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Following her defeat in the Spanish-American War of 1898, Spain shifted her
colonial focus to her Protectorate in northern Morocco. When Spanish conscripts
began to fight and to die by the thousands, political fallout forced the government
to create a new unit of professional soldiers. This unit would serve the dual
function of providing fighting men for Moroccan service, while sparing the lives
of conscripted men. Under its founder, José Millán Astray, and his deputy,
Francisco Franco, the Spanish Foreign Legion would quickly become the
spearhead for Spain's army in Africa. This is the story of the creation,
organization, and combat role of the Legion in its formative years from 1919 to
1927.

Based upon archival sources in Madrid, Segovia, and Ceuta, this is the first and
most complete history in English or Spanish of the early years of the Spanish
Foreign Legion. The unit was instrumental in crushing Abd-el-Krim's rebellion
against Spanish colonial authority. When the Riffians annihilated the army of
General Silvestre at Annual in 1921 and were poised to attack the Spanish
enclave of Melilla, it was the arrival of the Legion that pacified its panic-stricken
citizens. The force would be in the vanguard of all major offensives undertaken
in recapturing the territory lost in 1921, and its amphibious landing at Alhucemas
Bay in 1925 marked the beginning of the end for the Rif Rebellion.
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Following her defeat in the Spanish-American War of 1898, Spain shifted her colonial focus to her
Protectorate in northern Morocco. When Spanish conscripts began to fight and to die by the thousands,
political fallout forced the government to create a new unit of professional soldiers. This unit would serve the
dual function of providing fighting men for Moroccan service, while sparing the lives of conscripted men.
Under its founder, José Millán Astray, and his deputy, Francisco Franco, the Spanish Foreign Legion would
quickly become the spearhead for Spain's army in Africa. This is the story of the creation, organization, and
combat role of the Legion in its formative years from 1919 to 1927.

Based upon archival sources in Madrid, Segovia, and Ceuta, this is the first and most complete history in
English or Spanish of the early years of the Spanish Foreign Legion. The unit was instrumental in crushing
Abd-el-Krim's rebellion against Spanish colonial authority. When the Riffians annihilated the army of
General Silvestre at Annual in 1921 and were poised to attack the Spanish enclave of Melilla, it was the
arrival of the Legion that pacified its panic-stricken citizens. The force would be in the vanguard of all major
offensives undertaken in recapturing the territory lost in 1921, and its amphibious landing at Alhucemas Bay
in 1925 marked the beginning of the end for the Rif Rebellion.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A very well done, very readable treatment of the early history of one of the most formidable fighting forces
of the twentieth century. The Betrothed of Deathr is very detailed, refreshingly even-handed, and well
documented. Descriptions of battles are quite clear, and there are a number of excellent word portraits of
some of the most interesting soldiers of the century, including not only Francisco Franco, but also such
remarkable characters as Jose Millan Astray, Albert Castro Girona, and many others not well known outside
of Spain. Worthwhile reading for anyone interested in colonial warfare, the Spanish Civil War, in which
many of the legionaries would rise to high rank, and elite forces."-The NYMAS Newsletter

"This chronological narrative fills a gap in the history of the Spanish Foreign Legion."-Choice

"Alvarez takes the reader to new ground with his excellent look at the Spanish Foreign Legion's first
campaigns in Africa."-Star-Banner

"Jose Alvarez should be commended for tackling such a difficult subject....more entertainingly written than
any of the many plodding semi-official histories in Spanish."-The International History Review

"Jose Alvarez's book provides the most detailed history in English concerning the establishment of the
Spanish Foreign Legion and its role in Spain's "pacification" effects in its Moroccan protectorate during the
1920s."-The Journal of Military History

?This chronological narrative fills a gap in the history of the Spanish Foreign Legion.?-Choice

?Alvarez takes the reader to new ground with his excellent look at the Spanish Foreign Legion's first
campaigns in Africa.?-Star-Banner

