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In  A Syntax of Substance, David Adger proposes a new approach to phrase
structure that eschews functional heads and labels structures exocentrically. His
proposal simultaneously simplifies the syntactic system and restricts the range of
possible structures, ruling out the ubiquitous (remnant) roll-up derivations and
forcing a separation of arguments from their apparent heads. This new system
has a number of empirical consequences, which Adger explores in the domain of
relational nominals across different language families, including Germanic,
Romance, Celtic, Polynesian, and Semitic. He shows that the relationality of such
nouns as hand, edge, or mother -- which seem to have as part of their meaning a
relation between substances -- is actually part of the syntactic representation in
which they are used rather than an inherent part of their meaning. This empirical
outcome follows directly from the new syntactic system, as does a novel analysis
of PP complements to nouns and possessors. Given this, he argues that nouns
can, in general, be thought of as simply specifications of substance,
differentiating them from true predicates.

A Syntax of Substance offers an innovative contribution to debates in theoretical
syntax about the nature of syntactic representations and how they connect to
semantic interpretation and linear order.
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Editorial Review

Review

This book has many interesting ideas that are likely to shape the future of generative syntax.

(Linguistic Analysis)

About the Author
David Adger is Professor of Linguistics at Queen Mary, University of London, and the author of Core
Syntax: A Minimalist Approach.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Errol Sawyer:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled A Syntax of Substance (Linguistic Inquiry
Monographs). Try to the actual book A Syntax of Substance (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs) as your friend.
It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Bill Flores:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading the book, we give you that A Syntax of Substance (Linguistic Inquiry
Monographs) book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just
a book.

Edward Bastian:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want



experience happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The A Syntax of Substance
(Linguistic Inquiry Monographs) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Thomas Rice:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this A Syntax of Substance (Linguistic Inquiry Monographs), you may tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
book.
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