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We dl know what the words cat and dog and mother and tree mean. What we
really need is adictionary that helps us with the tough words, like elucubrate, or
demesne, or cynosure. True, a standard dictionary can bail us out when we run
across atough word at home or in alibrary. But we often read elsewhere--in a
doctor's waiting room or on a plane, or while on vacation. What do we do then?

The Oxford Dictionary of Difficult Words is designed to meet this need. A
portable reference, it features more than 10,000 entries that focus exclusively on
words that, while outside most people's working vocabulary, are often
encountered in literature, in technical writings (such as computing or medical
terminology), and in such diverse subject areas as law, philosophy, and art.
Entries contain pronunciations, parts of speech, concise definitions, example
sentences showing the word used in context, and etymol ogies when aword's
history may shed light on its meaning. Special attention is given to easily
confused or closely related words (such as efficacious, effective, effectual, and
efficient, or cynical, sarcastic, sardonic, and ironic). Usage notes are provided to
ensure that readers know how to integrate these words into their vocabularies for
more precision and power in speech and writing.

Drawing on Oxford's exclusive 200-million-word database of contemporary

English, this handy volume helps us with the words that lie just outside our
vocabulary.
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We all know what the words cat and dog and mother and tree mean. What we really need is adictionary that
helps us with the tough words, like elucubrate, or demesne, or cynosure. True, a standard dictionary can bail
us out when we run across atough word at home or in alibrary. But we often read elsewhere--in adoctor's
waiting room or on a plane, or while on vacation. What do we do then?

The Oxford Dictionary of Difficult Words is designed to meet this need. A portable reference, it features
more than 10,000 entries that focus exclusively on words that, while outside most people's working
vocabulary, are often encountered in literature, in technical writings (such as computing or medical
terminology), and in such diverse subject areas as law, philosophy, and art. Entries contain pronunciations,
parts of speech, concise definitions, exampl e sentences showing the word used in context, and etymologies
when aword's history may shed light on its meaning. Special attention is given to easily confused or closely
related words (such as efficacious, effective, effectual, and efficient, or cynical, sarcastic, sardonic, and
ironic). Usage notes are provided to ensure that readers know how to integrate these words into their
vocabularies for more precision and power in speech and writing.

Drawing on Oxford's exclusive 200-million-word database of contemporary English, this handy volume
helps us with the words that lie just outside our vocabulary.
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Editorial Review

Review
"From explanations of closely related, often-confused words to usage notes, The Oxford Dictionary of
Difficult Words is packed with important guidelines.”

About the Author

Archie Hobson also edited The Oxford Essential Geographical Dictionary (published in 1999 by Berkley
Books) and the geographical portion of The Oxford Dictionary of People and Places aswell as The
Cambridge Gazetteer of the United States and Canada.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Quentin Ryan:

The reserve untitled The Oxford Dictionary of Difficult Words is the book that recommended to you you just
read. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did alot of
exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Oxford Dictionary of Difficult Words from the publisher to
make you far more enjoy freetime.

Janice Nolan:

A lot of people aways spent al their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is ook different you can
read a new book. It isrealy fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a book. The book The Oxford Dictionary of Difficult Wordsit isvery good to read. There are
alot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQOore very easily to read this book
out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Betty Walsh:

The Oxford Dictionary of Difficult Words can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Oxford Dictionary of Difficult Words
however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource



information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of
crucial pondering.

Charles Felton:

Isit anindividual who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Oxford Dictionary of Difficult
Words can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your
freetime by reading in this new erais common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the
others?
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