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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Key Benefit: This book offers an integrated exploration of Western civilization's cultural heritage. Key
Topics: Readers move chronologically through major periods and styles to gain insight into the achievements
and ideas in painting, sculpture, architecture, literature, philosophy, religion, and music. Divided into 24
chapters, the book provides readers with a historical (political, economic, and social) framework to
contextualize these achievements within a specific time and place, from prehistoric culture to 20th-Century
America. Attention is given to non-Western cultures and influences, making this text global in reach.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

Arts and Culture provides an introduction to the world's major civilizations—to their artistic achievements,
their history, and their cultures. Through an integrated approach to the humanities, Arts and Culture offers an
opportunity to view works of art, listen to music, and read literature, in historical and cultural contexts.

The most accomplished works of painting, sculpture, and architecture, of music, literature, and philosophy
are studied for what they reveal about human life. They open doors to the past, especially to the values and
belief systems from which those artworks sprang. They also tell us about human attitudes and feelings, about
ideas and ideals that continue to have value today.

Works of art from different cultures reveal common human experiences of birth and death, love and loss,
pleasure and pain, hope and frustration, elation and despair. Study of the humanities—history, literature,
philosophy, religion, and the arts—also reveals what others value and believe, inviting each of us to consider
our personal, social, and cultural values in relation to those of others.

In studying the humanities, our attention is focused on works of art in the broadest sense, works that reflect
and embody the central values and beliefs of particular cultures and specific historical moments. The
following questions deserve consideration:

1. What kind of artwork is it? To what artistic category does it belong? What is its type? These questions
lead to considerations of genre. A painting, for example, might be a portrait or a landscape, a religious icon
or an abstract design. A musical work might be a song or a symphony, a chamber instrumental work, such as
a string quartet, or a religious cantata.

2. Why was the artwork made? What was its function, purpose, or use? Who was responsible for producing
it? Who paid for or commissioned it? These questions lead to considerations of context. Many works of art
were commissioned by religious institutions and wealthy patrons. Many paintings and sculptures were
commissioned by the Church and were intended to be both didactic and decorative. Many eighteenth and
nineteenth century string quartets and piano trios were written for performance at the home of the patrons
who paid composers to write them.

3. What does the work express or convey? What does it reveal about its creator? What does it reveal about
its historical and social context? These questions lead to considerations of meaning. Some paintings and
sculptures are intended to record actual events or to encourage (or discourage) particular types of behaviour.
A lyric poem written in ancient China or India may express feelings of sadness or longing, elation at seeing
the beloved, grief over the death of a friend. Such poetic lyrics, whatever their age, language-and country of



origin, reveal not only the writer's feelings, but also cultural attitudes and social values.

4. How was the artwork made or constructed? This question leads to considerations of technique. Paintings
made during the Middle Ages in Europe were likely to be done in egg tempera on a wooden panel. A
painting from Renaissance Europe may be a fresco painted on the interior wall of a church or other building.
A painting may also have been done in oil on canvas for framing and hanging in a private home. Or to take
an example on a much larger scale, an Islamic mosque, a Catholic cathedral, a Greek or Japanese
temple—all are constructed according to specified plans, their interior spaces designed to serve particular
religious purposes.

Architectural structures such as these were also made of many types of materials and built using the
technologies and tools available at the time of their construction. Developments in technology continually
liberated the artistic imagination of painters, sculptors, architects, and composers, who were able to create,
for example, new musical tones with the extension of the sonic range of instruments and with the invention
of instruments such as the piano.

5. What are the parts or elements of a work of art? How are these parts related to create a unified artwork?
These questions lead to considerations of formal analysis, understanding the ways the artwork coheres as a
whole. Painters, sculptors, and architects work with line, form, color, composition, texture, and other
aesthetic elements. In the same way, a Gregorian chant, like a Blues song or a German Lied or artsong,
reveals a particular structural pattern or organizational design. So does an Elizabethan sonnet, a Japanese
haiku, an Arabic qasida, and a Greek epic. Analysis of the form of artworks leads to an appreciation of their
artistic integrity and their meaning.

6. What social, cultural, and moral values does the work express, reflect, or embody? Works of art bear the
social, moral, and cultural values of their creators. They also reflect the times and circumstances of their
creation—even when the individual artist, composer, or writer worked against the cultural ethos of the times.
We study works of art to understand the human values they embody for artworks give us insight into human
experience. Unlike scientific works or creations—whether formulas, such as Newton's formula for
gravitational attraction or Einstein's E=mc2—which are predictive and practical, works of art produce a
creative discovery or enlightenment in viewers and readers. They appeal to the human capacity for feeling
and thought through the imagination. In contrast to science, which seeks to explain what exists, art seeks to
create something new—but something that bears a distinct relationship to what exists.

Balancing the social, cultural, and historical realities that works of art reflect are their uniquely personal
visions of experience. Works of art are experiments in living. Through them readers and viewers can
experience other imaginative perspectives, share other visions of human life. Works of art provide an
imaginative extension of life's possibilities for those who remain open to their unique forms of creative
expression.

