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Americans value privacy as one of their most cherished rights, yet the word
"privacy" isn't even mentioned in the U.S. Constitution. It took the Supreme
Court'sruling in Griswold v. Connecticut (1965) to bestow constitutional
protection upon this right. That remains one of the Court's most hotly debated
rulings and led directly to an even more controversial decision in Roe v. Wade
(1973). John Johnson's masterly critique of Griswold which observes its 40th
anniversary on June 7, 2005 reminds us once again of its crucial impact on both
American law and society.

Johnson explores Griswold's origins in a challenge to Connecticut's 1879 anti-
contraception law, provides a detailed narrative of its progress, examines the
unfolding of the newly secured right of privacy up to recent controversies over
same-sex relations, and grounds the story in two key contexts: the struggle within
one state to establish the right to birth control and the national debate over the
right of privacy. He also providesimportant insights into the Supreme Court
decisionin Poe v. Ullman (1961), which rejected challenges to the Connecticut's
law and was itself immediately challenged. In response to Poe, Planned
Parenthood opened aclinic in New Haven to dispense birth control advice and
devices to married women. Ten days later, alocal prosecutor shut the clinic down
and indicted executive director Estelle Griswold and her medical director, C. Lee
Buxton.

Tracing the progress of Griswold's case, Johnson clarifies how privacy or "the
right to be let alone" became ajudicially constructed right. In one of the most
idiosyncratic opinions in the Court's history, Justice William O. Douglas ruled
that "emanations' from five constitutional anendments afforded protection to the
right of privacy, while several other justices proposed competing rationalesin
support. As he unravels this fascinating tale, Johnson reveals a multifaceted
decision that was not in fact the doctrinal novelty that many scholars have
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argued.

For two generations, Griswold has functioned as the legal basis for judicial
rulings involving issues of sexual intimacy, reproductive rights, and family life.
Even today, it continues to set the agenda for debates about privacy in American
life and about how the Constitution itself should be interpreted. Johnson's deft
and incisive analysis of the case will interest anyone concerned about the nature,
scope, and future of privacy in America.
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in the U.S. Constitution. It took the Supreme Court's ruling in Griswold v. Connecticut (1965) to bestow
constitutional protection upon thisright. That remains one of the Court's most hotly debated rulings and led
directly to an even more controversial decision in Roe v. Wade (1973). John Johnson's masterly critique of
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Johnson explores Griswold's origins in a challenge to Connecticut's 1879 anti-contraception law, provides a
detailed narrative of its progress, examines the unfolding of the newly secured right of privacy up to recent
controversies over same-sex relations, and grounds the story in two key contexts: the struggle within one
state to establish the right to birth control and the national debate over the right of privacy. He also provides
important insights into the Supreme Court decision in Poe v. Ullman (1961), which rejected challenges to the
Connecticut's law and was itself immediately challenged. In response to Poe, Planned Parenthood opened a
clinic in New Haven to dispense birth control advice and devices to married women. Ten days later, alocal
prosecutor shut the clinic down and indicted executive director Estelle Griswold and her medical director, C.
Lee Buxton.

Tracing the progress of Griswold's case, Johnson clarifies how privacy or "the right to be let alone" became a
judicially constructed right. In one of the most idiosyncratic opinions in the Court's history, Justice William
O. Douglas ruled that "emanations' from five constitutional amendments afforded protection to the right of
privacy, while several other justices proposed competing rationales in support. As he unravels this
fascinating tale, Johnson reveals a multifaceted decision that was not in fact the doctrinal novelty that many
scholars have argued.

For two generations, Griswold has functioned as the legal basis for judicia rulingsinvolving issues of sexual
intimacy, reproductive rights, and family life. Even today, it continues to set the agenda for debates about
privacy in American life and about how the Constitution itself should be interpreted. Johnson's deft and
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Editorial Review

Review

“An illuminating, lucid account of how the argument for aright to contraception moved from the radical
feminist fringe to recognition by the Supreme Court as a basic human right?ater extended to abortion and
gay/lesbian sex.” ?David A.J. Richards, author of Women, Gays, and the Constitution: The Grounds for
Feminism and Gay Rightsin Culture and Law

“Demonstrates that the constitutionally protected right to privacy, as defined by Griswold, isonly of recent
vintage but has ramifications for American law and politics that are likely to last for many years.” ?Philippa
Strum, author of When the Nazis Came to Skokie: Freedom for Speech We Hate

From the Back Cover

"An illuminating, lucid account of how the argument for aright to contraception moved from the radical
feminist fringe to recognition by the Supreme Court as a basic human right-later extended to abortion and
gay/lesbian sex."-David A.J. Richards, author of Women, Gays, and the Constitution: The Grounds for
Feminism and Gay Rightsin Culture and Law

"Demonstrates that the constitutionally protected right to privacy, as defined by Griswold, is only of recent
vintage but has ramifications for American law and politics that are likely to last for many years."-Philippa
Strum, author of When the Nazis Came to Skokie: Freedom for Soeech We Hate
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John W. Johnson is professor of history at the University of Northern lowa. He is author of Sruggle for
Sudent Rights: Tinker v. Des Moines and the 1960s and editor of Historic U.S. Court Cases. An
Encyclopedia.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rebecca Morales:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
astroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Griswold v.
Connecticut: Birth Control and the Constitutional Right of Privacy (Landmark Law Cases and American
Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society)? Maybe it isto become best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Bobbie Wallace:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get alife style. Thisreading



practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Griswold
v. Connecticut: Birth Control and the Constitutional Right of Privacy (Landmark Law Cases and American
Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) iskind of e-book which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Donald Taylor:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extratime or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So, once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. Peopleis human not really arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you haveread is
usually Griswold v. Connecticut: Birth Control and the Constitutional Right of Privacy (Landmark Law
Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society).

Kenny Crowther:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Griswold v. Connecticut:
Birth Control and the Constitutional Right of Privacy (Landmark Law Cases and American Society)
(Landmark Law Cases & American Society) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.
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