?Jose Alvarez should be commended for tackling such a difficult subject....more entertainingly written than
any of the many plodding semi-official histories in Spanish.?-The International History Review

?Jose Alvarez's book provides the most detailed history in English concerning the establishment of the
Spanish Foreign Legion and its role in Spain's "pacification" effects in its Moroccan protectorate during the
1920s.?-The Journal of Military History

?A very well done, very readable treatment of the early history of one of the most formidable fighting forces
of the twentieth century. The Betrothed of Deathr is very detailed, refreshingly even-handed, and well
documented. Descriptions of battles are quite clear, and there are a number of excellent word portraits of
some of the most interesting soldiers of the century, including not only Francisco Franco, but also such
remarkable characters as Jose Millan Astray, Albert Castro Girona, and many others not well known outside
of Spain. Worthwhile reading for anyone interested in colonial warfare, the Spanish Civil War, in which
many of the legionaries would rise to high rank, and elite forces.?-The NYMAS Newsletter

"Alvarez has written one of the best books available on a twentieth century European military unit. He tells
the fascinating story of the Spanish Foreign Legion in its wars in North Africa. It is an incredible tale of
military values, courage, and warfare."-James W. Cortada Editor, Historical Dictionary of the Spanish Civil



War

"Jose Alvarez's The Betrothed of Death: The Spanish Foreign Legion during the Rif Rebellion 1920-1927
will be welcomed by scholars of the Iberian Peninsula. Those interested in 20th century Spanish history will
profit from the detailed analysis of the origins of the Spanish Foreign Legion and the role played by this
remarkable institution in Spain's fraught relations with the protectorate in Morocco and in the development
of Spanish domestic politics."-Judith Keene Department of History The University of Sydney

"Although often neglected by military historians, Spanish Morocco merits an important place in the history
of modern colonial conflict and counter-insurgency. As Jose Alvarez demonstrates, during the 1920s the
Spanish Foreign Legion played a crucial role in the fighting in North Africa. His book covers the fascinating
early history of this very colorful fighting force, providing readers with valuable insight into its composition,
organization, and military methods and feats."-Geoffrey Jensen Visiting Senior Lecturer Royal Military
Academy Sandhurst Assistant Professor of History University of Southern Mississippi

About the Author

JOSÉ E. ÁLVAREZ is Assistant Professor of History at the University of Houston-Downtown. Born in
Marianao, Cuba, he came to the United States in 1961. He is a member of the Society for Military History
and the Society for Spanish and Portuguese Historical Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margaret Wynkoop:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading whatever they
have because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading through a
book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you
will want this The Betrothed of Death: The Spanish Foreign Legion During the Rif Rebellion, 1920-1927
(Contributions in Comparative Colonial Studies).

Nancy Leto:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book The Betrothed of Death: The Spanish Foreign
Legion During the Rif Rebellion, 1920-1927 (Contributions in Comparative Colonial Studies). You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of
book The Betrothed of Death: The Spanish Foreign Legion During the Rif Rebellion, 1920-1927
(Contributions in Comparative Colonial Studies). You can add information and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible
to know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.



Jonathan Leake:

This The Betrothed of Death: The Spanish Foreign Legion During the Rif Rebellion, 1920-1927
(Contributions in Comparative Colonial Studies) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is
in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This specific The
Betrothed of Death: The Spanish Foreign Legion During the Rif Rebellion, 1920-1927 (Contributions in
Comparative Colonial Studies) without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry The Betrothed of Death: The Spanish Foreign Legion During
the Rif Rebellion, 1920-1927 (Contributions in Comparative Colonial Studies) can bring any time you are
and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop
even phone. This The Betrothed of Death: The Spanish Foreign Legion During the Rif Rebellion, 1920-1927
(Contributions in Comparative Colonial Studies) having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so
you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Sean Rusin:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled The Betrothed of Death: The Spanish
Foreign Legion During the Rif Rebellion, 1920-1927 (Contributions in Comparative Colonial Studies) can
be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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