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In the past forty years, American families have become moreracially and
ethnically diverse than ever before. Different family forms and living
arrangements have also multiplied, with single-parent families, cohabiting
couples with children, divorced couples with children, stepfamilies, and newly-
visible same-sex families. During the same period, socioeconomic inequality
among families hasrisen to levels not seen since the 1920s.

This second edition of American Families offers several benefits:

- clear conceptual focus

- new attention to the historical origins of contemporary family diversity

- well-chosen essays by |eading names from across the curriculum

- explores the interactions between race-ethnicity, class, gender, and sexuality in
shaping family life

- cCompletely updated and expanded bibliography of related sources

- new companion website with student and instructor resources to enhance
learning.

Leading off with a comprehensive and teachabl e introduction to the topic, this
completely updated, revised, and expanded second edition of Stephanie Coontz's
classic collection American Families remains the best resource available on
family diversity in America.

For additional information and classroom resources please visit the American
Families companion website at www.routledge.com/textbooks/9780415958219.
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In the past forty years, American families have become moreracially and ethnically diverse than ever before.
Different family forms and living arrangements have also multiplied, with single-parent families, cohabiting
couples with children, divorced couples with children, stepfamilies, and newly-visible same-sex families.
During the same period, socioeconomic inequality among families has risen to levels not seen since the
1920s.

This second edition of American Families offers several benefits:

- clear conceptual focus

- hew attention to the historical origins of contemporary family diversity

- well-chosen essays by leading names from across the curriculum

- explores the interactions between race-ethnicity, class, gender, and sexuality in shaping family life
- cCompletely updated and expanded bibliography of related sources

- hew companion website with student and instructor resources to enhance learning.

L eading off with a comprehensive and teachable introduction to the topic, this completely updated, revised,
and expanded second edition of Stephanie Coontz's classic collection American Families remains the best
resource available on family diversity in America.

For additional information and classroom resources please visit the American Families companion website at
www.routl edge.com/textbooks/9780415958219.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

This book, which arose from the demands of Coontz's family history course at Evergreen State College,
continues the project Coontz ably began in four previous monographs (most recently, The Way We Really
Are, LJ4/1/97). The 29 chapters have been multifariously culled, many excerpted from books, with the aim
of showing varieties of family life when factors of race, class, gender, locale, and different historical periods
are considered independently. There are, for instance, chapters about African Americans, Latinos, Native
Americans, Filipinas, Vietnamese, Chinese, immigrants, lesbians, motherhood, the poor, teenage mothers,
and class consciousness in various times and places. There are no articles about middle- or upper-class
families or those of northern European origin. Some of the authors are well known (e.g., W.J. Wilson,
Thomas J. Sugrue), while others are newcomers. With nothing quite like it in its breadth of treatment, thisis
an excellent resource for college students or the engaged reader looking for a scholarly introduction.?Janice
Dunham, John Jay Coll. Lib., New Y ork

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

'What a collection of articles! Stephanie Coontz has gathered together the writing of many of the most
important scholarsof our timeto address one of the most important issues of our time—the growing
diversity of American families. A great choicefor undergraduate classrooms and an addition to any
scholar’sbookshelf." — Barbara J. Risman, Author of Gender Vertigo: American Familiesin Transition

'American Families provides a powerful exploration of the challenges facing contemporary families.
From the historical roots of inequality to toolsto theorize the meanings of difference, this collection
provides engaging readingsthat illustrate American past and present struggles, laced with hope for
the future.' —Jennifer A. Reich, Author of Fixing Families: Parents, Power, and the Child Welfare System

'American Familiesisa marvel —the author s have identified some the very best and clear est new
scholar ship. The book affords an accur ate, thoughtful and thought-provoking glimpse at family lifein
theUSasit really is! — Linda Gordon, Author of The Great Arizona Orphan Abduction

'"Thebook isideal for undergraduate teaching pur poses. Family resear chers, however, will also want
to have thisin-depth yet accessible resource on their shelves. Beyond the substantive findings
presented, several chaptersdo a great job of synthesizing a range of scholar ship related to family
diversity and outlining potentially fruitful avenuesfor subsequent theorizing and research. | highly
recommend thisvolume. Several articlesleft mewanting more, excited about the unanswered
questions and futureresearch possibilitiesrelated to family diversity. Coontz's volume takes a big leap
forward in shifting issues of diversity to the center of family research.' — Jennifer Utrata, Assistant
Professor, University of Puget Sound, in the Journal of Marriage and Family

About the Author



Stephanie Coontz is Professor of Family History at the Evergreen State College. She is the author of
numerous books, including Marriage, a History: How Love Conquered Marriage.

Maya Par son is adoctoral candidate in Cultural Anthropology at the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill.

Gabrielle Raley isadoctora candidate in Sociology at the University of California, Los Angeles.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Marcia Fullerton:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book American Families: A Multicultural Reader. Y ou can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how isimportant any book
American Families: A Multicultural Reader. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world
by just abook. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we can open abook or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou may
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Nancy Baumgardner:

Here thing why this particular American Families: A Multicultural Reader are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which isthe
content is as delightful asfood or not. American Families: A Multicultural Reader giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with American
Families: A Multicultural Reader. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficultiesin
bringing the paper book maybe the form of American Families: A Multicultural Reader in e-book can be
your substitute.

Robert Doyle:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The American Families: A Multicultural Reader provide you with new experiencein
reading a book.



Frances Stone:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. Y ou can view that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is American Families: A Multicultural Reader this book consist alot of the
information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. Thisiswhy this book ideal all of you.
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