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Although there are over one billion Muslims in the world, and over ten million in
the West, most discussions of Islam are based on clichés or outright prejudice.
This lively and compelling book sets out to bridge the gulf of misunderstanding.
Islam, argues Akbar Ahmed, does not mean the subordination of women,
contempt for other religions, opposition to the modern world, or barbaric
punishments for petty crimes. One cannot fully come to terms with modern Islam
without understanding its sources and traditions.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Islam is the fastest-growing world religion, with over ten million Muslims in the West. As their number
increases, so do the misunderstandings and conflicts between Muslims and non-Muslims. Anthropologist
Ahmed accurately explains the conflicting cultural values and ignorance of East and West and does an
excellent job explaining the differences between the Shi'ite and Sunni branches of Islam, women in Islam,
and Muslim minorities. Unfortunately, owing to space constraints, Nigeria and Indonesia are not covered.
Ahmed is a visiting professor at Princeton and Harvard; his Discovering Islam: Making Sense of Muslim
History and Society (Routledge, 1989. reprint) was highly praised. An essentially identical hardcover version
of this book was published in the U.K. in 1993 under the title Living Islam: From Samarkand to Stornoway
(BBC). Highly recommended for all libraries as a companion to John Bowker's What Muslims Believe
(Element, 1999).AMichael W. Ellis, Ellenville P.L., NY
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

""Get a true picture of the religion distorted by Osama bin Laden in this Oprah recommended guide to the
Muslim world."" --Guardian

About the Author

Akbars Ahmed is fellow of Selwyn College, Cambridge, UK, and has been a visiting professor at Princeton
and Harvard Universities.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeremy Scott:

Often the book Islam Today: A Short Introduction to the Muslim World (Introductions to Religion) will
bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In
the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Islam Today: A
Short Introduction to the Muslim World (Introductions to Religion) is much recommended to you to study.
You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Patricia Vasquez:

The guide untitled Islam Today: A Short Introduction to the Muslim World (Introductions to Religion) is the
guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Islam Today: A Short Introduction to the
Muslim World (Introductions to Religion) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.



Thomas Abrams:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Islam Today: A Short Introduction to the Muslim World (Introductions to Religion) your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might
be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one web form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The Islam Today: A Short Introduction to the
Muslim World (Introductions to Religion) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking
at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Darlene Gutierrez:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Islam Today: A Short Introduction to the Muslim World
(Introductions to Religion) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content
will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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