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Bicycle Thieves (Ladri di biciclette, 1948) is unarguably one of the

most important films in the history of cinema. It is also one of the most
beguiling, moving and (apparently) simple pieces of narrative ever made. The
film tells the story of one man and his son, as they search fruitlessly through the
streets of Rome for his stolen bicycle; the bicycle which had offered the
possibility of escape from the poverty and humiliation of long-term
unemployment.

One of acluster of extraordinary films to come out of post-war, post-Fascist
Italy - loosely labelled 'neorealist' — Bicycle Thieves won an Oscar in 1949,
topped the first Sght and Sound poll of the best films of all time in 1952 and has
been hugely influential throughout world cinema ever since. It remains a
necessary point of reference for any cinematic engagement with the [abyrinthine
experience of the modern city, the travails of poverty in the contemporary world,
the complex bond between fathers and sons, and the capacity of the camerato
capture something like the essence of all of these.

Robert S. C. Gordon's BFI Film Classics volume shows how Bicycle Thievesis
ripe for re-viewing, for rescuing from its worthy status as a neorealist 'classic'. It
looks at the film's drawn-out planning and production history, the vibrant and
riven context in which it was made, and the dynamic geography, geometry and
sociology of the film that resulted.

ROBERT S. C. GORDON is Reader in Modern Italian Culture, Gonville and
Caius College, University of Cambridge, UK.
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Bicycle Thieves (Ladri di biciclette, 1948) is unarguably one of the most important filmsin the history of
cinema. It is also one of the most beguiling, moving and (apparently) simple pieces of narrative ever made.
The film tells the story of one man and his son, as they search fruitlessly through the streets of Rome for his
stolen bicycle; the bicycle which had offered the possibility of escape from the poverty and humiliation of
long-term unemployment.

One of acluster of extraordinary filmsto come out of post-war, post-Fascist Italy - loosely labelled
'neoredlist’' — Bicycle Thieves won an Oscar in 1949, topped the first Sght and Sound poll of the best films of
all timein 1952 and has been hugely influential throughout world cinema ever since. It remains a necessary
point of reference for any cinematic engagement with the Iabyrinthine experience of the modern city, the
travails of poverty in the contemporary world, the complex bond between fathers and sons, and the capacity
of the camerato capture something like the essence of all of these.

Raobert S. C. Gordon's BFI Film Classics volume shows how Bicycle Thievesisripe for re-viewing, for
rescuing from its worthy status as a neorealist 'classic'. It looks at the film's drawn-out planning and
production history, the vibrant and riven context in which it was made, and the dynamic geography,
geometry and sociology of the film that resulted.

ROBERT S. C. GORDON is Reader in Modern Italian Culture, Gonville and Caius College, University of
Cambridge, UK.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Robert S.C. Gordon excels at what this BFI series does so well - condensing and clarifying the film's
essential elements and values - making it one of the best in the canon.' - Empire

Review
'Robert S.C. Gordon excels at what this BFI series does so well - condensing and clarifying thefilm's
essential elementsand values - making it one of the best in the canon.’ - Empire

From the Back Cover

Bicycle Thieves (Ladri di biciclette, 1948) is unarguably one of the most important filmsin the history of
cinema. It is also one of the most beguiling, moving and (apparently) simple pieces of narrative ever made.
Thefilm tells the story of one man and his son, as they search fruitlessly through the streets of Rome for his
stolen bicycle; the bicycle which had offered the possibility of escape from the poverty and humiliation of
long-term unemployment.

One of acluster of extraordinary films to come out of post-war, post-Fascist Italy - loosely labelled
'neorealist' — Bicycle Thieves won an Oscar in 1949, topped the first Sght and Sound poll of the best films of
al timein 1952 and has been hugely influential throughout world cinema ever since. It remains a necessary
point of reference for any cinematic engagement with the labyrinthine experience of the modern city, the
travails of poverty in the contemporary world, the complex bond between fathers and sons, and the capacity
of the camerato capture something like the essence of all of these.

Raobert S. C. Gordon's BFI Film Classics volume shows how Bicycle Thievesisripe for re-viewing, for
rescuing from its worthy status as a neorealist 'classic'. It looks at the film's drawn-out planning and
production history, the vibrant and riven context in which it was made, and the dynamic geography,
geometry and sociology of the film that resulted.

ROBERT S. C. GORDON is Reader in Modern Italian Culture, Gonville and Caius College, University of
Cambridge, UK.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gary Rose:

The reserve with title Bicycle Thieves (BFI Film Classics) has alot of information that you can learn it. You
can get alot of help after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of how
the improvement of the world. Thiskind of book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect.

Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.



Ryan Brown:

ThisBicycle Thieves (BFI Film Classics) is great book for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and aso have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences
insideit. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have wholeinfo in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Bicycle
Thieves (BFI Film Classics) in your hand like having the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book
already do that. So, it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you till doubt in which?

Maur een Bonds:

Beside that Bicycle Thieves (BFI Film Classics) in your phone, it could give you away to get more close to
the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got hereis fresh from the
oven so don't become worry if you fed like an previous people livein narrow town. It is good thing to have
Bicycle Thieves (BFI Film Classics) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen
if you have thisinside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to missit? Find this book and read it from today!

Belinda Smith:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book Bicycle Thieves (BFI Film Classics) was colorful
and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book Bicycle Thieves (BFI Film Classics) has many
kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and
feel that you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are make you bored, any it offersyou
feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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