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"The greatest writer of historical adventures today."
—Washington Post

Critically acclaimed, perennial New York Times bestselling author Bernard
Cornwell (Agincourt, The Fort, the Saxon Tales) makes real history come alive
in his breathtaking historical fiction. Praised as "the direct heir to Patrick
O'Brian" (Agincourt, The Fort), Cornwell has brilliantly captured the fury, chaos,
and excitement of battle as few writers have ever done—perhaps most vividly in
his phenomenally popular novels following the illustrious military career of
British Army officer Richard Sharpe during the late 18th and early 19th
centuries. In Sharpe's Fortress, Ensign Sharpe's adventures in Indiareach agrand
finale at the Siege of Gawilghur during the Maharatta War in December 1803, as
Cornwell's hero uncovers afoul treason and seeks a righteous revenge. Perhaps
the San Francisco Chronicle said it best: "If only al history lessons could be as
vibrant."
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Fighting in the millet fields of India circa 1803, Richard Sharpe knows trouble when he sees it: dissension in
the ranks, a feverish and arrogant enemy, nobody to confide in. Unbeknownst to his comrades, Sharpe has
buried afortune in booty along the way. He knows his freedom is coming, and it's only a matter of time
before he can feast on the spoils. Sharpe's Fortressisthe 17th in Bernard Cornwell's series starring this
colonial British soldier who has risen in the ranks despite blunders and misadventures, not to mention his
own suspicions of the men around him.

Treason, near-death experiences, cannonballs hidden in the tall grass "sticky with blood and thick with flies,
lying twenty paces from the man it had eviscerated," these are the elements of Cornwell's war stories, which
rely heavily on long, involved--and involving--battle scenes, marvel ous description, and bawdy dialoguein
the trenches (a highlight: arguments over whether there's such athing as breasts that 1ook like grapes). For
readers who hunger for humorous, complex characterizations, Sharpe proves vivid and three-dimensional.

He holds tightly to his dreams of treasure, eavesdropping on betrayers, ultimately hatching a desperate plan
to make his way to the fortressin the sky, Gawilghur. Cornwell's hero is an honest soldier, and also a
pragmatic one. He doesn't care as much about the medals and the glory as he cares about dodging cannon fire
and finding a place to sleep. --Ellen Williams

From Publishers Weekly

Already abestseller in the U.K., this 16th volume chronicling the heroic escapades of Richard Sharpe, a
British soldier with Gen. Sir Arthur Wellesley (later the duke of Wellington), resumes the marathon
historical narrative in India during the final battle of the Mahratta War of 1803. With an amorous French
widow waiting for him back in Seringapatam, and carrying a fortune in jewels he has liberated from the
Tippoo sultan, Ensign SharpeDnewly promoted from sergeantDiss struggling to make a successful transition
to officer responsibilities. Led by the murderous English turncoat Col. William Dodd, the Mahratta army
withdraws to the impregnabl e mountaintop fortress of Gawilghur, where Dodd intends to defeat Wellesey
and perpetrate afinal treachery that will make him ruler of all India. Assigned to the service of Captain
Torrance to assist with the supply train, Sharpe uncovers alarge cache of misappropriated military supplies.
The captain realizes that Sharpe suspects him and his sergeant, Obadiah Hakeswill, Sharpe's old nemesis, of
stealing the supplies. He hands Sharpe over to Hakeswill, who takes his jewels and turns Sharpe over to a
bandit leader to be killedDbut al is not lost. Resplendent with color and action, the stirring saga overwhelms
the senses with the flash of sabers and the gore and din of battle. True to his adoring readers, Cornwell leaves
no treachery unpunished as Sharpe again proves his mettle.

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

After marching his hard-fighting British rifleman Richard Sharpe through innumerable campaignsin the
Napoleonic wars and beyond, Cornwell uses thislatest novel to revisit aturning point in Sharpe's early
career. Sharpe's Fortressis set in British Indiain late 1803, immediately after Arthur Wellesley (the future
Wellington) has made Sharpe an officer. Typical of Cornwell's books, it quickly places the long-suffering
hero in anasty crisis and never lets up. Sharpe must fight two wars: one against the Mahratta, who defy
British rule from their apparently impregnable mountaintop stronghold, the other against the class-conscious
and narrow-minded British officers who won't accept an officer up from the ranks. One of the most intense
and engaging Sharpe stories, this novel gains much from William Gaminaras strong reading. A can't-miss



addition to libraries with patrons who appreciate well-crafted historical fiction.
-R. Kent Rasmussen, Thousand Oaks, CA
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Brian Pena;

Now aday peoplethat Living in the erawhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How alot more to be smart
in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Sharpe's Fortress. Richard Sharpe & the
Siege of Gawilghur, December 1803 (Richard Sharpe's Adventure Series #3) book because book offers you
rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you may already know.

Alexander Taylor:

Beside thiskind of Sharpe's Fortress: Richard Sharpe & the Siege of Gawilghur, December 1803 (Richard
Sharpe's Adventure Series #3) in your phone, it could possibly give you away to get closer to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Sharpe's Fortress. Richard Sharpe & the Siege of Gawilghur, December 1803 (Richard Sharpe's Adventure
Series #3) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable set up
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
item? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

L auren Robinson:

This Sharpe's Fortress. Richard Sharpe & the Siege of Gawilghur, December 1803 (Richard Sharpe's
Adventure Series #3) is brand new way for you who has fascination to ook for some information because it
relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps
you who still having little digest in reading this Sharpe's Fortress: Richard Sharpe & the Siege of Gawilghur,
December 1803 (Richard Sharpe's Adventure Series #3) can be the light food for you because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which
can be reachable by anyone, that'swhy | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So thereisn't any in reading a e-book especialy
thisone. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So, don't missit! Just read
this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.



Wanda Riddle;

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled
update of news. On this modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media socia including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new
and comic. Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just looking for the Sharpe's Fortress: Richard Sharpe & the Siege of Gawilghur, December
1803 (Richard Sharpe's Adventure Series #3) when you necessary it?
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