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This book was the first broad exposé of the social and environmental damage
inflicted by the growth of corporate agriculture in California. Factories in the
Field—together with the work of Dorothea Lange, Paul Taylor, and John
Steinbeck—dramatizes the misery of the dust bowl migrants hoping to find work
in California agriculture. McWilliams starts with the scandals of the Spanish land
grant purchases, and continues on to examine the experience of the various ethnic
groups that have provided labor for California's agricultural industry—Chinese,
Japanese, Mexicans, Filipinos, Armenians—the strikes, and the efforts to
organize labor unions
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Editorial Review

Review
"[McWilliams] nailed the essence of California in a way that has never been duplicated. To a remarkable
degree ["California: The Great Exception and "Factories in the Field] remain as relevant today as when he
wrote them."--"Los Angeles Times

From the Inside Flap

"A masterpiece. . . . Two months after the publication of The Grapes of Wrath, Little, Brown issued the
second controversial California documentary of 1939, Factories in the Field. . . . If John Steinbeck was a
novelist seeking documentation, Carey McWilliams was a documentary journalist seeking the moral and
imaginative intensity of art."—Kevin Starr, author of Endangered Dreams: The Great Depression in
California

"Factories in the Field is a true classic of the 'other California' that one rarely hears about. McWilliams
chronicles the modern saga of industrial capitalism's transformation of would-be yeoman farmers into a low-
paid, multi-racial army of farmworkers toiling on huge factory farms. From the start, McWilliams called for
the abolition of the artificial distinction between factory and farm as the necessary first step in guaranteeing
farmworkers the right to collective bargaining. His work is still relevant to the ongoing migrations of peoples
around the world in search of a better life."—Neil Foley, author of The White Scourge

"Indispensable to the study of California history."—Jules Tygiel, author of The Great Los Angeles Swindle

From the Back Cover
"A masterpiece. . . . Two months after the publication of "The Grapes of" "Wrath," Little, Brown issued the
second controversial California documentary of 1939, "Factories in the Field." . . . If John Steinbeck was a
novelist seeking documentation, Carey McWilliams was a documentary journalist seeking the moral and
imaginative intensity of art."--Kevin Starr, author of "Endangered Dreams: The Great Depression in
California"

""Factories in the Field is a true classic of the "other California" that one rarely hears about. McWilliams
chronicles the modern saga of industrial capitalism's transformation of would-be yeoman farmers into a low-
paid, multi-racial army of farmworkers toiling on huge factory farms. From the start, McWilliams called for
the abolition of the artificial distinction between factory and farm as the necessary first step in guaranteeing
farmworkers the right to collective bargaining. His work is still relevant to the ongoing migrations of peoples
around the world in search of a better life."--Neil Foley, author of "The White Scourge

"Indispensable to the study of California history."--Jules Tygiel, author of "The Great Los Angeles Swindle"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Milton Jones:

The book Factories in the Field: The Story of Migratory Farm Labor in California gives you the sense of



being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at
a book Factories in the Field: The Story of Migratory Farm Labor in California to get your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like open and read a reserve Factories in the Field: The Story of
Migratory Farm Labor in California. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Jennifer Phinney:

Often the book Factories in the Field: The Story of Migratory Farm Labor in California will bring someone
to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try
to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Factories in the Field: The Story of Migratory
Farm Labor in California is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Colleen Nguyen:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Factories in the Field: The Story of
Migratory Farm Labor in California guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question
Factories in the Field: The Story of Migratory Farm Labor in California as good book not only by the cover
but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing
one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Joseph Chitwood:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Factories in the Field: The Story of
Migratory Farm Labor in California can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these publications have than the others?
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