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The history of Buddhism has been characterized by an ongoing tension between
attempts to preserve traditional ideals and modes of practice and the need to
adapt to changing cultural conditions. Many developments in Buddhist history,
such as the infusion of esoteric rituals, the rise of devotionalism and lay
movements, and the assimilation of warrior practices, reflect the impact of
widespread social changes on traditional religious structures. At the same time,
Buddhism has been able to maintain its doctrinal purity to a remarkable degree.
This volume explores how traditional Buddhist communities have responded to
the challenges of modernity, such as science and technology, colonialism, and
globalization. Editors Steven Heine and Charles S. Prebish have commissioned
ten essays by leading scholars, each examining a particular traditional Buddhist
school in its cultural context. The essays consider how the encounter with
modernity has impacted the disciplinary, textual, ritual, devotional, practical, and
socio-political traditions of Buddhist thought throughout Asia. Taken together,
these essays reveal the diversity and vitality of contemporary Buddhism and offer
a wide-ranging look at the way Buddhism interacts with the modern world.
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traditional ideals and modes of practice and the need to adapt to changing cultural conditions. Many
developments in Buddhist history, such as the infusion of esoteric rituals, the rise of devotionalism and lay
movements, and the assimilation of warrior practices, reflect the impact of widespread social changes on
traditional religious structures. At the same time, Buddhism has been able to maintain its doctrinal purity to a
remarkable degree. This volume explores how traditional Buddhist communities have responded to the
challenges of modernity, such as science and technology, colonialism, and globalization. Editors Steven
Heine and Charles S. Prebish have commissioned ten essays by leading scholars, each examining a particular
traditional Buddhist school in its cultural context. The essays consider how the encounter with modernity has
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Editorial Review

Review

"Manages to give a flavor of the variety of adaptations made and being made within Buddhism, not merely
as a result of its encounter with modernization, but also because of its historical diversity. In a book that
probably has a chapter or two to fit everyone's interests -- perusal of the index certainly gave me room for
optimism--I found it rewarding also to find areas new to me addressed in accessibel and engaging
ways."--Journal of Global Buddhism

About the Author

Steven Heine is Professor of Religious Studies and Director of Asian Studies at Florida International
University. Among his many publications are Dogen and the Koan Tradition (1994), Japan in Traditional
and Postmodern Perspectives (1995), The Zen Poetry of Dogen (1997), Shifting Shape, Shaping Text (1999),
The Koan: Texts and Contexts in Zen Buddhism (OUP, 2000), and Opening a Mountain: Koans of the Zen
Masters (OUP, 2002). Dr. Heine was recently awarded the Kauffman Professorship in Entrepreneurship
Studies at the Florida International University Business School.
Charles S. Prebish is Professor of Religious Studies at the Pennsylvania State University. He is the author
or editor of many books, including Historical Dictionary of Buddhism (1993), A Survey of Vinaya Literature
(1994), Luminous Passage: The Practice and Study of Buddhism in America (1999), and Westward Dharma:
Buddhism Beyond Asia (2002). He is a founding co-editor of the online Journal of Buddhist Ethics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Theodore Pritchard:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they
take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking at a book? Sometime,
man feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will require
this Buddhism in the Modern World: Adaptations of an Ancient Tradition.

Sergio Kelley:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Buddhism in the Modern World:
Adaptations of an Ancient Tradition will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if



you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book
with you?

Billy Shaner:

Beside this particular Buddhism in the Modern World: Adaptations of an Ancient Tradition in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Buddhism in the Modern World: Adaptations of an
Ancient Tradition because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from today!

Krystal Sutherland:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the Buddhism in the Modern World: Adaptations of an Ancient Tradition when you essential it?
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