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All eyes are on seventeen-year-old L onnie Jackson while he practices with his
team for a city-wide basketball Tournament of Champions. His coach, Cal,
knows Lonnie has what it takes to be a pro-basketball player, but warns him
about giving in to the pressure. Cal knows because he, too, once had the chance--
but sold out.

Asthe Tournament nears, Lonnie learns that some heavy bettors want Cal to
keep him on the bench so that the team will lose the championship. Asthe last
seconds of the gametick away Lonnie and Cal must make a decision. Are they
willing to blow the chance of alifetime?
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All eyes are on seventeen-year-old Lonnie Jackson while he practices with his team for a city-wide
basketball Tournament of Champions. His coach, Cal, knows Lonnie has what it takes to be a pro-basketball
player, but warns him about giving in to the pressure. Cal knows because he, too, once had the chance--but
sold out.

Asthe Tournament nears, Lonnie learns that some heavy bettors want Cal to keep him on the bench so that
the team will lose the championship. As the last seconds of the game tick away Lonnie and Cal must make a
decision. Are they willing to blow the chance of alifetime?
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher

All eyes are on seventeen-year-old Lonnie Jackson while he practices with his team for a city-wide
basketball Tournament of Champions. His coach, Cal, knows Lonnie has what it takes to be a pro-basketball
player, but warns him about giving in to the pressure. Cal knows because he, too, once had the chance--but
sold out.

Asthe Tournament nears, Lonnie learns that some heavy bettors want Cal to keep him on the bench so that
the team will lose the championship. Asthe last seconds of the game tick away Lonnie and Cal must make a
decision. Are they eilling to blow the chance of alifetime?

From the Inside Flap

All eyes are on seventeen-year-old L onnie Jackson while he practices with histeam for a city-wide
basketball Tournament of Champions. His coach, Cal, knows Lonnie has what it takes to be a pro-basketball
player, but warns him about giving in to the pressure. Cal knows because he, too, once had the chance--but
sold out.

Asthe Tournament nears, Lonnie learns that some heavy bettors want Cal to keep him on the bench so that
the team will lose the championship. Asthe last seconds of the game tick away Lonnie and Cal must make a
decision. Are they €illing to blow the chance of alifetime?

About the Author

Born in Marinsburg, West Virginiain 1937, Walter Dean Myers is one of the premier authors of books for
children. His mother died very early in hislife-an event that propelled him into experiences that later
influenced him to write. It was difficult for Myers father to raise eight children alone, and eventually, a
nearby couple, Herbert and Florence Dean, took in three-year old Walter and moved to Harlem, New Y ork.
"Harlem became my home and the place where my first impressions of the world were set," says Myers.

Asachild, Myerswent to school in his neighborhood and attended bible school aimost every day of the
week. Myers had a speech impediment which made communicating difficult for him, and often found
himself in fights, defending himself against kids who taunted him. After awhile, one of this teachers
suggested to his class that they could write something to read aloud. Y oung Myers began writing poetry to
give voice to his thoughts and feelings, and at age sixteen, won aprize in an essay contest and a set of
encyclopedias for along narrative poem. Later, his father bought him a used typewriter, which he used to
churn out a seemingly endless stream of stories.

Along with the many things he was discovering about himself, Myers was also learning how to survive. One
day he had the courage to break up afight between three gang members and a kid who had just moved into
the neighborhood. He became a marked man—and felt his life was in danger.

For example, once, he was sitting in the tree in Morningside Park, across from the building he lived in,
reading O'Neill's Mourning Becomes Electra, when some gang members spotted him and surrounded the
tree. Myers jumped to the ground, flashed a stiletto in order to fend them off, and made a mad dash for his



building. He escaped, but he never forgot the incident. Later he enlisted in the army, got married, had a child,
went through aturbulent creative struggle, got divorced, got married again—and during al of this, kept
writing, whether his work pleased him or not.

But Walter Dean Myers' life is not the story of atormented, embittered artist. Rather it isthe story of a
gifted, complex person committed to sharing that gift with young readers. Myers' stories and novels paint a
powerful picture of the pressures of growing up on big city streets. Y et, he emphasizes close relationships,
trust, and personal growth.

It seems that one of Myers' greatest struggles was to understand what type of writer he wanted to be. Asthe
years passed and his books became more and more popular, Walter Dean Myers came to believe that his
work filled avoid for African American youths who yearned for positive reading experiences and role
models. He frequently writes about children who share similar economic and ethnic situations with his own
childhood. "But my situation as a parent did not mirror that of my childhood,” he says. "While my parents
were quite poor, my children are thoroughly entrenched in the middle class experience. To them African
prints go well with designer jeans, pizzas go down easier to areggae beat, and shopping malls are an
unmistakable part of their culture.”

It isclear that Myers understanding of both the world he was raised in and the world of his children allows
him to bring an authority to hiswork that resonates with his young readers. It is one of many attributes that

has made him one of the most important children’'s and young adult authors writing today. Among his many
honors are two Newbery Honor books for Scorpions and Somewhere in the Darkness. He is also atwo-time
recipient of the Coretta Scott King Award for Now Is Your Time! and Fallen Angels. In addition, Myers has
received the Margaret A. Edwards Award for his contribution to young adult literature.

Myers novel, Darnell Rock Reporting, is awarm and humorous story about thirteen-year-old Darnell
Rock—a boy who works on his school newspaper. The book is sure to appeal to reluctant readers. Myers
recent picture book, How Mr. Monkey Saw the Whole World, is a cautionary fable about a watchful monkey
who sees that a greedy buzzard gets his comeuppance.

Myer’s recent work, 145th Sreet: Short Sories (A Boston Globe-Horn Book Honor Book) captures the
heartbeat of one memorable block in Harlem, New Y ork. These powerful, often gripping stories range from
humor and celebration to terror and grief.

Walter Dean Myers, the father of three grown children, lives with hiswifein Jersey City, New Jersey.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amanda Dell:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students as they are still students or thisfor al people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has different



personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Hoops. All type of book would
you see on many resources. Y ou can look for the internet options or other social media.

Antonio Nelson:

This Hoops is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger
details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of
digest in reading this Hoops can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to
get through anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure | meanin
the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy thisreserveis
the answer. So thereis absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. Y ou can find actually
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So, don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life
along with knowledge.

Kimberly Foust:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can a so bring us to around the world. From the
book Hoops we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person
must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt
to change your life with that book Hoops. Y ou can more attractive than now.

Victor McDowell:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading abook. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Hoops to make your reading is interesting.

Y our own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward
book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It
isto be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Hoops
can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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