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Predatorsis ariveting introduction to the murky world of Predator and Reaper
drones, the CIA'sand U.S. military's most effective and controversial killing
tools. Brian Glyn Williams combines policy anaysis with the human drama of
the spies, terrorists, insurgents, and innocent tribal peoples who have been killed
in the covert operation—the CIA's largest assassination campaign since the
Vietnam War era—being waged in Pakistan's tribal regions via remote control
aircraft known as drones, or unmanned aerial vehicles. Having traveled
extensively in the Pashtun tribal areas while working for the U.S. military and the
CIA, Williams exploresin detail the new technology of airborne nations.
From miniature Scorpion missiles designed to kill terrorists while avoiding
civilian “collateral damage’ to prathrais, the cigarette lighter—size homing
beacons spies plant on their unsuspecting targets to direct drone missiles to them,
the author describes the drone arsenal in full. Evaluating the ethics of targeted
killings and drone technology, Williams covers more than a hundred drone
strikes, analyzing the number of dain civilians versus the number of terrorists
killed to address the claims of antidrone activists. In examining the future of
drone warfare, he reveals that the U.S. military is already building more
unmanned than manned aerial vehicles. Predators helps us weigh the pros and
cons of the drone program so that we can decide whether it isavita strategic
asset, a“frenemy,” or alittle of both.
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Predatorsis ariveting introduction to the murky world of Predator and Reaper drones, the CIA'sand U.S.
military's most effective and controversia killing tools. Brian Glyn Williams combines policy analysis with
the human drama of the spies, terrorists, insurgents, and innocent tribal peoples who have been killed in the
covert operation—the CIA's largest assassination campaign since the Vietnam War era—being waged in
Pakistan's tribal regions viaremote control aircraft known as drones, or unmanned aerial vehicles. Having
traveled extensively in the Pashtun tribal areas while working for the U.S. military and the CIA, Williams
exploresin detail the new technology of airborne assassinations. From miniature Scorpion missiles designed
to kill terrorists while avoiding civilian “ collateral damage” to prathrais, the cigarette lighter—size homing
beacons spies plant on their unsuspecting targets to direct drone missiles to them, the author describes the
drone arsena in full. Evaluating the ethics of targeted killings and drone technology, Williams covers more
than a hundred drone strikes, analyzing the number of slain civilians versus the number of terrorists killed to
address the claims of antidrone activists. In examining the future of drone warfare, he reveas that the U.S.
military is aready building more unmanned than manned agerial vehicles. Predators hel ps us weigh the pros
and cons of the drone program so that we can decide whether it isavital strategic asset, a“frenemy,” or a
little of both.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Predators. The CIA's Drone War on al Qaeda is a sober reflection on how the CIA's drone assassination
campaigns in Pakistan and Y emen have reduced the chance of terror attacks but radicalized survivors and
killed civiliansin the process."—Will Hodgkinson, Times (London)

(Will Hodgkinson Times (London) 2015-06-05)

"Predatorsis recommended reading to those interested in how US counterterrorism effortsin Pakistan and
elsawhere have affected civilian populations living in the targeted countries. Williams studies the impact of
the missile strikes by US drones in remote regions of the world, in particular in Pakistan’s Federally
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA)."—UlIrike Esther Franke, Parameters

(Ulrike Esther Franke Parameters)

"Williams concedes collateral damage, but says drones are "not clumsily killing mass numbers of civilians."
In fact, the technology is getting smarter and smarter: The non-military fatality rate "has plummeted” since
2004 to the point where it's now close to zero."—Katharine Whittemore, Boston Globe

(Katharine Whittemore Boston Globe)

"Predators. The CIA's Drone War on al Qaeda, the newest book by Dr. Brian Glyn Williams of the
University of Massachusetts-Dartmouth, treats the topic with the care it deserves. Over the course of the
book's 11 chapters, Williams takes an even-handed approach, providing invaluable history and context to
frame the arguments both in favor of and against current US drone policy."—Evan Kalikow, Small Wars
Journal

(Evan Kaikow Small Wars Journal)

"Predatorsis an insightful and intriguing introduction to the new war against Al Qaeda."—Bruce Riedel,
Brookings Ingtitute, former CIA analyst and special assistant to President Obama on terrorism in Pakistan
(Bruce Riedel)

“Finally abook that dispassionately shows the facts and impact on this new technology. A must read for
anyone interested in the evolution of warfare.”—Dr. Marc Sageman, former CIA field officer liaison to the
Afghan mujahideen and author of Understanding Terrorist Networks

(Dr. Marc Sageman)

About the Author

BRIAN GLYN WILLIAMS earned his first master s at the Central Eurasian studies program at Indiana
University and a second master sin Russian history and a PhD in Central Asian history from the University
of Wisconsin. Among his published works are Afghanistan Declassified: A Guide to America s Longest War
(2011) and the upcoming The Last Warlord: The Life and Legend of Dostum, the Afghan Warrior Who Led
US Special Forcesto Topple the Taliban Regime (2013). A tenured professor of Islamic history at the
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth, he livesin Boston.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Patricia Stroud:

Here thing why that Predators: The CIA's Drone War on a Qaeda are different and dependable to be yours.
First of all looking at abook is good but it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful
asfood or not. Predators: The CIA's Drone War on al Qaeda giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with Predators: The CIA's
Drone War on a Qaeda. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing
which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere
likein area, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper
book maybe the form of Predators: The CIA's Drone War on al Qaedain e-book can be your aternate.

Dorothy Payne:

This Predators: The ClIA's Drone War on al Qaeda tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Predators: The CIA's Drone War on a Qaeda can be one of
the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with
information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere
you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Predators:
The CIA's Drone War on a Qaeda giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it appreciate
reading.

Lisa Thomason:

Typically the book Predators: The CIA's Drone War on a Qaeda has alot of information on it. So when you
check out this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Jason Valladares:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Predators: The CIA's Drone War on a Qaeda
that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over
the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wantsto
become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Predators:
The CIA's Drone War on a Qaeda become your own starter.
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