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The untold story of a heroic band of Caribbean pirates whose defiance of
imperial rule inspired revolt in colonial outposts across the world

In the early eighteenth century, the Pirate Republic was home to some of the
great pirate captains, including Blackbeard, "Black Sam" Bellamy, and Charles
Vane. Along with their fellow pirates—former sailors, indentured servants, and
runaway slaves—this "Flying Gang" established a crude but distinctive
democracy in the Bahamas, carving out their own zone of freedom in which
servants were free, blacks could be equal citizens, and leaders were chosen or
deposed by a vote. They cut off trade routes, sacked slave ships, and severed
Europe from its New World empires, and for a brief, glorious period the
Republic was a success.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Woodard (The Lobster Coast) tells a romantic story about Caribbean pirates of the "Golden Age"
(1715–1725)—whom he sees not as criminals but as social revolutionaries—and the colonial governors who
successfully clamped down on them, in the early 18th-century Bahamas. One group of especially powerful
pirates set up a colony in the Bahamas. Known as New Providence, the community attracted not only
disaffected sailors but also runaway slaves and yeomen farmers who had trouble getting a toehold in the
plantation economy of the American colonies. The British saw piracy as a threat to colonial commerce and
government. Woodes Rogers, the governor of the Bahamas and himself a former privateer, determined to
bring the pirates to heel. Woodard describes how Rogers, aided by Virginia's acting governor, Alexander
Spotswood, finally defeated the notorious Blackbeard. Woodard's portrait of Rogers is a little flat—the man
is virtually flawless ("courageous, selfless, and surprisingly patriotic"), and the prose is sometimes breathless
("they would know him by just one word... pirate"). Still, this is a fast-paced narrative that will be especially
attractive to lovers of pirate lore and to vacationers who are Bahamas-bound. Maps. (May)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
The early eighteenth century was the so-called golden age of piracy, particularly in the Caribbean. Although
much of the romantic musings about "pirate honor" is nonsense, an unusual group of pirates, led by Edward
"Blackbeard" Teach and Sam Bellamy, actually set up a functioning government in the Bahamas with
pretensions to establishing a form of social justice. Their "republic" attracted deserting sailors who could not
tolerate harsh naval discipline, runaway slaves, and impoverished farmers. In this republic, called New
Providence, a rough but democratic and egalitarian ethos apparently took hold. But, according to Woodard,
the British government saw the existence of this independent entity as an intolerable threat. So, on the theory
of sending a thief to catch a thief, they sent Woodes Rogers, a former privateer, to crush the republic. This
breezy, fast-moving book is filled with exciting action and colorful characters. It will provide general readers
and those with a special interest in the period much enjoyment. Jay Freeman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

PRAISE FOR THE REPUBLIC OF PIRATES

"Fascinating . . . beyond rip-roaring adventure stories from the distant past, [the book offers] an opportunity
to understand pirates as they truly were."—The New York Times Book Review

"It's a rollicking tale, filled with rich details of the lives of men who, for their own personal gain, challenged
the spread of empires."—The Times-Picayune (New Orleans)

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Tim Travers:

The book The Republic of Pirates: Being the True and Surprising Story of the Caribbean Pirates and the Man
Who Brought Them Down make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a
lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with
your subject. If you can make reading a book The Republic of Pirates: Being the True and Surprising Story
of the Caribbean Pirates and the Man Who Brought Them Down to become your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or
all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a publication The Republic of
Pirates: Being the True and Surprising Story of the Caribbean Pirates and the Man Who Brought Them
Down. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So
, how do you think about this book?

Paul Mackey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Republic of Pirates: Being the True
and Surprising Story of the Caribbean Pirates and the Man Who Brought Them Down e-book written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have
read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only
for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism The Republic of Pirates: Being the True and
Surprising Story of the Caribbean Pirates and the Man Who Brought Them Down as good book not simply
by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its handle, so
do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Karen Taylor:

You may spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Republic of Pirates: Being the True and
Surprising Story of the Caribbean Pirates and the Man Who Brought Them Down is simple bringing you can
read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the
printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Florence Ross:

Beside this The Republic of Pirates: Being the True and Surprising Story of the Caribbean Pirates and the
Man Who Brought Them Down in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge
or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you
feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Republic of Pirates: Being the
True and Surprising Story of the Caribbean Pirates and the Man Who Brought Them Down because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what
it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and
read it from at this point!
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