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The controversial journalistic analysis of the mentality that fostered the
Holocaust, from the author of The Origins of Totalitarianism

Sparking aflurry of heated debate, Hannah Arendt’ s authoritative and stunning
report on thetrial of German Nazi leader Adolf Eichmann first appeared as a
series of articlesin The New Yorker in 1963. This revised edition includes
material that came to light after the trial, as well as Arendt’ s postscript directly
addressing the controversy that arose over her account. A major journalistic
triumph by an intellectual of singular influence, Eichmann in Jerusalemis as
shocking asit isinformative—an unflinching look at one of the most unsettling
(and unsettled) issues of the twentieth century.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Whileliving in Argentinain 1960, Nazi leader Adolf Eichmann was kidnapped and smuggled to Israel where
he was put on trial for crimes against humanity. The New Yorker magazine sent Hannah Arendt to cover the
trial. While covering the technical aspects of thetrial, Arendt also explored the wider themes inherent in the
trial, such as the nature of justice, the behavior of the Jewish leadership during the Nazi Régime, and, most
controversialy, the nature of Evil itself.

Far from being evil incarnate, as the prosecution painted Eichmann, Arendt maintains that he was an average
man, a petty bureaucrat interested only in furthering his career, and the evil he did came from the seductive
power of the totalitarian state and an unthinking adherence to the Nazi cause. Indeed, Eichmann's only
defense during the trial was "l was just following orders.”

Arendt's analysis of the seductive nature of evil is a disturbing one. We would like to think that anyone who
would perpetrate such horror on the world is different from us, and that such atrocities are raritiesin our
world. But the history of groups such as the Jews, Kurds, Bosnians, and Native Americans, to name but a
few, seems to suggest that such evil isall too commonplace. In revealing Eichmann as the pedestrian little
man that he was, Arendt shows us that the veneer of civilization is athin one indeed.

Review
“Brilliant and disturbing.” —Stephen Spender, The New York Review of Books

“Profound . . . Thisbook isbound to stir our minds and trouble our consciences.” —Chicago Tribune

“Deals with the greatest problem of our time.. . . the problem of the human being within a modern totalitarian
system.” —Bruno Bettelheim, The New Republic

About the Author

Hannah Arendt (1906-1975) was University Professor of political philosophy in the graduate Faculty of the
New Schaool for Social Research, avisiting professor at severa universitiesincluding California, Princeton,
Columbia, and Chicago, aresearch director of the Conference on Jewish Relations, the chief editor of
Schocken Books, and the executive director of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction in New Y ork City. She was
awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1952, and an Arts and Letters Grant of the National Institute of Arts
and Lettersin 1954. Sheis aso the author of On Revolution and Between Past and Future, which are
available from Penguin Classics aong with The Portable Hannah Arendt.

Amos Elon (1926-2009) was born in Vienna, Austria, and spent most of his adult lifein Jerusalem. A
frequent essayist, lecture, and critic who was well known for his articlesin The New Yorker and The New
York Review of Books, he is the author of such bestselling works as The Israelis, Flight into Egypt, Founder,
Herzel, and The Pity of It All: A Portrait of the German-Jewish Epoch.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Peter Pitts:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is agood choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report
on the Banality of Evil (Penguin Classics) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Shirley Morales:

This Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil (Penguin Classics) tend to be reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on
the Banality of Evil (Penguin Classics) can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality
of Evil (Penguin Classics) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate
in reading.

WillieMcCorkle:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short period of timeto read it because al this time you only find e-book that need more time to be learn.
Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil (Penguin Classics) can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems,

Michele Stoney:

As astudent exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their hobby.
They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing reading
critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful pictures on
there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this age,
many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil (Penguin Classics) can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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