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Law can be looked at from both an internal legal perspective - reflected in the
official discourse supporting legal decisions - and an external perspective - which
is pursued by studies that look at the law from the outside as the subject of
sociological, economic, or philosophical analysis. This external dimension -
related to extra-legal factors that impact the law, such as the institutional
environment in which the law is applied - is usually ignored, or not addressed
systematically by studies that focus on the internal perspective. By systematically
internalizing these 'external' elements into legal theory and practice, contextual
approaches lead to the development of better descriptive theories and more
attractive normative models of the law, and specifically EU law, than de-
contextualized approaches allow for. Additionally, contextual approaches are
more self-aware than de-contextualized approaches, since they are able to make
sense of the role that legal practice (by judges, legal practitioners, and academics)
plays in the development of the law.

It is through a contextual approach that Pedro Caro de Sousa develops a general
theory of European constitutional law, in particular free movement law and the
EU fundamental freedoms. As a contribution to the development of EU
constitutionalism, this monograph focuses on the interplay between the different
normative concerns behind the EU's market freedoms identified in traditional
legal discourse and the various extra-legal and institutional factors that affect
how that law is applied and develops in practice. Moving away from traditional
studies of free movement law, Caro de Sousa's book offers a fresh approach to
free movement law. Rather than proposing normative approaches, he uses this
approach to construct a broader thesis: that the EU law of free movement can
best be understood as interplay of traditional legal doctrines and practices and the
specific institutional environment where this law is applied and developed.
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Law can be looked at from both an internal legal perspective - reflected in the official discourse supporting
legal decisions - and an external perspective - which is pursued by studies that look at the law from the
outside as the subject of sociological, economic, or philosophical analysis. This external dimension - related
to extra-legal factors that impact the law, such as the institutional environment in which the law is applied -
is usually ignored, or not addressed systematically by studies that focus on the internal perspective. By
systematically internalizing these 'external' elements into legal theory and practice, contextual approaches
lead to the development of better descriptive theories and more attractive normative models of the law, and
specifically EU law, than de-contextualized approaches allow for. Additionally, contextual approaches are
more self-aware than de-contextualized approaches, since they are able to make sense of the role that legal
practice (by judges, legal practitioners, and academics) plays in the development of the law.

It is through a contextual approach that Pedro Caro de Sousa develops a general theory of European
constitutional law, in particular free movement law and the EU fundamental freedoms. As a contribution to
the development of EU constitutionalism, this monograph focuses on the interplay between the different
normative concerns behind the EU's market freedoms identified in traditional legal discourse and the various
extra-legal and institutional factors that affect how that law is applied and develops in practice. Moving away
from traditional studies of free movement law, Caro de Sousa's book offers a fresh approach to free
movement law. Rather than proposing normative approaches, he uses this approach to construct a broader
thesis: that the EU law of free movement can best be understood as interplay of traditional legal doctrines
and practices and the specific institutional environment where this law is applied and developed.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Pedro Caro de Sousa, Lecturer in Law, University of Reading

Pedro Caro de Sousa specializes in EU Law, International Economic Law, and Competition Law. He has
also researched on Legal Theory and Public Law, particularly on Constitutional Law and Theory. He has
published numerous articles in peer-reviewed journals, including the European Law Review, the European
Law Journal, the German Law Journal, the Cambridge Journal of International and Comparative Law, and
the European Journal of Legal Studies.

Pedro is currently a Lecturer in Law at the University of Reading, and a Visiting Tutor in EU Law and
Competition Law at the University of Oxford. In the past he has also taught at King's College, London, at
Universidade Catolica de Lisboa, and been a Graduate Teaching Assistant in Competition Law at the
University of Oxford. He is a dual-qualified lawyer (in Portugal and England and Wales), having worked for
many years at Linklaters LLP in both Lisbon and London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Lippert:

Here thing why this specific The European Fundamental Freedoms: A Contextual Approach (Oxford Studies
in European Law) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The European Fundamental
Freedoms: A Contextual Approach (Oxford Studies in European Law) giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with The
European Fundamental Freedoms: A Contextual Approach (Oxford Studies in European Law). It gives you
thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
The European Fundamental Freedoms: A Contextual Approach (Oxford Studies in European Law) in e-book
can be your alternative.

Enrique Flora:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to your account is The European Fundamental Freedoms: A Contextual Approach
(Oxford Studies in European Law) this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this
world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that



writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this
book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Kyle Gill:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book The European Fundamental Freedoms: A Contextual Approach (Oxford
Studies in European Law) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how
big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book which you wanted.

Barbera Champ:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The European Fundamental Freedoms: A
Contextual Approach (Oxford Studies in European Law) to make your own personal reading is interesting.
Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple
book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be
1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve The European
Fundamental Freedoms: A Contextual Approach (Oxford Studies in European Law) can to be your new
friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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