
Islam and Democracy: Fear of the Modern
World

By Fatema Mernissi

Islam and Democracy: Fear of the Modern World By Fatema Mernissi

Is Islam compatible with democracy? Must fundamentalism win out in the
Middle East, or will democracy ever be possible? In this now-classic book,
Islamic sociologist Fatima Mernissi explores the ways in which progressive
Muslims--defenders of democracy, feminists, and others trying to resist
fundamentalism--must use the same sacred texts as Muslims who use them for
violent ends, to prove different views. Updated with a new introduction by the
author written in the wake of the September 11 terrorist attacks on the United
States, Islam and Democracy serves as a guide to the players moving the pieces
on the rather grim Muslim chessboard. It shines new light on the people behind
today's terrorist acts and raises provocative questions about the possibilities for
democracy and human rights in the Islamic world. Essential reading for anyone
interested in the politics of the Middle East today, Islam and Democracy is as
timely now as it was upon its initial, celebrated publication.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this deeply textured philosophical analysis, Mernissi ( The Veil and the Male Elite ), a sociologist in
Morocco, argues cogently that Islam has been perverted by Arab leaders who want to deny their people
democracy. Mixing personal experience, Arab history, Koranic analysis and cultural references, Mernissi
explores Arab fear of the West, the rise of the "media imam," the process by which the concept of freedom
"has been tainted with sin" and the loopholes that allow Arab states to be seated in the United Nations
without adhering to all its principles. Arab masses sided with Saddam Hussein, she states, mostly due to their
anger against the wealthy leaders of Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. She argues that the Gulf war, as well as the
growth of Arab feminism, will spark demilitarization and democracy. However, Mernissi, a self-described
"incurable optimist," offers little hard political analysis and does not examine what precisely the masses
mean when they call for democracy.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

About the Author

Fatema Mernissi teaches sociology at University Mohammed V in Rabat, Morocco. She is the author of
more than eight books, including Dreams of Trespass: Tales of a Harem Girlhood, Scheherazade Goes West,
The Veil and the Male Elite, and Beyond the Veil.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Flynn:

Here thing why this Islam and Democracy: Fear of the Modern World are different and trusted to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. Islam and Democracy: Fear of the Modern World giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with
Islam and Democracy: Fear of the Modern World. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up
your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you
be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Islam and Democracy: Fear of the
Modern World in e-book can be your alternative.

Agustin Thornsberry:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Islam and Democracy: Fear of the Modern World book is readable through you who



hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Islam
and Democracy: Fear of the Modern World content conveys objective easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it.
So , do you still thinking Islam and Democracy: Fear of the Modern World is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Louise Reyes:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare time
coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read will be Islam
and Democracy: Fear of the Modern World.

David Smith:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading
a book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Islam and
Democracy: Fear of the Modern World which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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