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The best cities become an ingrained part of their residents' identities. Urban
design is the key to this process, but all too often, citizens abandon it to
professionals, unable to see a way to express what they love and value in their
own neighborhoods. New in paperback, this visually rich book by Alexandros
Washburn, former Chief Urban Designer of the New York Department of City
Planning, redefines urban design. His book empowers urbanites and lays the
foundations for a new approach to design that will help cities to prosper in an
uncertain future. He asks his readers to consider how cities shape communities,
for it is the strength of our communities, he argues, that will determine how we
respond to crises like Hurricane Sandy, whose floodwaters he watched from his
home in Red Hook, Brooklyn.
Washburn draws heavily on his experience within the New York City planning
system while highlighting forward-thinking developments in cities around the
world. He grounds his book in the realities of political and financial challenges
that hasten or hinder even the most beautiful designs. By discussing projects like
the High Line and the Harlem Children's Zone as well as examples from Seoul to
Singapore, he explores the nuances of the urban design process while
emphasizing the importance of individuals with the drive to make a difference in
their city.
Throughout the book, Washburn shows how a well-designed city can be the most
efficient, equitable, safe, and enriching place on earth. The Nature of Urban
Design provides a framework for participating in the process of change and will
inspire and inform anyone who cares about cities.
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The best cities become an ingrained part of their residents' identities. Urban design is the key to this process,
but all too often, citizens abandon it to professionals, unable to see a way to express what they love and value
in their own neighborhoods. New in paperback, this visually rich book by Alexandros Washburn, former
Chief Urban Designer of the New York Department of City Planning, redefines urban design. His book
empowers urbanites and lays the foundations for a new approach to design that will help cities to prosper in
an uncertain future. He asks his readers to consider how cities shape communities, for it is the strength of our
communities, he argues, that will determine how we respond to crises like Hurricane Sandy, whose
floodwaters he watched from his home in Red Hook, Brooklyn.
Washburn draws heavily on his experience within the New York City planning system while highlighting
forward-thinking developments in cities around the world. He grounds his book in the realities of political
and financial challenges that hasten or hinder even the most beautiful designs. By discussing projects like the
High Line and the Harlem Children's Zone as well as examples from Seoul to Singapore, he explores the
nuances of the urban design process while emphasizing the importance of individuals with the drive to make
a difference in their city.
Throughout the book, Washburn shows how a well-designed city can be the most efficient, equitable, safe,
and enriching place on earth. The Nature of Urban Design provides a framework for participating in the
process of change and will inspire and inform anyone who cares about cities.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[A] cri de coeur for action by cities"
(The New York Times Book Review)

"Sensibly organized and lavishly illustrated, the book will interest all urbanites, and especially urban
planners."
(Publishers Weekly)

"a treat for anyone who loves living in cities and wants to make them better, including professional planners
and architects."
(Metropolis)

"[W]ith his first book, Washburn has accomplished, if not quite the impossible, then certainly the daunting:
he's written a concise and accessible treatise on urban planning, blissfully free of jargon and clear enough to
be understood by both professional and citizen-designers."
(Metropolis)

"Entertaining and attractively designed...a fantastic introduction to the discipline of urban design for non-
designers. ...Washburn's approach to resiliency is both idealistic and practical."
(ASLA's The Dirt blog)

"...a refreshingly practical take on the power of urban design and its role in crafting the tools that guide and
shape development."
(This Big City)

"It's perfect reading for a rainy, rainy day."
(Grist)

"Washburn helps the reader look at the city differently, and care about its future. His approach works
regardless of your city."
(Urban Review STL)

"...the book is about more than how neighborhoods and community's can survive times of crisis; it's about
how neighborhoods and community's can thrive in the midst of everyday life..."
(Can't Catch My Breath)



"Alex Washburn performed the miracle of writing a book about cities that appeals to experts and general
readers alike. His idea of urban design is convincingly inclusive, with buildings, people, nature,
infrastructure, and public space playing prominent roles."
(Jerold Kayden Frank Backus Williams Professor of Urban Planning & Design, Harvard Univ. Graduate
School of Design)

"Alex Washburn shows planning in New York as it is really done: with the technical requirements, the
political difficulties and the dreams. Urban leaders around the world will learn much from this insightful
book about designing for greater resiliency to climate change."
(Enrique Peñalosa President of the Board, Institute for Transportation and Development Policy of New York)

"Washburn's generally straightforward organization allows readers to use the book like a design manual. He
eschews technical jargon for an accessible and approachable tone and language. Beautifully produced with
abundant color illustrations that effectively contrast worldwide approaches to urban design, this volume will
appeal to a wide specialist and generalist audience."
(CHOICE)

"Washburn's attitude and incisive analysis give this book a rare combination of realism and hope."
(Planning)

"Simply put, The Nature of Urban Design reads like an engaging story, through the eyes of a well-informed
urban planner, who wants nothing more than to see good done in the world."
(Spacing)

"The writing is personal and accessible, and ... the book is knowledgeable and up-to-date. ... This book will
be especially useful to people interested in improving their city, and for those who are contemplating going
into planning or urban design as their profession."
(Journal of Urban Design)

"Mr. Washburn takes lay people on an illustrated and highly accessible tour of urban planning, from the
High Line to the subway system, which, he explains, emits little more in greenhouse gases than the city's
streetlights."
(The New York Times)

About the Author

Alexandros Washburn is industry professor and founding director of the Center for Coastal Resilience and
Urban Xcellence (CRUX) at the Stevens Institute of Technology. He was formerly the chief urban designer
of the New York City Department of City Planning under Mayor Michael Bloomberg and former public
works advisor and chief architect for Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan. He lives in Red Hook, Brooklyn.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Thomas Schulz:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Nature of
Urban Design: A New York Perspective on Resilience is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

David Musick:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Nature of Urban Design: A New York Perspective on Resilience, you are able to tells your family, friends
and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Anna Snyder:

The book untitled The Nature of Urban Design: A New York Perspective on Resilience contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored
by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In
a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have
a nice learn.

Robert Lee:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is The Nature of Urban Design: A New York Perspective on Resilience this publication
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does
the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of
you.
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