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The Vietnam War was the defining event of recent U.S. history, a tragic struggle
that cost the lives of 58,000 Americans and 970,000 Vietnamese, and that is still
being debated today. The three-volume Encyclopedia of the Vietnam War, edited
by Spencer Tucker, has been hailed as the most comprehensive reference work
on that watershed event. Now Tucker has produced an abridged one-volume
edition, a miracle of concision that includes virtually all the entries found in the
parent volume, in condensed form.
Here are more than 900 alphabetically arranged entries--plus 39 primary source
documents--that illuminate every aspect of the Vietnam War. There are entries on
Buddhists, defoliation, post traumatic stress disorder, the fall of Ngo Dinh Diem,
and the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, to name just a few. The volume covers
military and domestic fronts; air, land, and sea campaigns and battles; weapons,
strategies, and tactics; key Vietnamese and American figures; the anti-war
movement and international repercussions of the war; and the impact of the war
on film, art, literature, and society. The volume also includes important
background information, such as the developments that lead to the US
involvement in the war as well as postwar Vietnamese history to the present. A
highlight of the book is Tucker's extensive coverage of both American and
Vietnamese perspectives, and he has incorporated numerous entries by
Vietnamese contributors.
The three-volume Encyclopedia is the finest source of information available on
the Vietnam War. Now, with the one-volume Encyclopedia of the Vietnam War,
everyone can own the definitive reference work on the pivotal event of modern
American history.
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The Vietnam War was the defining event of recent U.S. history, a tragic struggle that cost the lives of 58,000
Americans and 970,000 Vietnamese, and that is still being debated today. The three-volume Encyclopedia of
the Vietnam War, edited by Spencer Tucker, has been hailed as the most comprehensive reference work on
that watershed event. Now Tucker has produced an abridged one-volume edition, a miracle of concision that
includes virtually all the entries found in the parent volume, in condensed form.
Here are more than 900 alphabetically arranged entries--plus 39 primary source documents--that illuminate
every aspect of the Vietnam War. There are entries on Buddhists, defoliation, post traumatic stress disorder,
the fall of Ngo Dinh Diem, and the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, to name just a few. The volume covers
military and domestic fronts; air, land, and sea campaigns and battles; weapons, strategies, and tactics; key
Vietnamese and American figures; the anti-war movement and international repercussions of the war; and
the impact of the war on film, art, literature, and society. The volume also includes important background
information, such as the developments that lead to the US involvement in the war as well as postwar
Vietnamese history to the present. A highlight of the book is Tucker's extensive coverage of both American
and Vietnamese perspectives, and he has incorporated numerous entries by Vietnamese contributors.
The three-volume Encyclopedia is the finest source of information available on the Vietnam War. Now, with
the one-volume Encyclopedia of the Vietnam War, everyone can own the definitive reference work on the
pivotal event of modern American history.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Tucker (military history, Virginia Military Inst.) has condensed his highly praised three-volume
encyclopedia of the war into one affordable book. It contains more than 900 entries, many by major scholars
of the conflict like Robert Brigham, and over 70 key documents. Tucker has condensed intelligently by
keeping most of the original entries and eliminating some technical detail; for example, the entry on booby
traps is reduced from seven paragraphs to three without losing its essential meaning. In some ways, Tucker's
work is superior to its main competitor, Stanley Kutler's Encyclopedia of the Vietnam War (LJ 1/97). Tucker
includes more entries on important Vietnamese and more detailed descriptions of military operations, as well
as a document section. Kutler's work, however, has very helpful longer essays on such topics as Vietnamese
history and the antiwar movement. Libraries owning the three-volume version need not purchase the
condensation. But it certainly is an important work that will be of great value to teachers and students of the
war. Recommended for public libraries.DAnthony Edmonds, Ball State Univ., Muncie, IN
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"A remarkable resource. As extensive as anything we'll likely see in several years."--Library Journal

"Comprehensive, detailed, and highly recommended. This superb reference work provides understanding and
perspective on one of the greatest crises in U.S. history. Covers every conceivable aspect."--Booklist _

About the Author

Spencer C. Tucker is Professor and holder of the John Biggs Chair in Military History at Virginia Military
Institute. A graduate of VMI, he served as a captain in Army Intelligence in 1966-67. He is the author of
several books on military history, including Injured Honor: The Chesapeake-Leopard Affair of June 22,
1807 and The European Powers in the First World War: An Encyclopedia. He lives in Lexington, Virginia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daria Gertz:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Encyclopedia of the Vietnam War: A Political, Social, and Military History.



Shirley Raine:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Encyclopedia of
the Vietnam War: A Political, Social, and Military History? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before.
Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Joseph Singleton:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the information
as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you reading a
book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Encyclopedia of
the Vietnam War: A Political, Social, and Military History, it is possible to tells your family, friends and
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Mellisa Holden:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Encyclopedia of the Vietnam War: A Political, Social, and
Military History why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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