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Whether you’ve been a Dungeon Master (DM) before and want to fine-tune your
skills or want to get ready and take the plunge, this is the book for you. It gives
you the basics on running a great game, info for more advanced dungeon
mastering, guidelines for creating adventures, and tips for building a campaign. It
shows you how to:

Handle all the expressions of DMing: moderator, narrator, a cast of thousands●

(the nonplayer characters or NPCs), player, social director, and creator
Use published adventures and existing campaign worlds or create adventures●

and campaign worlds of your own
Conjure up exciting combat encounters●

Handle the three types of encounters: challenge, roleplaying, and combat●

Create your own adventure: The Dungeon Adventure, The Wilderness●

Adventure. The Event-Based adventure (including how to use flowcharts and
timelines), The Randomly Generated Adventure, and the High-Level adventure
Create memorable master villains, with nine archetypes ranging from agent●

provocateur to zealot

To get you off to a fast start, Dungeon Master For Dummies includes:

A sample dungeon for practice●

Ten ready-to-use encounters and ten challenging traps●

A list of simple adventure premises●

Mapping tips, including common scales, symbols, and conventions, complete●

with tables

Authors Bill Slavicsek and Richard Baker wrote the hugely popular Dungeons
and Dragons For Dummies. Bill has been a game designer since 1986 and leads
the D&D creative team at Wizards of the Coast. Richard is a game developer and
the author of the fantasy bestseller Condemnation. They give you the scoop on:

Using a DM binder to keep records such as an adventure log, PCs’ character●

sheets, NPC logs/character sheets, treasure logs, and more
Knowing player styles (role players and power games) and common subgroups:●

hack’n’slasher, wargamer, thinker, impulsive adventurer, explorer, character
actor, and watcher
Recognizing your style: action movie director, storyteller, worldbuilder,●
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puzzlemaker, or connector
Using miniatures, maps, and other game aids●

Using 21st century technology, such as a Web site or blog, to enhance your●

game

The book includes a sample adventure, The Necromancer’s Apprentice, that’s the
perfect way to foray into DMing. It includes everything you need for a great
adventure—except your players. What are you waiting for? There are chambers
to be explored, dragons to be slain, maidens to be rescued, gangs of gnoll
warriors to be annihilated, worgs to be wiped out, treasures to be discovered,
worlds to be conquered….
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
If you’re a Dungeons & Dragons fan, you’ve surely thought of becoming a Dungeon Master. Learning to be
a DM isn’t as hard as you might think, especially if you have Dungeon Master 4th Edition For Dummies
tucked into your bag of tricks!

From organizing your first D&D game to dealing with difficult players, this book covers everything a DM
needs to know. Written for the newest edition of D&D by the experts at Wizards of the Coast, creators of the
game, it shows you how to:

Build challenging encounters, make reasonable rulings, and manage disagreements●

Recognize all the common codes, tables, and spells●

Understand the parts of a D&D adventure and how to create dungeon maps and craft monsters●

Shape storylines and write your own adventures●

Find your style as a DM and develop a game style that plays to your strengths●

Script an encounter, vary the terrain and challenges, and establish rewards (experience points and treasure)●

Decide whether to use published adventures●

Use and follow the official Dungeon Master’s Guide●

Develop a campaign with exciting themes, memorable villains, and plots that keep players entranced●

If you’re getting the urge to lead the charge in a D&D game of your own, Dungeon Master 4th Edition For
Dummies will introduce you to the DM’s many jobs. With the information you need to start your own game,
craft exciting stories, and set up epic adventures, you’ll be on your way!

Look inside scenes from Dungeon Master 4th Edition For Dummies (Click on images to enlarge)



From the Back Cover

Want to be a Dungeon Master? Get started or ramp up your skills with this fun and easy guide!

Whether you've already run a few Dungeons & Dragons® games or you've decided to try Dungeon
Mastering, this book's for you. Here are all the basics of managing a game in the new 4th Edition plus
everything that will take your skills to the next level: how to build a good story, design a great dungeon, craft
a campaign, and so much more.

Keep it moving — learn to build challenging encounters, make reasonable rulings, and manage●

disagreements
Play in style — find your personal style and develop a game that plays to your strengths●

Be adventurous — understand the parts of an adventure, how to create maps, and how to run monsters and●

villains
Risks and rewards — learn to keep the game in balance with level-appropriate rewards (experience points,●

treasure, and magic items)
Campaign — build a campaign with exciting themes, memorable villains, and plots that keep players●

entranced

Open the book and find:

A sample adventure●

How to improve your narration●

How to tailor adventures for various types of players●

Tips for running published adventures●

Advice on building a continuing storyline●

How to draw dungeon maps and use D&D Dungeon Tiles●

How to create a campaign world●

How to keep adventures challenging through the paragon and epic tiers●

About the Author

James Wyatt is Design Manager for D&D and a lead designer of D&D 4th Edition. Bill Slavicsek is Director
of Roleplaying and Miniatures Game Design. Richard Baker is a senior game designer and bestselling author
of Forgotten Realms novels. All are associates of Wizards of the Coast, publisher of the Dungeons &
Dragons® game. Bill and Richard are coauthors of Dungeons & Dragons® For Dummies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Corrina Sutton:

Within other case, little people like to read book Dungeon Master For Dummies. You can choose the best
book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book Dungeon Master
For Dummies. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may
be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or
maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's read.



Karen Plum:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a
book. Examining a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Dungeon
Master For Dummies book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Virginia Mack:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Dungeon Master For Dummies, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is
it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Ricky Dotson:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
to your account is Dungeon Master For Dummies this book consist a lot of the information in the condition
of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that
writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when
he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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