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Welfare state reform occurs in all advanced capitalist democracies, but it does
not occur in identical ways, to the same degree or with similar consequences. In
Comparative Welfare State Politics, Kees van Kersbergen and Barbara Vis
explain the political opportunities and constraints of welfare state reform by
asking 'big' questions. Why did we need a welfare state in the first place? How
did we get it? Why did we get different worlds of welfare and do we still have
them? What does the welfare state actually do? Why do we need to reform the
welfare state? Why is reform so difficult, but why does it nevertheless happen?
Can and will the welfare state survive the Great Recession? This book informs
the reader comprehensively about the welfare state, while contributing to the
ongoing debate on the politics of welfare state reform.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Comparative Welfare State Politics is a major contribution to the debate on welfare state reforms. It is a
concise and competent textbook that gives unambiguous answers to big questions, based on empirical
research and a masterful overview of the scientific debate. Van Kersbergen and Vis propose an immensely
useful re-adjustment of the debate, emphasizing the functional pressures for social policy reform as a starting
point for the interaction of ideas, interests, and institutions."- Dr. Klaus Armingeon, Professor of
Comparative Politics and Director of the Institute of Political Science, University of Berne

"Why do we have welfare states? What do they actually do? Why do they differ across nations and
continents? How do they adapt to the pace of historical change, globalization, and population ageing? Van
Kersbergen and Vis attack all these big questions with truly impressive scholarship and perspective. This
book is a tour de force, unparalleled in the large literature on the welfare state; a must-read for any student of
modern capitalism." - Dr. Gøsta Esping-Andersen, Professor of Sociology, Universitat Pompeu Fabra

"This fine book tackles sweeping questions about welfare states in industrialized democracies, such as why
these welfare states emerged, how they differ, what they do, and why their politicians pursue politically risky
reforms ... The book, which includes an extensive bibliography of comparative welfare state research, would
substantially benefit research libraries and graduate and upper-level undergraduates interested in political
economy and the politics of social welfare. Summing up: highly recommended."
D. B. Robertson, Choice

About the Author
Kees van Kersbergen is Professor of Comparative Politics in the Department of Political Science and
Government at Aarhus University in Denmark.

Barbara Vis is Professor of Political Decision-Making in the Department of Political Science and Public
Administration at VU University Amsterdam.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Esther Price:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Comparative Welfare State
Politics: Development, Opportunities, and Reform book since this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.



Bryan Smith:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this Comparative Welfare State Politics: Development, Opportunities, and Reform,
you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a e-book.

Annette Puente:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Comparative Welfare State Politics:
Development, Opportunities, and Reform that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So ,
for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Comparative Welfare State Politics:
Development, Opportunities, and Reform become your own personal starter.

Regina Hash:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Comparative Welfare State Politics: Development, Opportunities, and
Reform this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book
appropriate all of you.
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