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This true story of a boy who must overcome prejudice and weakness to treat
a group of special needs children with the respect—and love—they deserve
“will give your innards a bear hug. . . . You will read this book with a lump
in your throat.” (Lincoln Journal)
 
From Ron Jones, a teacher who started the classroom program that inspired the
movie The Wave, comes a memoir about a life-changing summer.
 
Ron expected that his time as a counselor at Camp Wiggin would be filled with
sunny days spent hiking, swimming, and boating. But when he arrives on day
one, his illusions are quickly shattered. He knew that the kids would be
“handicapped,” but he didn’t anticipate having to care for children who can
barely walk or see or retain the use of their limbs. At first, the severity of the
campers’ disabilities seems too much to bear. But everything changes once Ron
gets to know his group—kids who call themselves “the Acorn People” because of
the acorn necklaces they wear around their necks. The campers teach him that,
inside, they are the same as any average kid, and with encouragement,
determination, and friendship, nothing is impossible.
 
“A fantastic and beautiful story.”—Seattle Times

“Uncomfortably moving, yet told in surprisingly unsentimental terms. . . .
Succinct and tender, it will haunt the reader long after the brief passages have
been read.”—Houston Chronicle

"Ron Jones' true story of a group of handicapped children at summer camp is one
of the most poignant, beautiful and eloquent tales to come this way in a long
time."—Flint Journal
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This true story of a boy who must overcome prejudice and weakness to treat a group of special needs
children with the respect—and love—they deserve “will give your innards a bear hug. . . . You will
read this book with a lump in your throat.” (Lincoln Journal)
 
From Ron Jones, a teacher who started the classroom program that inspired the movie The Wave, comes a
memoir about a life-changing summer.
 
Ron expected that his time as a counselor at Camp Wiggin would be filled with sunny days spent hiking,
swimming, and boating. But when he arrives on day one, his illusions are quickly shattered. He knew that the
kids would be “handicapped,” but he didn’t anticipate having to care for children who can barely walk or see
or retain the use of their limbs. At first, the severity of the campers’ disabilities seems too much to bear. But
everything changes once Ron gets to know his group—kids who call themselves “the Acorn People” because
of the acorn necklaces they wear around their necks. The campers teach him that, inside, they are the same as
any average kid, and with encouragement, determination, and friendship, nothing is impossible.
 
“A fantastic and beautiful story.”—Seattle Times

“Uncomfortably moving, yet told in surprisingly unsentimental terms. . . . Succinct and tender, it will haunt
the reader long after the brief passages have been read.”—Houston Chronicle

"Ron Jones' true story of a group of handicapped children at summer camp is one of the most poignant,
beautiful and eloquent tales to come this way in a long time."—Flint Journal
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Editorial Review

Review
"[The Acorn People] will give your innards a bear hug. . . .You will read this book with a lump in your
throat.”-Lincoln Journal

“A fantastic and beautiful story.”—Seattle Times

“Uncomfortably moving, yet told in surprisingly unsentimental terms. . . . Succinct and tender, it will haunt
the reader long after the brief passages have been read.”—Houston Chronicle

"Ron Jones' true story of a group of handicapped children at summer camp is one of the most poignant,
beautiful and eloquent tales to come this way in a long time."—Flint Journal

From the Inside Flap
Even though he knows the camp is for disabled children, Ron Jones anticipates sunny days of hiking,
swimming, and boating as a counselor at Camp Wiggin. But he arrives and realizes how severely disabled
the children are, it seems too much to bear. Until he meets his campers--The Acorn People. A group of kids
who teach him that, inside, they are are the same as any average kid, and with encouragement, determination,
and friendship, nothing is impossible.
"A fantastic and beautiful story."--"Seattle Times
"Uncomfortably moving, yet told in surprisingly unsentimental terms. . . . Succinct and tender, it will haunt
the reader long after the brief passages have been read."--"Houston Chronicle
"It will give your innards a bear hug. . . . You will read this book with a lump in your throat."--"Lincoln
Journal (Nebraska)

About the Author
Ron Jones is an author and has written several novels including The Acorn People, The Wave, and B-Ball,
which have each been made into award-nominated television specials. Jones is a native San Franciscan, who
still lives in California with his family. He is a graduate of Stanford University masters degree program in
education and he taught theater and sports to the physically and mentally disabled for 30 years, but has since
retired. Jones now enjoys writing and performing as a spoken word artist.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeraldine Thurman:

The book The Acorn People can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly
why must we leave the best thing like a book The Acorn People? Several of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book The Acorn People has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.



Jamie Lundquist:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Acorn People that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to
end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick
The Acorn People become your current starter.

Kellie Stephens:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This The Acorn People can give you a lot of good friends
because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Acorn People.

Verna Krell:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Acorn People or perhaps others sources
were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their
knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Acorn People to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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