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The forces that shaped the institution of slavery in the American South endured,
albeit in altered form, long after slavery was abolished. Toiling in sweltering
Virginia tobacco factories or in the kitchens of white families in Chicago, black
women felt a stultifying combination of racial discrimination and sexual
prejudice. And yet, in their efforts to sustain family ties, they shared a common
purpose with wives and mothers of all classes.

In Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow, historian Jacqueline Jones offers a powerful
account of the changing role of black women, lending a voice to an unsung
struggle from the depths of slavery to the ongoing fight for civil rights.
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The forces that shaped the institution of slavery in the American South endured, albeit in altered form, long
after slavery was abolished. Toiling in sweltering Virginia tobacco factories or in the kitchens of white
families in Chicago, black women felt a stultifying combination of racial discrimination and sexual
prejudice. And yet, in their efforts to sustain family ties, they shared a common purpose with wives and
mothers of all classes.

In Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow, historian Jacqueline Jones offers a powerful account of the changing role
of black women, lending a voice to an unsung struggle from the depths of slavery to the ongoing fight for
civil rights.
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Editorial Review

Review
Winner Of The Brown Publication Prize Of The Association Of Black Women Historians

"Brilliant, bedrock scholarship crucial to our understanding of the crisis of the black family in the 1980's."

-- Los A Angeles Times

"A valuable contribution...on several counts. Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow exorcises several malignant
stereotypes and stubborn myths, it is free of the sexism and racism it describes, and it interprets old data in
new ways.... Rather than simply looking at data, Miss Jones sees them. In so doing she has turned an are
light on several dark and unexplored corners."

-- Toni Morrison, The New York Times Book Review

"A remarkable, inspiring work...which reveals important truths about our society. It is a major contribution to
American social history and should be required reading for everyone who cares about the progress of justice
and equality in America." -- Coretta Scott King

"Jacqueline Jones's excellent study takes us far into the implications of the broad social differences between
the black and the white experiences in America."

-- Nathan I. Huggins

"A seminal work of scholarship, which has no rival in its subtle explication of the complex interface of work,
sex, race and class. All future studies of the black worker will have to take this book into account." -- Henry
Louis Gates

From the Publisher
"A seminal work of scholarship which has no rival in its subtle explication of the complex interface of work,
sex, race, and class."--Henry Louis Gates, Jr.

From the Inside Flap
A powerful account of the changing role of American black women in the labor force and in the family.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Erin Chretien:

The book Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow: Black Women, Work, and the Family, from Slavery to the
Present can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
why must we leave a very important thing like a book Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow: Black Women,
Work, and the Family, from Slavery to the Present? A number of you have a different opinion about



publication. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow: Black Women, Work, and the Family, from
Slavery to the Present has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

William Tietjen:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Labor of Love,
Labor of Sorrow: Black Women, Work, and the Family, from Slavery to the Present.

Sandra Bryson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow: Black Women, Work, and the Family, from
Slavery to the Present provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Macie Austin:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One
of several books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow: Black
Women, Work, and the Family, from Slavery to the Present. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this
publication you can get many advantages.
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