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Statistical ideas and methods underlie just about every aspect of modern life.
From randomized clinical trials in medical research, to statistical models of risk
in banking and hedge fund industries, to the statistical tools used to probe vast
astronomical databases, the field of statistics has become centrally important to
how we understand our world. But the discipline underlying all these is not the
dull statistics of the popular imagination. Long gone are the days of manual
arithmetic manipulation. Nowadays statistics is a dynamic discipline,
revolutionized by the computer, which uses advanced software tools to probe
numerical data, seeking structures, patterns, and relationships. This Very Short
Introduction sets the study of statistics in context, describing its history and
giving examples of its impact, summarizes methods of gathering and evaluating
data, and explains the role played by the science of chance, of probability, in
statistical methods. The book also explores deep philosophical issues of
induction--how we use statistics to discern the true nature of reality from the
limited observations we necessarily must make.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very
Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting
topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key
topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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Statistical ideas and methods underlie just about every aspect of modern life. From randomized clinical trials
in medical research, to statistical models of risk in banking and hedge fund industries, to the statistical tools
used to probe vast astronomical databases, the field of statistics has become centrally important to how we
understand our world. But the discipline underlying all these is not the dull statistics of the popular
imagination. Long gone are the days of manual arithmetic manipulation. Nowadays statistics is a dynamic
discipline, revolutionized by the computer, which uses advanced software tools to probe numerical data,
seeking structures, patterns, and relationships. This Very Short Introduction sets the study of statistics in
context, describing its history and giving examples of its impact, summarizes methods of gathering and
evaluating data, and explains the role played by the science of chance, of probability, in statistical methods.
The book also explores deep philosophical issues of induction--how we use statistics to discern the true
nature of reality from the limited observations we necessarily must make.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

David J. Hand is Professor of Mathematics, Imperial College, London, and the author of Information
Generation: How Data Rule Our World; Pattern Detection and Discovery; and many other works.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christina Ochs:

In other case, little persons like to read book Statistics: A Very Short Introduction. You can choose the best
book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book Statistics: A Very
Short Introduction. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we
could open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Johnny Cahill:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Statistics: A Very
Short Introduction book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

William Leone:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy
read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Statistics: A Very Short
Introduction is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.



Jennifer Knott:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Statistics: A Very Short Introduction
e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Statistics: A Very Short
Introduction as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break
don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on
your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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