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9 square miles. 10,000 criminals. 130 cops. A riveting memoir by Baker,
California’s most-decorated police officer

Compton: the most violent and crime-ridden city in America. What had been a
semi-rural suburb of Los Angelesin the 1950s became a battleground for the
Black Panthers and Malcolm X Foundation, the home of the Crips and Bloods
and the first Hispanic gangs, and the cradle of gangster rap. At the center of it,
trying to maintain order was the Compton Police Department, never more than
130-strong, and facing an army of criminals that numbered over 10,000. At any
given time, fully one-tenth of Compton’s population wasin prison, yet thistidal
wave of crime was held back by the thinnest line of the law—the Compton
Police.

John R. Baker was raised in Compton, eventually becoming the city’ s most
decorated officer involved in some of its most notorious, horrifying and
scandalous criminal cases. Baker’s account of Compton from 1950 to 2001 is one
of the most powerful and compelling cop memoirs ever written—an intensely
human account of sacrifice and public service, and the price the men and women
of the Compton Police Department paid to preserve their city.
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9 square miles. 10,000 criminals. 130 cops. A riveting memoir by Baker, California’s most-decorated police
officer

Compton: the most violent and crime-ridden city in America. What had been a semi-rural suburb of Los
Angelesin the 1950s became a battleground for the Black Panthers and Malcolm X Foundation, the home of
the Crips and Bloods and the first Hispanic gangs, and the cradle of gangster rap. At the center of it, trying to
maintain order was the Compton Police Department, never more than 130-strong, and facing an army of
criminals that numbered over 10,000. At any given time, fully one-tenth of Compton’s population wasin
prison, yet thistidal wave of crime was held back by the thinnest line of the law—the Compton Police.

John R. Baker was raised in Compton, eventually becoming the city’ s most decorated officer involved in
some of its most notorious, horrifying and scandalous criminal cases. Baker's account of Compton from
1950 to 2001 is one of the most powerful and compelling cop memoirs ever written—an intensely human
account of sacrifice and public service, and the price the men and women of the Compton Police Department
paid to preserve their city.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Born and raised in Compton, the city in L.A. county notoriously home to the Bloods and Crips gangs, Baker
traces both the history of the city and his own rise from rookie to detective in his gritty memoir. Co-written
with screenwriter Rivele (Nixon), Baker, born in 1942, describes growing up the son of awhite father and
Mexican mother, learning early on how to sidestep racial boundaries--yet never walking away from afight.
He joins the Compton Police Department in 1968 after earning a sociology degree and serving in the Marine
Corps, hoping to fulfill his need for adventure and serve histown. Baker recounts the racial shift in Compton
beginning in the late 1950s as "white flight" began and the area became predominantly black, though by the
TKTKs Hispanics became the majority--and the rise of brutal gang violence. Along with his fellow officers,
Baker was more often than not outnumbered on the streets by criminals, but describes a police force
dedicated to protecting the community, even if that means doling out some unorthodox, Compton-style
justice. (Jan.)

(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

Review

“Harrowing...thrilling...in-your-face violence and resilient heroism that leap off the page.” —Kirkus Reviews

"A candid and unapologetic glimpse into alawman'slife. Grim, exhilarating, heroic ... with adash of history
thrown in for good measure." --Lt. Randy Sutton, author of True Blue and A Cop's Life

“Some of the best cop stories you'll ever read—(1] promise. Rick Baker's Compton makes the South Bronx
look like [summer] camp.”
--Brian McDonald, author of My Father's Gun: One Family, Three Badges, One Hundred Yearsin the NYPD

"Compton, California, in the 1970s and 80s was like the Wild West, and Rick Baker was perhaps the
Compton Police Department's bravest and most honorable officer. His book, Vice, is a nonstop thrilling saga
of how this small but determined police force kept order in atough town."

--Leonard Levitt, author of NYPD Confidential

About the Author

SGT. JOHN R. BAKER is an 18-year veteran of the Compton Police Department. He livesin Las Vegas,
NV.

STEPHEN J. RIVELE isthe Academy Award-nominated screenwriter of Oliver Stone’s Nixon, and of Will
Smith’s Ali. Rivele is also the author of eight previous books. He livesin Pasadena, CA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Richard M cCain:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Vice: One Cop's Story
of Patrolling America's Most Dangerous City suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Vice: One Cop's Story of Patrolling America's Most Dangerous
Cityis one of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women
in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of.
The author explained their strategy in the ssmple way, thus al of people can easily to know the core of this
publication. This book will give you agreat deal of information about thisworld now. To help you see the
represented of the world with this book.

Barbara Spangler:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find e-book that need more time to be go through. Vice: One Cop's Story of Patrolling America's Most
Dangerous City can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short
gpare time problems.

Helen Kingsbury:

ThisVice: One Cop's Story of Patrolling America's Most Dangerous City is hew way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this Vice: One
Cop's Story of Patrolling America's Most Dangerous City can be the light food for you because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that
is certainly reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So thereisn't any in reading areserve especially
thisone. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't miss the idea! Just read
this e-book sort for your better life and aso knowledge.

Gregory Anderson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But amost any people fedl that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and Vice: One Cop's Story of Patrolling America's
Most Dangerous City or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a
book, you fed desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes Vice: One Cop's Story of Patrolling America's Most Dangerous City to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.



Download and Read Online Vice: One Cop's Story of Patrolling
America's Most Dangerous City By John R. Baker, Stephen J.
Rivele #1 V015UK Y 93Z



Read Vice: One Cop's Story of Patrolling America's M ost
Dangerous City By John R. Baker, Stephen J. Rivele for online
ebook

Vice: One Cop's Story of Patrolling Americal's Most Dangerous City By John R. Baker, Stephen J. Rivele
Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online
books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks
to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Vice: One Cop's Story of Patrolling America's Most
Dangerous City By John R. Baker, Stephen J. Rivele books to read online.

Online Vice: One Cop's Story of Patrolling America's Most Danger ous City By John R.
Baker, Stephen J. Rivele ebook PDF download

Vice: One Cop's Story of Patrolling America's Most Dangerous City By John R. Baker, Stephen J.
Rivele Doc

Vice: One Cop's Story of Patrolling America's M ost Danger ous City By John R. Baker, Stephen J. Rivele M obipocket
Vice: One Cop's Story of Patrolling America's Most Danger ous City By John R. Baker, Stephen J. Rivele EPub

IVO15UKY93Z: Vice: One Cop's Story of Patrolling America's Most Danger ous City By John R. Baker, Stephen J. Rivele



