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In this fresh look at liberty and freedom in the Revolutionary erafrom the
perspective of black Americans, Woody Holton recounts the experiences of
slaves who seized freedom by joining the British as well as those — slave and
free — who served in Patriot military forces. Holton’ s introduction examines the
conditions of black American life on the eve of colonia independence and the
ways in which Revolutionary rhetoric about liberty provided African Americans
with the language and inspiration for advancing their cause. Despite the rhetoric,
however, most black Americans remained enslaved after the Revolution. The
introduction outlines ways African Americans influenced the course of the
Revolution and continued to be affected by its aftermath. Amplifying these
themes are nearly forty documents — including personal narratives, petitions,
letters, poems, advertisements, pension applications, and images — that testify to
the diverse goals and actions of African Americans during the Revolutionary era.
Document headnotes and annotations, a chronology, questions for consideration,
a selected bibliography, and index offer additional pedagogical support.
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In thisfresh look at liberty and freedom in the Revolutionary erafrom the perspective of black Americans,
Woody Holton recounts the experiences of slaves who seized freedom by joining the British as well as those
— dlave and free — who served in Patriot military forces. Holton’ s introduction examines the conditions of
black American life on the eve of colonial independence and the ways in which Revolutionary rhetoric about
liberty provided African Americans with the language and inspiration for advancing their cause. Despite the
rhetoric, however, most black Americans remained enslaved after the Revolution. The introduction outlines
ways African Americans influenced the course of the Revolution and continued to be affected by its
aftermath. Amplifying these themes are nearly forty documents — including personal narratives, petitions,
letters, poems, advertisements, pension applications, and images — that testify to the diverse goals and
actions of African Americans during the Revolutionary era. Document headnotes and annotations, a
chronology, questions for consideration, a selected bibliography, and index offer additional pedagogical
support.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thisis asuperb collection. Its splendid introduction will help students see the key issues of the era. The
documents introduce students to patterns of slave life before and after the Revolution and take them through
the tumultuous years of the Revolution, from the first white protests to its uneven conclusion for slaves and
free African Americans.' - Allan Kulikoff, University of Georgia, USA

About the Author

Woody Holton (Ph.D., Duke University) is an associate professor at the University of Richmond in Virginia,
where he teaches classes on African Americans, Native America, early American women, the origins of the
Congtitution, Abigail Adams, and the era of the American Revolution. Heis especially interested in studying
the impact of ordinary citizens on grand political events. He is the author of Forced Founders. Indians,
Debtors, Saves, and the Making of the American Revolution in Virginia (1999), which won the Organization
of American Historians Merle Curti Socia History Award, and Unruly Americans and the Origins of the
Constitution (2007), which was afinalist for the National Book Award.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Andrew Fogarty:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these keep up with the erawhich can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to you actualy is you don't know what one you should start with. This Black Americansin the Revolutionary
Era: A Brief History with Documents (Bedford Seriesin History & Culture) is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Keith Karam:

Black Americansin the Revolutionary Era: A Brief History with Documents (Bedford Seriesin History &
Culture) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Black Americans in the Revolutionary Era: A Brief History with
Documents (Bedford Seriesin History & Culture) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
can drawn you into fresh stage of crucia thinking.



Rosemary Lilly:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this al time you only find book that need more time to be
study. Black Americans in the Revolutionary Era: A Brief History with Documents (Bedford Seriesin
History & Culture) can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short spare time
problems.

Ronny Baird:

That guide can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book Black Americansin the Revolutionary Era: A Brief
History with Documents (Bedford Series in History & Culture) was colourful and of course has pictures on
there. Aswe know that book Black Americans in the Revolutionary Era: A Brief History with Documents
(Bedford Seriesin History & Culture) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all
of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading that will.
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