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A fully illustrated, landmark study of 1slamic calligraphy traced back to its
deepest historical and cultural roots

* Explores the sacred geometry of each letter form of the Arabic alphabet as
attributed to renowned 10th-century scribe Ibn Mugla

* Traces Ibn Mugla s system to the cross-cultural encounter between Greek
learning and the scientific, artistic, and philosophical pursuits of classical IsSlam

* A richly illustrated, two-volume presentation of decades of research with more
than 430 full-color illustrations

Calligraphy isthe central visual art of Islam. At its core resides a perennial
challenge: What letter shapes traced by human hands are rightful bearers of the
divine message? The answer liesin the “Proportioned Script” of Ibn Mugla,
renowned scribe, man of letters, and minister under the great Abbasid Caliphate
in 10th-century Baghdad.

Emphasizing harmony and geometry, Ibn Mugla s system has governed the
practice of Arabic scribal art up to the present day. In this two-volume, richly
illustrated study, Ahmed Moustafa and Stefan Sperl analyze each letter form of
Ibn Mugla’s perfected penmanship and share their decades of research on Islamic
letter shapes, revealing the history, linguistics, philosophy, theology, and sacred
geometry that underlie this spiritual art form.

In volume one the authors reveal the trilogy of prophecy, penmanship, and
geometry at the foundation of Ibn Mugla’'s Proportioned Script. Providing afully
illustrated analysis of 1slamic calligraphy’ s geometrical principles as transmitted
in surviving writings and key manuscript sources, they examine the geometric
grid of sguare, circle, and hexagon that informs the pen strokes of each letter
shape and explore how the golden ratio appears within the matrix of the grid.
They examine the development of Ibn Mugla s system in the context of the
sciences, arts, and penmanship of 10th-century Baghdad and trace its originsto
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the cross-cultural encounter between Greek learning and the scientific, artistic,
and philosophical pursuits of classical Islam. In volume two the authors analyze
the calligraphic forms of each letter of the Arabic alphabet. They decode the
sacred geometry of each form asit appears within the geometric grid, providing
letter samples from ancient sources.

Unearthing the theoretical and scientific foundations of Arabic calligraphy, this

landmark study examines the aesthetic implications of 1bn Mugla s theory for the
visual, verbal, and aural arts of Islam as well as the Islamic mystical tradition.
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A fully illustrated, landmark study of Islamic calligraphy traced back to its deepest historical and cultura
roots

* Explores the sacred geometry of each letter form of the Arabic alphabet as attributed to renowned 10th-
century scribe Ibn Mugla

* Traces Ibn Mugla s system to the cross-cultural encounter between Greek learning and the scientific,
artistic, and philosophical pursuits of classical Islam

* A richly illustrated, two-volume presentation of decades of research with more than 430 full-color
illustrations

Calligraphy isthe central visual art of Islam. At its core resides a perennial challenge: What |etter shapes
traced by human hands are rightful bearers of the divine message? The answer liesin the “Proportioned
Script” of 1bn Mugla, renowned scribe, man of |etters, and minister under the great Abbasid Caliphate in
10th-century Baghdad.

Emphasizing harmony and geometry, Ibn Mugla s system has governed the practice of Arabic scribal art up
to the present day. In this two-volume, richly illustrated study, Ahmed Moustafa and Stefan Sperl analyze
each letter form of 1bn Mugla’'s perfected penmanship and share their decades of research on Islamic letter
shapes, revealing the history, linguistics, philosophy, theology, and sacred geometry that underlie this
spiritual art form.

In volume one the authors reveal the trilogy of prophecy, penmanship, and geometry at the foundation of 1bn
Mugla's Proportioned Script. Providing afully illustrated analysis of Islamic calligraphy’s geometrical
principles as transmitted in surviving writings and key manuscript sources, they examine the geometric grid
of square, circle, and hexagon that informs the pen strokes of each letter shape and explore how the golden
ratio appears within the matrix of the grid. They examine the development of I1bn Mugla s system in the
context of the sciences, arts, and penmanship of 10th-century Baghdad and trace its origins to the cross-
cultural encounter between Greek learning and the scientific, artistic, and philosophical pursuits of classical
Islam. In volume two the authors analyze the calligraphic forms of each letter of the Arabic aphabet. They
decode the sacred geometry of each form asit appears within the geometric grid, providing letter samples
from ancient sources.

Unearthing the theoretical and scientific foundations of Arabic calligraphy, thislandmark study examines the
aesthetic implications of Ibn Mugla s theory for the visual, verbal, and aural arts of Islam aswell asthe
Islamic mystical tradition.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This monumental work of Ahmed Moustafa and Stefan Sperl offers a comprehensive and convincing new
account of the geometry of the Arabic script, accomplishing in the process a revolution at the intersection of
art, mathematics, and spirituality. It is essential reading for anyone interested in Islamic art, calligraphy, and
the beauty of geometry.” (Carl W. Ernst, Professor, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill)

“The script is spiritual geometry, though made perceptible by a physical instrument.” (Euclid, cited by Abu
Bakr as-Quli)

About the Author

Ahmed Moustafais an Islamic artist and Arabic master scribe who received his original training in Western
art. Hisworks are included in major museum collections in North America, Europe, and the Middle East. As
chairman of the Research Centrein Arab Art and Design in London, he has acted as design consultant for
major corporationsin the Middle East. He has also lectured widely on the subject of Arabic penmanship.
Stefan Sperl is senior lecturer in Arabic at the London School of Oriental and African Studies. He has
published widely in the field of classical Arabic literature and Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Walter Reeves:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Cosmic Script: Sacred Geometry
and the Science of Arabic Penmanship will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
acceptable book with you?

Charles Howell:

The book The Cosmic Script: Sacred Geometry and the Science of Arabic Penmanship can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave avery important thing like a
book The Cosmic Script: Sacred Geometry and the Science of Arabic Penmanship? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you could share al of these. Book The Cosmic Script: Sacred Geometry and the Science of
Arabic Penmanship has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can
appear the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.



William M cDowell:

Typically the book The Cosmic Script: Sacred Geometry and the Science of Arabic Penmanship has alot of

knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was compiled by the

very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Katherine Contreras;

This The Cosmic Script: Sacred Geometry and the Science of Arabic Penmanship is brand new way for you
who has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The
Cosmic Script: Sacred Geometry and the Science of Arabic Penmanship can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in
the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes| mean in the e-book application form. People who think
that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a publication especialy thisone. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you.
So, don't missthis! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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