MAKING CONNECTIONS

A study of the humanities involves more than an examination of the artistic monuments of civilizations past
and present. More importantly, it involves a consideration of how forms of human achievement in many
times and places echo and reinforce, alter and modify each other. An important aspect of humanities study
involves seeing connections among the arts of a given culture and discovering relationships between the arts
of different cultures.

Three forms of connection are of particular importance:
(1) interdisciplinary connections among artworks of an individual culture;



(2) cross currents among artworks of different cultures;
(3) transhistorical links between past and present, then and now.

These forms of connection invite readers and viewers to locate relationships among various humanities
disciplines and to identify links between and among the achievements of diverse cultures. Discovering such
connections can be intellectually stimulating and emotionally stirring since the forms of human experience
reflected and embodied in the works of art of many cultures resonate with common human concerns. These
artworks address and answer social questions about who we are, philosophical questions about why we exist
at all, and religious questions concerning what awaits us after death. These and numerous other perennial
questions and the varying perspectives taken on them have been central to every culture, and find expression
in their arts. Consider the following examples.

Interdisciplinary CONNECTIONS
One type of interdisciplinary connection appears in the ways the music and architecture of Renaissance
Florence were influenced by mathematical proportion and ancient notions of "harmony." Mathematics
played a crucial role in all the arts of the Renaissance. Architects were guided in the design of their buildings
by mathematical ratios and proportions; composers likewise wrote music that reflected mathematical ratios
in both its melody and harmony.

Other kinds of interdisciplinary connections ark evident in the collaboration of artists, choreographers, and
composers in creating producing and ballets, such as those performed by the Ballets Russes in the early
twentieth century. Still other interdisciplinary connections appear in literature and music in the poems of
Johan Wolfgang von Goethe that Franz Schubert set to music.

Cultural CROSS CURRENTS
Cultural cross currents reflect the ways artistic ideals, literary movements, and historical events influence the
arts of other cultures. Turkish military music, for example, found its way into the symphonies and piano
compositions of Viennese composers, such as Mozart and Beethoven. Japanese woodblock prints influenced
the art of the Impressionist painter Claude Monet and the Post-Impressionist painter Vincent van Gogh. And
the dynamic cybernetic sculpture of contemporary artist Wen-Y'mg Tsai weds western technology with
ancient Chinese aesthetic principles.

Transhistorical Connections—THEN & NOW
Arts and Culture also considers connections between the past and present. A series of THEN & NOW boxes
offers discussions of a wide range of subjects that form various types of historical bridges. Discussions range
from such subjects as cities, ghettos, and legal codes to movies and monuments, revealing parallels and links
between the old and the new in art and architecture, literature and music, philosophy and film.

BALANCING THE WORK AND ITS WORLD
Study of the humanities provides a balance between appreciating masterful individual works of art in
themselves and understanding their social and historical contexts. Arts and Culture highlights the individual
artistic qualities of numerous works—paintings, sculptures, architectural monuments, buildings, and other
visual images, such as photographs; poems, plays, novels, and essays; songs, symphonies, and other musical
compositions; philosophical and religious systems of belief—always in light of the cultural worlds in which
they were created. Each work's significance is discussed in conjunction with the social attitudes and cultural
values it embodies, without losing sight of its individual expression and artistic achievement.

This balancing act appears throughout the book, though it sometimes leans more in one direction than the
other. In discussing ancient Chinese and Japanese sculpture and architecture, for example, explanations of
the Buddhist religious ideals they reflect are accompanied by considerations of their artistic forms. In



discussing Renaissance literature the focus sometimes shifts between the artistic individuality of the works
examined—as with Shakespeare's Hamlet—and particular cultural values the works embody.

The cultural traditions included in Arts and Culture reflect a broad rather than a narrow understanding of the
term "culture," a humanistic approach to culture rather than an anthropological or sociological study. The
idea of culture presented in this book reflects the complex of distinctive attainments, beliefs, and traditions of
a civilization. This sense of culture is embodied in works of art and in historical forces that reveal the social,
intellectual and artistic aspects of the civilizations that produced them.

Two important questions underlie the choice of works included in Arts and Culture: (1) What makes a work
a masterpiece of its type? (2) What qualities of a work of art enable it to be appreciated over time? These
questions imply that some works of art are better, more perfect embodiments of their genre, or type, than
others. The implication is also that masterpieces are worthy of more attention, more studied effort, more
reflective consideration than other "lesser" works.

One of the most interesting of all questions in the humanities concerns the way in which particular works
become cultural icons, enabling them to represent the cultures out of which they arose. How does the
Parthenon represent Greek cultural and artistic ideals? How did Beethoven's .Symphony No. 5 come to stand
for the very idea of a symphony? Why does the Eiffel Tower symbolize France?

