984) was born in Indiana to Quaker parents and lived most of her life in California.
Her work appeared in Harper's, Mademoiselle, Kenyon Review, and the New Yorker among other
publications. Her other books include Massacre at Fall Creek and The Collected Stories of Jessamyn West.

About the Author

Jessamyn West (1902-1984) was born in Indiana to Quaker parents and lived most of her life in California.
Her work has appeared in Harper's, Mademoiselle, Kenyon Review, the New Yorker, and Redbook, among
others. Her other books include The State of Stony Lonesome, Massacre at Fall Creek, and The Collected
Stories of Jessamyn West.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



James Williams:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book has
a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The The
friendly persuasion will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Carolyn Franklin:

Beside this particular The friendly persuasion in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven
so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
friendly persuasion because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from today!

Doris Blair:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This guide The friendly persuasion was filled with regards to science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Nathaniel Mitchell:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but novel and The friendly persuasion as well as others sources
were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and
more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes The friendly
persuasion to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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