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As a prizewinning foreign correspondent for The Wall Street Journal, Geraldine
Brooks spent six years covering the Middle East through wars, insurrections, and
the volcanic upheaval of resurgent fundamentalism. Yet for her, headline events
were only the backdrop to a less obvious but more enduring drama: the daily life
of Muslim women. Nine Parts of Desire is the story of Brooks' intrepid journey
toward an understanding of the women behind the veils, and of the often
contradictory political, religious, and cultural forces that shape their lives.
Defying our stereotypes about the Muslim world, Brooks' acute analysis of the
world's fastest growing religion deftly illustrates how Islam's holiest texts have
been misused to justify repression of women, and how male pride and power
have warped the original message of a once liberating faith.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Geraldine Brooks spent two years as a Middle East news correspondent, covering the death of Khomeini and
the like. She also learned a lot about what it's like for Islamic women today. Brooks' book is exceedingly
well-done--she knows her Islamic lore and traces the origins of today's practices back to Mohammed's time.
Personable and very readable, Brooks takes us through the women's back door entrance of the Middle East
for an unusual and provocative view.

From Publishers Weekly
Having spent six years covering the Middle East for the Wall Street Journal, Brooks presents an exploration
of the daily life of Muslim women and the often contradictory forces that shape their lives.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
During her six years covering the Middle East for the Wall Street Journal, Brooks sought to find out how
Muslim women feel about their societies' attitudes toward women. What she discovered is sometimes
astonishing, sometimes shocking, but always fascinating. Taking on the hijab (the Muslim woman's black
veil) herself, Brooks talked with women throughout the Islamic world, reexamined the Koran, spent time
with fundamentalist and feminist alike, and emerged with a deeper understanding of the religion as one that
once empowered but now cripples women. She found, for instance, that Iran is one of the better Islamic
countries for women, Saudi Arabia the worst; that the hijab can be strangely liberating; that enjoyment of
their sexuality is an inherent right for Muslim women; and that to be a feminist under Islam calls for a daily
form of courage almost incomprehensible to the Western mind. Brooks is a wonderful writer and thinker; the
observations she makes and the conclusions she reaches open both our eyes and our minds to understanding
Muslim women anew. Mary Ellen Sullivan

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Dreiling:

The book Nine Parts of Desire: The Hidden World of Islamic Women can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a
book Nine Parts of Desire: The Hidden World of Islamic Women? Several of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share
all of these. Book Nine Parts of Desire: The Hidden World of Islamic Women has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a
e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Ronald Johnson:

This Nine Parts of Desire: The Hidden World of Islamic Women tend to be reliable for you who want to

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Nine Parts of Desire: The Hidden World of
Islamic Women can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Nine Parts of Desire: The Hidden World of Islamic Women giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

David Saenz:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find guide that need more time to be learn. Nine Parts of Desire: The Hidden World of Islamic Women
can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Marian Dyer:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This e-book Nine Parts of Desire: The Hidden World of Islamic Women was filled with
regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book,
you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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