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For anyone who fears the thought of writing and giving a speech--beit to
business associates, or at awedding--help is at hand. Acclaimed presidential
speechwriter Peggy Noonan shares her secrets to becoming a confidence,
persuasive speaker demystifying topics including:

- Finding you own authentic voice

- Developing atext that interest you

- Acing the all-important first paragraph

- Using logic to move your audience

- Creating, developing, and reinventing the "core speech” for diverse audiences
- Strengthening your speech with avital element: humor

- Winnowing your thought down to the essentials

- Handling professional jargon, clichés, and the sound bite syndrome
- Presenting your speech in the best way

- Collecting intellectual income--conversing your speech treasures

- Breaking all the rules and still succeeding

- Reading for inspiration--how to use the excellence of others

Compl ete with lessons, tips and memorable examples, On Speaking Well shows
us how to create forceful, persuasive, relevant speeches that will resonate with
our audiences. Engaging, informative, and always entertaining, thisis
undoubtedly the authoritative how-to guide for anyone writing or giving a speech
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For anyone who fears the thought of writing and giving a speech--be it to business associates, or at a
wedding--help is at hand. Acclaimed presidential speechwriter Peggy Noonan shares her secrets to becoming
a confidence, persuasive speaker demystifying topics including:

- Finding you own authentic voice

- Developing atext that interest you

- Acing the al-important first paragraph

- Using logic to move your audience

- Creating, developing, and reinventing the "core speech” for diverse audiences
- Strengthening your speech with avital element: humor

- Winnowing your thought down to the essentials

- Handling professional jargon, clichés, and the sound bite syndrome
- Presenting your speech in the best way

- Collecting intellectual income--conversing your speech treasures

- Breaking all the rules and still succeeding

- Reading for inspiration--how to use the excellence of others

Complete with lessons, tips and memorable examples, On Speaking Well shows us how to create forceful,
persuasive, relevant speeches that will resonate with our audiences. Engaging, informative, and always
entertaining, thisis undoubtedly the authoritative how-to guide for anyone writing or giving a speech
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Noonan (What | Saw at the Revolution), George Bush's most publicized speechwriter, describes her book
accurately as "advice and anecdotes about the writing and giving of speeches.” Not political speeches, which
are probably an art form unto themselves, but the kind of speeches most people are at some time called upon
to deliver. Noonan states her advice clearly: No speech should last more than 20 minutes; the text should be
written out (no ad-libbing from outlines); humor is essential; read your draft speech aloud (speaking is
different from writing); keep sentences short (the audience is hearing it, not reading it). One section deals
with the special requirements of writing for other people. Shorter sections deal with situations such as toasts,
tributes and eulogies. There are also tips on handling questions, walking up to the platform and meeting the
audience afterward. The anecdotes deal chiefly with Noonan's adventures on the poalitical circuit and in the
White House with Presidents Reagan and Bush and are the fluffy sort of things the author herself probably
uses facing audiences. The advice is practical and fairly obvious, but if speaking in public isindeed most
people's Number One Fear, thisis a caming, logical and sometimes entertaining guide.

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Noonan, author of the best-selling What | Saw at the Revolution (LJ 3/15/90), presents a guide to
communication that succeeds because of the entertaining and informative anecdotes drawn from her
experience as a speech writer for presidents Reagan and Bush. She provides good, basic, but not original
advice?keep speeches to 20 minutes, use plain language, incorporate humor, and, most important, be sincere.
The author includes insightful commentary on Earl Spencer's eulogy for his sister, Princess Diana; President
Clinton's oratory, which she faults for its reliance on cliches and for its emphasis on style rather than
substance; and President Reagan's skill at using speeches to connect with the public. Recommended for
public libraries, especially as an overview of presidential speechmaking.?Karl Helicher, Upper Merion Twp.
Lib., King of Prussia, Pa.

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Drop your didlike of her politics (especialy if you're aliberal Democrat). Ignore your instinct to treat this
tome as yet another how-to approach to speechifying. Because Noonan, author of What | Saw at the
Revolution and former speechwriter for Republican presidents, has bared her soul in an engaging and serious
attempt to get all of us"speaking right and speaking simply." Sure, the book is disorganized--and there aren't
any outlines or long lists. But what Noonan offersis solid advice, delivered simply. Speeches should last
only 20 minutes. Write out your text. Use plain and simple language. Speeches must have content. And in
exhorting her readers to do this or that, she inserts personal lessons she has learned, as well as examples from
the greatest speakers, including Lincoln, Churchill, Reagan, and, yes, Earl Spencer at Diana's funera. To
read and reread . . . and remember. Barbara Jacobs

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

David Smith:

Beside this specific On Speaking Well: How to Give a Speech With Style, Substance, and Clarity in your
phone, it may give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you will got hereis fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have On Speaking Well: How to Give a Speech With Style,
Substance, and Clarity because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So
do you till want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from now!

James Drake:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and On Speaking Well: How to Give a
Speech With Style, Substance, and Clarity or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are hel ping them to bring their knowledge. In
different case, beside science guide, any other book likes On Speaking Well: How to Give a Speech With
Style, Substance, and Clarity to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Larry Artz:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. Aswe know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring usto
around the world. By book On Speaking Well: How to Give a Speech With Style, Substance, and Clarity we
can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your
life with this book On Speaking Well: How to Give a Speech With Style, Substance, and Clarity. Y ou can
more desirable than now.

Philip Brown:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt thiswhen
they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book On Speaking Well: How to Give a
Speech With Style, Substance, and Clarity to make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our skill of
reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especialy. It isto befirst opinion for you to like
to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the guide On Speaking Well: How to Give a Speech With
Style, Substance, and Clarity can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of thistime.
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