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Editorial Review

Review
Not really essays, not genial and general E. M. Forster-ish talks either, nor stirring defenses nor rhetorical
destructions, these lectures Nabokov prepared and gave at Cornell in the Fifties are just that: he talks and
reads, we listen (the same general approach - heirophant picking out the mystery from the dross - that
Nabokov used in his own fiction); and literature is taken apart like a boxful of toys: "impersonal imagination
and artistic delight," "the supremacy of the detail over the general, of the part that is more alive than the
whole." There are diagrams and drawings, quiddities made visual: a map of Sotherton Court in Jane Austen's
Mansfield Park; exactly what kind of beetle Gregor Samsa turned into in "The Metamorphosis" the facade of
7 Eccles St., Bloom's house in Ulysses; what Odette's orchid looked like in Swann's Way. The more specific
and crammed the writer, the more specific and crammed Nabokov's lecture: Dickens, Flaubert, Joyce. He
finds Bleak House's tricks delicious, the richness and the pity; in Ulysses he swats away the Freudian
interpretations ("a thousand and one nights [made] into a convention of Shriners") in favor of the devilish
intricacy of Joycean synchronicity: "the hopeless past, the ridiculous and tragic present, and the pathetic
future." Where sheer lush orchestration is less the thing, Nabokov falls back on thematic layering and
transformation; before Stevenson's "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" and Kafka's "The Metamorphosis" he is
almost brief, enchantedly synopsizing although with microscopic attention still. In Nabokov a crankiness is
always near the surface (here he rants against movies, even music); and he betrays a certain anxiety by
detailing so much, as though a great work might try and fool him: there's something at the same time
eccentric and regimental to his appreciation. But finally there is a personal, fussy, high rapture to these
lessons and illustrations, not quite analytical (Nabokov was too defensive and contentious for analysis -
maybe too brilliant, too) - more a delight in literature-as-camouflage. Distinctive and demanding. (Kirkus
Reviews )

About the Author

Vladimir Nabokov (1899-1977), Russian-born poet, novelist, literary critic, translator, and essayist was
awarded the National Medal for Literature for his life's work in 1973. He taught literature at Wellesley,
Stanford, Cornell, and Harvard. He is the author of many works including Lolita, Pale Fire, Ada, and Speak,
Memory.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Ybarra:

This book untitled Lectures on Literature to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the
book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this book from your list.



William Coker:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Lectures on Literature, you may
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come
on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Debra Ruff:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel,
comics, and soon. The Lectures on Literature provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Jane Pelley:

You can obtain this Lectures on Literature by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various.
Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era
like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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