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The field of archaeology continues to face a major crisis of interpretation. The
traditional view is that the basic business of archaeology is to reconstruct the
history of cultures and civilizations through their material productions. Olivier
challenges this view with a new approach to archaeological remains based on the
works of French theorists such as Foucault, de Certeaux, and Derrida, with
insight from Darwin and Freud. His thesis is that archaeology does not study the
past itself but rather what materially remains of the past in our present. Olivier
also develops an interpretation of material culture based on Aby Warburg’s and
Walter Benjamin’s work in the anthropology of art. With wider implications for
history and all social sciences, The Dark Abyss of Time is a major contribution
to the theory of time, memory, heritage, and archaeology. This flawless
translation makes Olivier’s elegantly written work available in English for the
first time.
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Editorial Review

Review
The Dark Abyssof Time is … one of the most important works published in archaeology during my lifetime.
It fundamentally questions the purpose and practice of the discipline as it is today, and successfully tries to
move us beyond the sterile debates that have marred the history of archaeology for the last thirty or so years.
It is the result of a wide and deep immersion in the roots of our current culture, and it is, to boot, beautiful to
read! (Sander van der Leeuw Ph.D, Arizona State University)

This is a wonderful work, a rich and very human treatment of how we experience time and history in our
relationships with vestiges of the past. It is an inspiring read in the critical tradition of Bergson and Benjamin
that will appeal to everyone interested in our contemporary and archaeological fascination with old things.
(Michael Shanks, Omar and Althea Hoskins Professor of Archaeology, Stanford University)

About the Author
Laurent Olivier is curator of the Department of Celtic and Gaulish archaeology at the National Museum of
Archaeology in Saint-Germain-en-Laye, outside Paris. He teaches at the École du Louvre and the École
pratique des hautes études. He is working on a dig on the site of Iron Age salt marshes in Marsal
(northeastern France).
Arthur Greenspan is a professor of French at Colby College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Dreiling:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Dark Abyss of Time: Archaeology and
Memory (Archaeology in Society). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important a book The Dark Abyss of Time: Archaeology and Memory (Archaeology in
Society). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will
find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you
can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Mark Hernandez:

The book The Dark Abyss of Time: Archaeology and Memory (Archaeology in Society) give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking
at a book The Dark Abyss of Time: Archaeology and Memory (Archaeology in Society) to become your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a e-book The Dark Abyss of Time:
Archaeology and Memory (Archaeology in Society). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book



or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Jeffrey Drake:

Beside that The Dark Abyss of Time: Archaeology and Memory (Archaeology in Society) in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Dark Abyss of Time: Archaeology and
Memory (Archaeology in Society) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
at times have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Lee Long:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Dark Abyss of Time: Archaeology and Memory (Archaeology in Society) when you
required it?
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