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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Consciousness is notoriously difficult to explain. On one hand, there are facts about conscious experience--
the way clarinets sound, the way lemonade tastes--that we know subjectively, from the inside. On the other
hand, such facts are not readily accommodated in the objective world described by science. How, after all,
could the reediness of clarinets or the tartness of lemonade be predicted in advance? Central to Daniel C.
Dennett's attempt to resolve this dilemmais the "heterophenomenological” method, which treats reports of
introspection nontraditionally--not as evidence to be used in explaining consciousness, but as datato be
explained. Using this method, Dennett argues against the myth of the Cartesian theater--the idea that
consciousness can be precisaly located in space or in time. To replace the Cartesian theater, he introduces his
own multiple drafts model of consciousness, in which the mind is a bubbling congeries of unsupervised
paralel processing. Finally, Dennett tackles the conventional philosophical questions about consciousness,
taking issue not only with the traditional answers but also with the traditional methodology by which they
were reached.

Dennett's writing, while always serious, is never solemn; who would have thought that combining
philosophy, psychology, and neuroscience could be such fun? Not every reader will be convinced that
Dennett has succeeded in explaining consciousness;, many will fedl that his account fails to capture essential
features of conscious experience. But none will want to deny that the attempt was well worth making. --
Glenn Branch

From Publishers Weekly

Tufts University cognitive scientist Dennett claims to have developed a major new theory of consciousness,
yet hisview of the brain as amassive paralel processor isafamiliar one. What is different in his counter-
intuitive theory isthe claim that human consciousness, rather than being "hard-wired" into the brain'sinnate
machinery, is more like software "running on the brain's parallel hardware" and is largely a product of
cultural evolution. Author of Brainstorms, Dennett |eads the adventurous gently through thought
experiments, metaphors and diagrams in atreatise keyed to the serious, diligent reader. He presents a
plausible evolutionary scenario of how consciousness could have emerged from the hominid brain. Dennett's
audacious, tantalizing foray into the mind's inner workings ties up loose ends at the interface of cognitive
psychology, artificial intelligence, neuroscience and biology.

Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

Maybe not explained. But explored, analyzed, examined from an extraordinarily rich perspective. Here, asin
other philosophical work (Elbow Room, 1984, etc.), the Director of the Center for Cognitive Studies at Tufts
Univ. states that he aims to dethrone the “"Cartesian Theater" of the mind--that central screen with itsimplied
““Central Meaner" who attends to the ““contents of consciousness': the ghost in the machine with al its
implied infinite regress and mind/brain dichotomy. Instead, Dennett posits " multiple drafts" of the real
world, the product of parallel processing of perceptual and cognitive subsystems compiled by independent
““demons" vying with each other, with now one or another gaining ascendancy--the whole aform of
““pandemonium™ that results in consciousness. In arriving at this model, Dennett reviews the extensive
literature of neuroscience, artificia intelligence, neurology, cognitive psychology, speech and language
studies, thought experiments, and the philosophical tradition itself. This discourse iswell worth the price of
admission to Dennett's own theater of the brain: He is a gifted expositor with a marvel ous sense of humor,
and, typical of philosophers, ever eager to persuade, answer the reader's objectives, and strike down rival



theories. Does he succeed? Not completely. One suspects that metaphors based on artificial intelligence,
“virtual" machines, and computer technology are just this culture's mind-set at this time. Dennett also pays
scant attention to the role of emotions (in comparison to Robert Ornstein, see below), nor for that matter to
the emerging concept that the nervous, endocrine, and immune systems should be considered in any schema
of consciousness. Nevertheless, Dennett's analysis is so often brilliant, so witty, and so informed by
contemporary culture as to make pleasurable the reading of what is truly a complex and demanding text. --
Copyright ©1991, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carol Elliott:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y eah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare timeto take a
go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled
Consciousness Explained? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can spend
your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or
you have different opinion?

AnnalLewis:

This Consciousness Explained book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will
get datawhich is getting deeper you read alot of information you will get. This specific Consciousness
Explained without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
become worry Consciousness Explained can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
Consciousness Explained having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Jessica Ball:

This Consciousness Explained usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this Consciousness Explained can be one of several great books you must have
is actually giving you more than just smple looking at food but feed a person with information that possibly
will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Consciousness Explained forcing you
to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that
could it useful in your day action. S0, let's have it and revel in reading.

James Hibner:

Y ou may spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Consciousness Explained is simpleto deliver



you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to
bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can

save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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