Certain works richly embody the spirit of a particular culture and yet can simultaneously transcend that
culture to reflect broader universal values. It is a stunning paradox that those works that do come to speak
beyond the confines of the times and places that produced them are often rooted in the local and the
particular. The short stories in James Joyce's book Dubliners, for example, describe the lives of middle-class
Irish people as they lived in early twentieth-century Dublin. Yet Joyce's stories speak to people beyond
Dublin, and even beyond Europe, across time and cultures to a set of shared human concerns.

Arts and Culture includes a wide-ranging representation of the world's civilizations. In addition to Western
culture, the civilizations of Africa, China, India, Japan, Latin America, and Mesoamerica are examined,
along with a special chapter devoted exclusively to Russian civilization. Significant attention is accorded the
contributions of women, from the eleventh-century writings of the Japanese Murasaki Shikibu, the twelfth-
century music of Germany's Hildegard of Bingen, and the fourteenth-century writings of the Italian Christine
de Pizan, to the Rococo art of the French Marie-Louise Elisabeth Vigée-Le Brun, the Romantic music of
Clara Schumann, and the numerous women writers, painters, architects, sculptors, and photographers of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, European and American.

The final chapter of Arts and Culture brings together a broad spectrum of styles, voices, and perspectives,
which, though focusing on contemporary multicultural America reflects trends and influences from around
the globe. A number of current issues in the arts are raised, including what constitutes worthwhile
contemporary art, which works will endure, and how technology has globalized the arts today. The numerous
and varied contributions of artists and writers include works by Native-American painters such as Lisa
Fifield and Jaune Quick-to-See Smith, Latina/Latino writers such as Sandra Cisneros and Oscar Hijuelos,
and Australian Aborigine artists.

Throughout the book as a whole, the authors have tried to present the arts and cultures of the world to
suggest their richness, variety, and humanity. Readers of Arts and Culture can find in these pages the
background necessary to understand not only the artistic achievements of many civilizations but also the
representation of human experience in all its complexity. In a time of rapid social change when the world's
cultures are becoming increasingly globalized, it has become necessary to understand the values of human
beings around the world. The common humanity we share has been recorded, inscribed, and celebrated in



arts and achievements of all cultures. Our survival and our happiness as human beings about to enter a new
millennium warrants nothing less than understanding our human heritage as revealed in the art and cultural
achievements that Arts and Culture brings together.

A complete package of supplementary material accompanies Arts and Culture.

- Student Study Guide-designed to make students' lives easier. It is carefully coordinated with the text and is
thoughtfully presented to help students work their way through unfamiliar material.

- Music Compact Disk-a collection of music that contains important works discussed in the text.

- Instructors' Manual-provides chapter summaries, further topics for discussion, other activities, and a test
bank. These are all carefully organized to make preparation, classroom instruction, and student testing
smoother and more effective.

- Faculty Slide Set-for qualified adoptions an accompanying set of slides is available free to instructors.
Contact your local Prentice Hall representative for information on ordering this supplement.

- Prentice Hall Custom Test-this computerized text item file allows you to create your own personalized
exams using your own computer. Available for DOS, Windows, and Macintosh.

And finally a comprehensive website (http://www.prenhall.com/benton) has been developed to integrate
many of the study guide features with many of the existing links to the arts currently found on the Internet.

Art and Humanities on the World Wide. Web is a comprehensive website designed to augment Arts and
Culture. The website is designed for professors and students teaching and studying the humanities. By
utilizing the technology of "hypertext," the web allows users access to a vast array of historical, cultural, and
general interest sites organized around and correlated to chapters and content found in the text.

NEW—Prentice Hall Humanities CD-ROM presents fourteen segments that bring to life basic terms and
ideas from two-dimensional and three-dimensional visual art, architecture, music, theatre, dance and
literature. These two- to seven-minute video and audio presentations, connected by narrative, demonstrate
how paintings and drawings achieve deep space, how sculpture is carved and modeled, how modern dance
and ballet turn motion into art, how a theatre director works, and how a theatre building is used in
production. In addition, a tour of an orchestra demonstrates the basic musical instrument groups, a series of
vignettes brings various musical forms to life, and the concept of rhythm in dance and music is explored. A
tour of the Parthenon illustrates classical architecture, Romanesque and Gothic styles emerge in
examinations of medieval churches, and Frank Lloyd Wright's Taliesin West highlights modern style.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tyrell Gutierrez:

This Arts and Culture: An Introduction to the Humanities, Volume II (4th Edition) tend to be reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Arts and Culture: An Introduction to
the Humanities, Volume II (4th Edition) can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Arts and Culture: An Introduction to the



Humanities, Volume II (4th Edition) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Sheila Lefevre:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time
to be read. Arts and Culture: An Introduction to the Humanities, Volume II (4th Edition) can be your answer
because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Monika Cunniff:

Beside this specific Arts and Culture: An Introduction to the Humanities, Volume II (4th Edition) in your
phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Arts and Culture: An Introduction to the Humanities,
Volume II (4th Edition) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Susan Arnold:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the book Arts and Culture: An Introduction to the Humanities,
Volume II (4th Edition) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read
it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to open a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Arts and Culture: An Introduction to the
Humanities, Volume II (4th Edition) can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of this time.
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