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Exploring the cultural and institutional dimensions of Christianity, and tracing its
course over two millennia, Linda Woodhead provides a fresh, lively, and candid
portrait of Christianity's past and present. Addressing topics including the
competition for power between different forms of Christianity, the churches' use
of power, and its struggles with modernity, this new edition includes up to date
information on the growth and geographical spread of Eastern Christianity,
reflecting the global nature of Christianity in our ever-shifting contemporary
culture. At a time when Christianity is flourishing in the Southern hemisphere but
declining in much of the West, this Very Short Introduction offers an important
overview of the world's largest religion.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

Review
Review from previous edition: "her analysis is subtle and perceptive."

--Independent on Sunday 02/01/2005

About the Author

Linda Woodhead is Professor of Sociology of Religion at Lancaster University. Her research interests lie in
the entanglements of religion, politics, and economy, both historically and in the contemporary world.
Between 2007 and 2013 she directed the Religion and Society Programme
http://www.religionandsociety.org.uk, the UK's largest ever research investment on religion. Her books
include Religion and Change in Modern Britain, A Sociology of Religious Emotions, and The Spiritual
Revolution: Why Religion is Giving Way to Spirituality.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Trimm:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Christianity: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions). Try to make the book Christianity: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) as
your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Lacey Clements:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go walking,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book called Christianity: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with
it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

William Marshall:

The event that you get from Christianity: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) will be the



more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Christianity: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand
then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having
this specific Christianity: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) instantly.

Shawn Hoffman:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top checklist in your reading list is Christianity: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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